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ABOVE: 

A group photograph of pupils at Ysgoly 
Ferch O’r Sger, taken to celebrate the 
school’s 30th anniversary (1982-2012). 
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Award Winning Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 


Our MEAL 
DEAL 
SPECIALS 
are too 
good to miss! 



THREATENED TO KILL HIMSELF AT HOME OF FORMER PARTNER 

Local man jailed for second 
breach of restraining order 


A MAN has been jailed for 16 months at 
Cardiff Crown Court - for breaching a 
restraining order. 

In a distraught state, 29-year-old Christopher 
Wintle went to the home of a former partner after 
drinking and threatened to kill himself. 

He shouted: “I must see you, I can’t live without 
you,” said prosecutor Christian Howells. 

Wintle, of Dan-y-Coed Flats, Aberkenfig, admit¬ 
ted breaching a restraining order, causing damage 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


and failing to provide a breath sample. 

Mr Howells said the five-year order had been 
made to prevent Wintle contacting Tessa Collins, 
and not to go within 100 yards of her home. 

They had had a relationship for seven years, he 
said. 

On October 14, she was at her home in Bettws 
and at 1pm, a friend of the defendant contacted her 


saying Wintle had taken an overdose and wanted to 
see her. 

At about 5pm, while she was watching television, 
he appeared at the window of her house and went to 
the front door, threatening to kill himself. He kicked 
a panel of the front door six or eight times. 

A panic button had been fitted in the house, and 
one of the occupants pressed it. 

Wintle then shouted: “You are going to kill me, 
you.bitch,” before leaving in a vehicle. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Specials 


3 Course Meal only 
£7.95 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon, Tue & Thurs 5.30-7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass 
of house wine/soft drink, 
dine in only. _ 

NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) £4.95 

Wednesday 
all evening 

5 Course Meal £8.95 
5.30pm-11 pm 


Great for CHRISTMAS 
Parties too! 



Book now for 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

Traditional 
Turkey Dinner 
£25 per person 


Throughout 
December 
EAT-IN DINERS | 
can enjoy a 
complimentary 
glass of 
champagne 


NOW OPEN: Mon-Sat I 2 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet I 2 noon - I I pm; 


* Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 


Osteoporosis 

fracture risk assessments 

Osteoporotic fractures are common in post-menopausal 
women and victims may suffer from pain, deformity and loss 
of independence. 

Hip fractures can prove 
fatal. 

Osteoporisis can be 
prevented if weak bones 
are detected early enough 
but scans for assessing 
risk of fracture are 
not always readily 
available on the NHS. 

However, you can now have a safe and painless 
non-invasive scan for £26. 

Scans for risk of osteoporosis will be available on: 
Thursday, 6th December 
at Bridgend Civic Offices 
and at Porthcawl Awel y Mor Centre 
For further information and to book an appointment, 
please call Healthcare Screening on 0800 612 6106. 



15 


01656 648936 

Bridgend Industrial Estate 
(Rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ 

HEODORE 


Reclamation & Building Salvage 


Forcp?ur complete 
recimaiion experience 

Extensive 
stoe£s 
ofiemti 




items 



www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

Weekends 8.30 - 12.15; Weekdays tUO - 4.15 
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Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School 
pupils with MP 
Madeleine Moon. 
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Vegetarian MP not suited for the Celebrity jungle! 


BRIDGEND MP Madeleine 
Moon was grilled by pupils at 
Mynydd Cynffig Junior School 
recently in a question and answer 
session. 

She reported: “I was welcomed to 
Mynydd Cynffig by Neil Davies, head¬ 
teacher and Mrs Gretta Rogers, chair 
of school governors. The school choir, 


with over 40 pupils from years 5 and 6, 
sang superbly and then the Q&A 
began. There were so many hands in 
the air, it was difficult to know where 
to begin! 

“The initial question was how old 
are you, and followed up with what do 
I like best about my job, to which I 
replied -visiting schools and talking to 
pupils like you. 


“I was asked if I would be going 
into TV’s Celebrity jungle, to which I 
responded that as a vegetarian I would 
not be able to eat any awful food and 
that a rare vegetable probably would 
not be very funny! 

“I did relate a story to the children 
about attending a banquet in Tibet and 
being served sheep’s brains and tadpole 
soup for starters, followed by yak’s foot 


in aspic, which the children thought 
was hilarious and caused quite a stir. 

“The Mynydd Cynffig school choir 
sang beautifully once more and I was 
told they have been invited to perform 
in numerous events in the community 
during December. 

“The school choir are singing at the 
Cancer Research Candle Service in All 
Saints Church on December 2; in the 


BCBC Civic Offices on December 5; 
then at St Theodore’s Church on 
December 16 and their own carol serv¬ 
ice on December 19 at St Theodore’s 
Church. 

“If you get the chance to attend one 
of these events I am sure you will be 
amazed by the singing,” the MP urged. 


Regional AM will 
greet constituents in 
the back of his cab! 



ABOVE: Regional AM Byron Davies in the black cab he 
uses to greet constituents. 


PORTHCAWL res¬ 
idents who see a 
London black cab 
cruising around 
Porthcawl should¬ 
n’t hail it, because 


it is being driven 
by a regional AM! 

Byron Davies, Welsh 
Shadow Transport 
Minister and Welsh 
Conservative regional 


Will referendum 
after referendum 
make us 'sick’? 


1 READ that the 
Silk 

Commission 
recommends that 
the National 
Assembly has tax¬ 
raising powers, but 
says that we must 
have a referendum 
first. 

Only last year, we had 
a referendum on law 
making powers. What 
then about control of our 
Welsh police forces 
being transferred to 
Wales? Do we have to 
have another referendum 
for that? 

What about control of 
our law courts - another 
referendum? 

Control of planning 


for wind farms, power, 
water or anything not 
defined in our original 
devolution settlement of 
1997 - do we have to 
have referendum after 
referendum until we’re 
so sick of them that we 
have turn-outs as low as 
those for the Police 
Commissioners elec¬ 
tions? 

If we’re going to have 
a referendum, let us 
make it worth having - a 
referendum on Wales 
having the same powers 
as Scotland. 

After all, that’s what 
opinion polls showed 
most Welsh people want¬ 
ed before the referendum 
last year. 

Colin Lewis 
Kenfig Hill 


AM for South Wales 
West, uses the taxi for 
his constituency busi¬ 
ness. 

Mr Davies has 
owned the vehicle for 
five years, but has 
recently had it brand¬ 
ed with his photo¬ 
graph. 

The cab doubles up 
as a surgery where 
electors can consult 
him. 

“It’s very handy, 
especially if there is no 
suitable community 
centre to hire,” he 
said. 

“I just park up in a 
pre-determined place 
and residents come in 
and explain their 
problems. 

“Many people are 
quite intrigued to see 
me in this cab. 

“A few have tried to 
hail me as I have been 
driving along so it’s 
good fun. 

“I use it now as a 
runaround. It is quite 
economical and I tend 
to take it out on con¬ 
stituency business. It’s 
a great ice-breaker.” 


Project helping 
people to find 
health and 
social care work 


SOME 16 people 
from the valley 
areas of Bridgend 
county borough 
have benefited 
from a training 
scheme designed to 
help them improve 
their skills and find 
new jobs in health 
and social care. 

The Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
Employment Routes 
project, which is funded 
by the Welsh 
Government’s Western 
Valleys Regeneration 
Area, has now seen its 
seventh project, Health 
and Social Care, come 
to a successful end. 

The project, which 
began in 2010 and is 
operated by Manpower, 
targets economically 
inactive people from the 
Llynfi, Garw and 
Ogmore Valleys and 
helps them return to 
work. 

As part of the initia¬ 
tive, the participants 
took part in sector spe¬ 
cific work experience 
and training within local 
companies and charita¬ 
ble organisations, which 
is central to its success 
in securing employment 
at the end of the route. 

All 16 participants 
have been working 
towards an NVQ level 
two qualification in 
Health and Social Care 
and will complete this 
by the end of December 
2012. 

They gained numer¬ 
ous other certificates 
during the scheme, 
including first aid and 
health and safety, and 


have also improved 
their basic skills abili¬ 
ties in both numeracy 
and literacy. 

Mike Woods, devel¬ 
opment and delivery 
officer for Bridgend, 
said: “This particular 
project has seen 56 per 
cent of our participants 
going into work and we 
are hopeful that this will 
increase to 75 per cent 
by Christmas 2012.” 

Coun Phil White, 
cabinet member for 
communities, said: “We 
are extremely pleased 
that this, our seventh 
employment initiative in 
the employment routes 
portfolio, has helped to 
further develop the 
employability of those 
residents who are fur¬ 
thest from the job mar¬ 
ket in our Western 
Valleys area. 

“The Bridgend 
Employment Routes 
project has exceeded all 
expectations in terms of 
developing exciting 
routes to the job mar¬ 
kets, getting the very 
best local employers on 
board and the co-opera¬ 
tion of the various part¬ 
ners. 

“I also commend the 
commitment of the team 
from Manpower.” 

For more information 
on the Bridgend 
Employment Routes 
Initiative, call Sue 
Whittaker on 01656 
815324 or email: 
sue.whittaker @brid- 
gend.gov.uk. 


CITIZENSHIP AWARDS: 


Who will you nominate? 


EACH year, 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
honours the county 
borough’s most 
outstanding citizens 
in the Mayor’s 
annual citizenship 
awards. 

Once again, residents 
are being asked to nomi¬ 
nate the most deserving 

BCBC 
retains 
( Green 
Dragon 9 
status 

AFTER a recent 
assessment, 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
has successfully 
retained level five 
‘Green Dragon’cer¬ 
tification. 

This is the highest 
level of the environmen¬ 
tal standard available 
and equivalent to top 
international and 
European standards. 

Council leader, Coun 
Mel Nott, said: 
“Achieving the Green 
Dragon standard is not 
just about meeting a set 
of criteria; it’s about 
demonstrating an ongo¬ 
ing commitment to man¬ 
aging and reducing our 
impact on the environ¬ 
ment, increasing staff 
awareness about envi¬ 
ronmental issues and 
ensuring that the 
authority complies with 
environmental legisla¬ 
tion. ” 


members of their com¬ 
munity. 

The awards are open 
to all citizens who live 
and work in the borough 
who have made a posi¬ 
tive impact within the 
community. Groups and 
businesses that deserve 
recognition can also be 
nominated. 

Coun Marlene 

Thomas, Mayor of 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council, said: 
“I am lucky in my role to 
meet and hear about 
some truly amazing indi¬ 
viduals who, whether 
through voluntary or 
charity work, personal 
achievement or an act of 
bravery, make a real dif¬ 
ference in their commu¬ 
nities. 

“The Mayor’s citizen¬ 
ship awards give us an 
opportunity to tell the 
rest of the county bor¬ 
ough about the amazing 
things that these people 
do - I’m looking for¬ 
ward to reading their 
stories when the nomi¬ 
nations start to arrive.” 

Individuals or groups 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 6) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

29 Thur 

06.34 

9.5 

18.54 

9.4 

30 Fri 

07.07 

9.4 

19.27 

9.3 

01 Sat 

07.39 

9.4 

20.00 

9.2 

02 Sun 

08.13 

9.2 

20.33 

9.1 

03 Mon 

08.47 

9.0 

21.08 

8.8 

04 Tues 

09.24 

8.8 

21.48 

8.6 

05 Wed 

10.06 

8.5 

22.34 

8.3 

06 Thur 

10.57 

8.1 

23.31 

7.9 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide 
table specific to their location. 



Coun Marlene Thomas, 
Mayor of Bridgend 
County Borough 


can be nominated for 
significant efforts 
through voluntary or 
charitable work, by car¬ 
rying out an act of brav¬ 
ery or achieving excel¬ 
lence in sport or the arts. 

For full details of the 
award criteria and to 
download a nomination 
form visit www.brid- 
gend.gov.uk or phone 
01656 643663. 

The deadline for sub¬ 
mission of nomination 
forms is Friday, January 
18 and successful nomi¬ 
nees and nominators 
will be notified shortly 
afterwards. 
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Mum of two 
recalls terror 
attack on her 
guide dog 


A MOTHER-of-two 
from Corntown has 
welcomed new 
measures designed 
to stop attacks by 
out-of-control dogs. 

Kirsten Barrett, a 
physiotherapist, spoke 
out as the Welsh 
Government launched its 
draft Control of Dogs 
Bill. 

Mrs Barrett had to 
take three weeks off 
work when her guide dog 
was attacked by two 
strays in January this 
year. Her black labrador, 
Norman, lost half an ear 
and had to be retired fol¬ 
lowing the attack. 

Recalling the incident, 
Mrs Barrett said: 
“Norman and I were 
walking my daughter, 
eight, to the school bus 
when I heard dogs com¬ 
ing up the lane. One drew 
level with us, ran across 
the lane and attacked 
Norman from the left. 

“I tried to get between 
the dog and Norman and 
I was bitten on the hand. 
A neighbour came out 
with a stick and it got 
diverted.” 

Mrs Barrett pushed 
Norman to safety up a 
neighbour’s drive and 
into the house. After put¬ 


ting her daughter safely 
on the bus, she realised 
her hands were bleeding 
and Norman had lost half 
an ear. 

“Police picked up the 
dogs and they were put 
down,’’said Mrs Barrett. 

“They were not 
microchipped and did not 
have owners.” 

Following the attack, 
Norman was unable to 
work and was retired 
immediately, leaving Mrs 
Barrett without a guide 
dog. 

“He needed surgery 
and had to stay overnight 
in the vets. He became 
wary of other dogs and 
he would try to get away 
from them.” 

Mrs Barrett could 
have faced a long wait 
for a suitable replace¬ 
ment dog - but luckily, 
Guide Dogs Cymru took 
just three weeks to pair 
her with Honey, a 
Labrador golden retriev¬ 
er cross. 

Attacks on guide dogs 
by other dogs are running 
at an average of eight a 
month in the UK. 

Launching the Welsh 
Government’s draft 
Control of Dogs (Wales) 
Bill, Environment 

Minister John Griffiths 
said: “While the majority 


of dogs are kept under 
control and do not repre¬ 
sent a risk to the public, 
dog attacks are on the 
increase, and children 
and animals, including 
guide dogs, are often the 
victims.” 

Guide Dogs Cymru 
has welcomed the draft 
measures, aimed at pre¬ 
venting dogs from 
becoming dangerously 
out of control, and wants 
compulsory microchip¬ 
ping for dogs in Wales to 
be introduced without 
delay. 

MICROCHIPPING 

The organisation has 
called on all 60 
Assembly Members to 
support new legislation. 

Andrea Gordon, 
engagement manager at 
Guide Dogs Cymru, said: 
“Guide Dogs Cymru is 
very pleased that the 
minister recognises the 
risks faced by guide dog 
owners, and we welcome 
the plans to promote 
responsible dog owner¬ 
ship in Wales. 

“The impact of an 
attack on a guide dog can 
lead to it being unable to 
help a blind or partially 
sighted person to get 
about independently. 

“In some cases, dogs 
have been so badly hurt 


that they have to be 
retired, and attacks are 
very frightening for 
guide dog owners, who 
rely on their dogs for 
safe, independent mobili¬ 
ty. 

“Blind and partially 
sighted people are often 
isolated and the mobility 
and confidence that a 
guide dog provides is 
vital to their quality of 
life, as well as everyday 
tasks such as shopping 
and meeting friends and 
family. 

“We believe that 
microchipping will 
encourage responsible 
dog ownership and will 
prevent owners of dan¬ 
gerous dogs from deny¬ 
ing responsibility if a dog 
carries out an attack.” 


LOCAL 
MAN IS 
JAILED 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

He was arrested 
shortly after and said: 
“What the **** have I 
done? I’ve been in all 
day, have done **** 
all. ” 

He was aggressive, 
and had to be taken to 
the floor. He was asked 
to supply a sample of 
breath, but refused. 

He denied damaging 
the door, admitted shout¬ 
ing, and said he was not 
drunk. 

He was said to have 
convictions for assault, 
harassment, battery, the 
breach of another 
restraining order, and 
causing grievous bodily 
harm. 

His counsel, Owen 
Williams, said: “He is 
candid about the whole 
matter, and accepts the 
only sentence is custody. 
When sober, he accepts 
the extent of his wrong¬ 
doing and the serious¬ 
ness of his offending. ” 

Judge Neil Bidder 
said Wintle’s ex-partner 
had made it “crystal 
clear” she wanted no 
contact with him. 

A statement by her 
told that she had suf¬ 
fered and was herself a 
vulnerable person. 

“Your constant pes¬ 
tering of her makes her 
condition worse. You 
failed to understand that 
this relationship was fin¬ 
ished, and this is the sec¬ 
ond serious breach of an 
order of the court.” 

He was disqualified 
from driving for a year, 
and directed to pay a 
victim surcharge of 
£ 100 . 


QC recounts past help 
from the Rotary Club 



ABOVE; Sue Cassidy, chair of community service, His Honour Judge 
Neil Bidder QC, president Rev Mike Lewis, Allan Brookes, secretary 
and Brian Roberts, treasurer. 


NOVEMBER is Rotary 
Foundation Month, when 
Rotary Clubs are asked to 
support their own charitable 
foundation. 

Bridgend Rotary Club were recent¬ 
ly entertained by His Honour Judge 
Neil Bidder QC, who in 1978 was the 
first foundation scholar supported by 
Bridgend Rotary Club. 

Judge Bidder was bom in Neath, 
son of Glyn Bidder (secretary of 
Pencoed RFC and district representa¬ 
tive of the Welsh Rugby Union). Neil 
was educated at Ogmore Grammar 
School, Queen’s College Cambridge, 
where he obtained two degrees, a BA 
and an MA, and then as ambassadori¬ 
al scholar attended the University of 
Canada, Dalhousie, where he gained 
an LLM. 

Neil was called to the bar in 1976, 
and was made a recorder in 1994. He 


took silk, or was appointed to Queen’s 
Counsel in 1998, and was appointed 
to the circuit bench for Wales and 
Chester in 2004. 

His Honour gave an enlightening 
talk as to how he had spent the bur¬ 
sary donated to him by Bridgend 
Rotary Club, which had enabled him 
to complete his university course in 
Canada and also to travel throughout 
the United States, and how the experi¬ 
ence had helped in his personal devel¬ 
opment. 

He was most complimentary to 
Bridgend Rotary Club for the contri¬ 
bution that they had made towards his 
academic achievements, and to his 
preparation for life generally, which 
has been of benefit to him in his judi¬ 
cial duties. 

He was delighted to receive a 
framed copy of a photograph taken 
with club officers in 1978. WM 


LADIES WILL SPARKLE 
IN FESTIVE HARMONY! 



HARMONY Ladies Choir 
will hold their Christmas 
concert on December 6 at 
7pm in Salem Chapel, 
Nantyffyllon with tradi¬ 
tional carols, hymns and 
some pop classics. 

The choir was formed six 
years ago and this year per¬ 


formed as the headline act at 
key shows, including the Jubilee 
concert in St Michael’s Church, 
the Fairtrade concert at Trinity, 
Porthcawl and their own annu¬ 
al concert in September. 

During the Christmas con¬ 
cert the ladies will be modelling 
brand new outfits, provided by 
new sponsor David Emanuel. 

Shan White, Harmony’s 


chair, commented: “David 
Emanuel’s Port Talbot branch 
of Bon Marche were thrilled to 
sponsor us with our new tops 
and would like to feature us in 
the February edition of the 
company's magazine!” 

Tickets cost £5 including a tip¬ 
ple of sherry, and a mince pie. 
Contact Shan White on 01656 
739337. 


Porthcawl ‘SHOUT’ set 
to welcome Older People’s 
Commissioner for Wales 


ONCE again 
Porthcawl 
‘SHOUT’ has suc¬ 
ceeded in providing 
its members and 
the town of 
Porthcawl with the 
opportunity to 
meet and perhaps 
influence the future 
policy of the new 
Commissioner for 
Older People in 
Wales, Sarah 
Rochira. 

In 2008, Ruth Marks, 
who recently relin¬ 
quished this responsibil¬ 
ity, became the first 
Older People’s 


T HIS month’s 
meeting of 
Bridgend WI 
was another fun 
and energetic 
affair, with mem¬ 
bers taking part in 
a Beetle drive. 

President Pauline 
Long opened the meet¬ 
ing and welcomed two 
visitors, Carolyn and 
Sandra. She reminded 
members of the Penta 
Pen-y-Bont link carol 
service to take place in 
St Crallo’s Church, 

Coy church, at 3.30pm 
on Monday, December 
3, plus the Christmas 
tree festival to be held 
in the Orangery at 
Margam Park on 
December 5. 

We will be holding a 


Commissioner follow¬ 
ing an Act of Parliament 
that provided Wales 
with the first Older 
People’s Commissioner, 
with legislative powers, 
to be appointed any¬ 
where in the world. 

For four years, the 
commissioner’s team 
has been working tire¬ 
lessly to air the views of 
older people and is 
probably best known for 
major work in address¬ 
ing ‘Dignity and Care in 
our Hospitals’ still an 
ongoing objective one 
year on. 

Sarah Rochira, who 
has previously led the 
National Institute for 
the Blind, immediately 


‘Victorian Christmas’ 
themed evening on 
December 20 at 7.30pm. 

Itt is hoped members 
and visitors will dress 
up and enjoy a sketch 
performed by committee 
members, together with 
carols, mince pies, and 
punch. 

In the new year, we 
will be holding our cof¬ 
fee morning in Hope 
Church hall on January 
26 when we will be wel¬ 
coming members of 
Pencoed WI to pass on 
the 90th anniversary 
birthday book. 

We will be open from 
11 am-lpm, when cakes, 
books, plants and crafts 
will be on sale - visitors 
welcome. TVB 


issued a document set¬ 
ting out her priorities. 
She is quoted as saying: 
“Too many older people 
live in poverty, have ill 
health, feel excluded or 
discriminated against, 
do not have the basic 
information they need 
to make important deci¬ 
sions, are victims of 
abuse or simply do not 
receive the little bit of 
help needed when they 
ask for it.” 

The commissioner 
has over the last few 
months been very active 
visiting many parts of 
Wales with what she 
describes as her 
‘Engagement 
Roadshow’ meeting 
with older people and 
hearing what matters to 
them. 

She has already con¬ 
cluded that older people 
don’t want ‘huge things’ 
often it is about ‘the 
small things like getting 
a bit of help on a timely 
basis.’ 

Often the help need¬ 
ed is to overcome the 
thousand little barriers 
that get in the way. 
When she comes to 
Porthcawl the commis¬ 
sioner will be keen to 
hear what matters to us 


in Porthcawl and district 
and particularly what 
barriers impact on the 
lives of all of us and our 
families. 

Gary Victor, chair¬ 
man of Porthcawl 
SHOUT, is to be 
applauded for inviting 
the Commissioner to 
come to Porthcawl so 
soon after her appoint¬ 
ment. 

This ‘special’ 
Porthcawl SHOUT 
meeting will be held at 
Trinity Church Hall, 
Porthcawl on Friday, 
December 7 and while 
the formal meeting will 
commence at 2pm, 
members and friends 
are invited to meet for a 
Christmas party with 
coffee and mince pies 
(£2 per head) at lpm, 
and it is hoped that the 
commissioner will also 
find it possible to join 
us for this informal 
gathering. 

All are welcome to 
participate in what 
should be a special 
informative, and 
thought provoking occa¬ 
sion. 


CLIVE MORT 
Hon Secretary 


HE 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


Looking forward 
to carols and 
some mince pies 
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SCHOOLS PUT SMILE ON PUDSEY’S FACE 


PRIMARY schools across Bridgend 
county borough showed their ‘Pudsey 
Power’ by raising hundreds of pounds 
for this year’s Children in Need. Efforts 
included pyjama days, cake sales and 
talent competitions, with donations con¬ 
tributing to the record £26.8m raised by 
the event. 

Among the schools taking part were St Robert’s 


Bridgend 
student shines 
for ‘Team Wales’ 
at skills show 


COMPUTER wiz¬ 
ard Andrew Bayliss 
(21) from Bridgend 
College, was high¬ 
ly-commended by 
judges for his 
impressive per¬ 
formance against 
challengers from 
across the UK dur¬ 
ing the prestigious 
WorldSkills UK 
championship in 
Birmingham last 
weekend. 

Andrew demonstrated 
his skills in the 
advanced Microsoft IT 
technician category of 
the competition, which 
took place at the inaugu¬ 
ral Skills Show in the 
National Exhibition 
Centre. 

The honour success 
followed three days of 
competition during 


which the young trainee 
was set a series of chal¬ 
lenging tasks in order to 
demonstrate his skill 
against his peers from 
all across the UK. 

The Bridgend student 
won his way through to 
the finals based on his 
outstanding performance 
in the Skills 
Competition Wales pro¬ 
gramme earlier this 
year. 

Welsh representation 
at the Show also includ¬ 
ed students and appren¬ 
tices in design, carpen¬ 
try, automotive engi¬ 
neering, stained glass 
making, plumbing, plas¬ 
tering and industrial 
electronics. Some were 
from the Cardiff & Vale 
College. 

Between them, Welsh 
competitors took a total 
of 15 medals, including 
five golds, three silvers 
and seven bronzes. 


Catholic Primary in Aberkenfig, where the children 
raised a tremendous £160 by wearing Pudsey- 
inspired outfits, 

Brackla Primary raised a brilliant £220.25. The 
children went to school in their pyjamas, spots or 
their own clothes and Pudsey’s cafe was open for 
the children to buy a selection of yummy goodies. 

Pupils and staff at Bryncethin School went to 
school wearing spotty clothes and raised £296 hav¬ 
ing a fun day, which included picture making, cake 
decorating and Pudsey games in the yard. 

Bryntirion Infants also wore spotty clothes and 
made cakes, raising a magnificent £259.85 for 
charity. 

In Cefn Glas, children at Cefn Glas Infants 
raised a fantastic £212 by wearing their pyjamas to 
school, while children at Llangewydd Juniors wore 
spotty outfits and jumped up and down during a 
‘Teacher’s got Talent’ show, raising £378. 

A wear-your-pyjamas-to-school day was also 
held at Coety Primary in Coity, who raised a won¬ 
derful £182.50. 

Children and staff at Comeli Primary had a very 
busy day in their spotty clothes and pyjamas, as 
the infants had fun in a Pudsey colouring and col¬ 
lage competition, while the juniors designed new 
friends for Pudsey and wrote Pudsey poems. 

The school raised an excellent £144.56, had fun 
jumping and dancing to the CBBC Pudsey song, 
and had their message shown on TV. 


Coy church Primary raised £140 for Children in 
Need by wearing their pyjamas to school and 
enjoying a disco. 

In Gilfach Goch, children at Abercerdin Primary 
went to school wearing their pyjamas and also 
donated old toys for a bring and buy sale, raising a 
remarkable £363.32 

Children at Mynydd Cynffig Juniors did Kenfig 
Hill proud as they raised £295 with a pyjama day, 
cake sale and a ‘Mynydd Cynffig has got Talent’ 
contest. 

FUNDRAISING 

There were a lot of fundraising activities going 
on in the Llynfi Valley, with Llangynwyd, 
Plasnewydd and Nantyffyllon Primaries all getting 
involved. Children at Llangynwyd Primary raised 
£137.45 by wearing their pyjamas to school; 
Plasnewydd Primary raised £173 holding a ‘P 
Factor’ competition and disco, baking spotty cook¬ 
ies and wearing spotty clothes; and children at 
Nantyffyllon Primary dressed inside-out and back- 
to-front and sold cakes, raising an amazing 
£391.43. 

Oldcastle Primary raised over £350 by dressing 
in their pyjamas and holding a cake sale while 
children at Pencoed Primary wore wacky wigs and 
crazy headgear to a non-uniform day, raising £100. 

West Park Primary in Porthcawl raised 
£1,366.67 with a non-uniform day, X Factor com¬ 
petition and a variety of stalls. 


Laleston WI pass on the 90th 
anniversary celebration book 


DUE to the absence of the 
president, Marilyn Davies, 
the November meeting was 
chaired by vice president, 
Helen Fry. 

Helen Fry introduced the 
speakers - three very talented 
ladies, Lyn, Linda and Nita, to 
talk about their display of jew¬ 
ellery. 

They also demonstrated their 
work on the lovely beaded neck¬ 
laces, bracelets, earrings and 
watches. 


They thoroughly enjoy their 
hobby and their presentation was 
much admired by all. 

Since the meeting, 14 members 
had attended the Autumn Council 
Meeting. Next year will see the 
90th anniversary of GFWI and a 
project of a celebration book is 
underway. 

Each institute will produce a 
page about their own institute to 
be added to the book. 

A programme for passing the 
book from institute to institute has 
been arranged and Laleston 


received it from Merthyr Mawr 
and then passed it on to Pen-y- 
Fai. The latter event was carried 
out at a coffee morning on 
November 19. 

The completed book will be 
ready for November 2013. 

At the end of the meeting, pres¬ 
ident Jean Griffiths offered an 
invitation to join in their carol 
service on December 3. 

The next Laleston meeting will 
be on December 5 - with carols 
and a Christmas party. JR 


The BBC’s Children in Need programme has 
existed in a variety of formats stretching back over 
50 years, but took the telethon format that is in 
place today in 1980. 

It strives to provide every child in the UK with a 
safe, happy and secure childhood, allowing them 
the chance to reach their potential. 


BBC rugby expert 
to speak at Mayor’s 
charity dinner 


THE Mayor of the 
county borough of 
Bridgend, Coun 
Marlene Thomas, is 
holding a ‘nearly 
Christmas dinner’ at 
the Heronston Hotel, 
Ewenny Road, 
Bridgend. 

The master of cere¬ 
monies will be Carwyn 
Jones AM, the First 
Minister, and it takes 
place on Friday, 


November 30, 7pm for 
7.30pm. 

The guest speaker is 
Eddie Butler, broadcast¬ 
er, commentator and 
historian. 

Tickets are £25 per 
person, and for further 
information contact: M 
Major on 01656 
664105. 

Funds raised go to 
the Mayor’s appeal, 
which supports local 
charities. 


MHWQ JIM MRJTMff 


Santa on ice! 


PORTHCAWL Lions have announced that this 
year, Santa has a brand new grotto, and will be in 
his ice house in the Y Centre, John Street, from 
10am to 4pm every Saturday until Christmas. 
Entrance is £3 and “ncludes a “good, age-appro¬ 
priate present”. 

Street surgeries 

HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES, MP for Ogmore, will 
hold street surgeries on Friday, November 30, 
lpm-3pm and a drop-in session at Llanharan 
Drop-In Centre between 3pm-4pm. 

SHOUT meeting 

PORTHCAWL SHOUT Forum will hold a public 
on Friday, December 7, at 2pm with the Older 
People’s Commissioner for Wales, Sarah 
Rochira. 

Coffee and mince pies at £2 per head available 
from 1pm prior to the meeting. 




4A WEST WINDS BUSNESS PARK, LLANGAN, Nr COWBRIDGE, CF35 5DR 

Next to Llangan Primary School - Free Parking and Complimentary Coffee! 

Tel. 01656 861120 www.homecomfortsfw.co.uk 


HOME 


COMFORTS 


Home Comforts Furniture Warehouse 

- Free Delivery! 


Save £100’s 
on 

Dining Sets! 


Oak Bedside Cabinets 
from £79.00 

Check out our new 
Pine Ranges including 
Bordeaux and Painted 
Bedroom and 
Occasional 


Fully Assembled 
Furniture! 
Traditionally 
Made, 

Quality 

Furniture! 

Cheeky 
Monkey 
Range - 
Painted 
Kids Furniture 


FREE Father Christmas 
visit for the kids on the 
1st & 2nd December 
(11am - 4pm) and 
complimentary mulled 
wine or coffee for 
adults. \ 
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LOCAL SCHOOL CELEBRATES ITS 30th 

ANNIVERSARY AT NORTH CORNELLY 



ABOVE: Members of the pupils publicity council - Sgwad ( Sgwennu Sger’ 
- with teacher Mrs Delyth Nicholls 


RIGHT: The pupils in their 
World Book Day costumes. 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KEITH E MORGAN 


THIS year, Ysgol y 
Ferch O’r Sger cel¬ 
ebrates its 30th 
anniversary. 

The Welsh medium 
primary school in North 
Comelly serves the 
catchment area of 
Porthcawl, Nottage, 
Newton, Comelly, Pyle, 
Kenfig Hill and Cefn 
Cribwr and was estab¬ 
lished in 1982. 

It takes its name from 
the legend of ‘The Maid 
ofSker’, associated with 
Sker House, which 
stands about three or 
four miles away, across 
the sand dunes.. Y 

The school has grown 
from 30 pupils and three 
members of staff in 
1982, to a pupil number 
of 250 and a staff of 25. 

Until 1996, the school 
was on Comelly Cross 
in the old school build¬ 
ing on school road 
before being relocated to 
the current site in 
Greenfield Terrace. 

A school spokesman 
said: “Ysgol y Ferch O’r 
Sger prides itself on its 
positive ethos and its 
cultural and linguistic 
tradition. 

“The school has 
enjoyed many successes 
throughout its history, 
has a long-standing rela¬ 
tionship with the ‘Urdd’ 
youth movement and has 
achieved significant 


national success 
throughout its history by 
competing in eisteddfo- 
dau. 

“This year promises 
to be another busy year 
with special events 
organised to celebrate 
the school’s 30th birth¬ 
day.” 

The school has just 
put together ‘Sgwad 
Sgwennu Sger’ - the 
school’s pupil publicity 
council, who are all vol¬ 
unteer members and 
pupils in year 5 and 6. 

Its aim is to publicise 
and raise the school’s 
profile and, inspired by 
the television pro¬ 
gramme Young 
Apprentice, the members 
hold their own board 
/- 


meetings. A spokesper¬ 
son said: “We are very 
proud of our school and 
are eager to share our 
successes with the com¬ 
munity.” 

In the mn-up to 


Christmas, there will be 
a number of concerts in 
the school, and a major 
celebration concert is 
planned for next June, in 
the Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

A 


ABOVE: Cornelly Council School where 
Ysgol y Ferch O'r Sger first started life in 1982. 



ABOVE: Early this year, pupils dressed in costumes from popular 
children’s books to celebrate World Book Day, and took part in a 
tree planting ceremony to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
Of 60 trees planted throughout Cornelly, Elan Homes donated 
three. In the photograph, above, are: Coun Jeff Tildesley; 
Coun Megan Butcher (chair of governors); Mrs Rhiannon 
Dixon (headteacher); Mr Gareth Davies (deputy headteacher); 
Ian Lavis, commercial director, Elan Homes, and 
Ms Emma Canton, sales executive, Elan Homes. 



Ysgoly Ferch O'r Sger today in Greenfield Terrace, North Cornelly. 


Youth Orchestra 
showcases talent 


TALENTED young 
musicians from 
Bridgend Youth 
Orchestra hope to 
hit the right notes 
at two upcoming 
performances at 
Coleg Cymunedol y 
Dderwen in Tondu. 

The junior ensembles 
will perform on Friday, 
November 30, while 
senior ensembles, 
accompanied by 
Bridgend Youth Choir, 
will take to the stage on 
Friday, December 7. 
Both shows start at 6pm 
and are on the site of the 
former Ynysawdre 
Comprehensive. 

Organised by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s chil¬ 
dren’s directorate, both 
evenings will feature 
orchestras, string ensem¬ 


bles, wind and junior big 
bands playing a varied 
programme of music, as 
well as some classic 
rock and pop. 

There will also be 
plenty of Christmas 
songs to get audiences 
into the festive spirit. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “It’s a privilege to 
see our young musi¬ 
cians’ development. 
Their enthusiasm and 
commitment is fantastic 
and listening to them in 
concert will be a real 
treat.” 

Tickets are £6.50/£3 
concessions. For more 
information, or to buy 
tickets, contact Jeff Ryan 
on 01656 642658 or 
07961 192408, or email: 
jejfrey. ryan @ b ridgend. g 
ov.uk. 




SANTA’S 

ST COMING TO^ 

ijou 

meet eat pa 


t AftAtQt La Hu 


GIVE THE GIFT OF YEAR ROUND PLAY THIS CHRISTMAS 

% 

£5/Month Unlimited Entry 



48a Eastgate, Cowbridge 
Follow us on Twitter & Facebook 



Santa’s Coming to Bijou 

Santa’s Grotto - 

£7/child £3 members 
22nd & 23rd December 
10-12pm (Advance booking recommended) 

• Private family meetings with Santa in his grotto 

• Framed photo with Santa (charged separately) 

• Small gift for every child 

• Play session at Bijou 

Tea with Santa - 

£ 12/person £9/member families 
22nd & 23rd December from 12.30pm 
Various afternoon sessions - 
advanced bookings required 

• Christmas Tea 

• Santa to visit every table 

• Family framed photograph with Santa ^ 

• Sing-a-long Christmas carols with Santa 

• Christmas Crackers and gift for every child 

• Play session at Bijou 
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Ladies Guild’s 
50th birthday 

ST DAVIDS Ladies Guild, Nottage, held 
their 50th anniversary lunch at Fairways, 
Porthcawl, on November 1, with a cake, a 
raffle and the gift of a pen to members to 
mark the special day, which some founder 
members also attended. 

The guild meets monthly and raises money for 
charity. 

The next event is a carol service on December 
20, open to all, at St Davids Church, Nottage, at 
7.30pm. The collection is for the Noah’s Ark 
appeal. 


Colwinston pupils go 
to town for Operation 
Christmas Child appeal 


RIGHT: Young 
volunteers are proud 
of the roundhouse they 
have helped to build. 
A YOUNG volun¬ 
teer group at 
Bryngarw Country 
Park has been 
embracing the 
Olympic legacy 
and showing that it 
isn’t limited to just 
sport, carrying on 
the spirit from this 
summer’s Games. 

The Bryngarw Park 
Volunteer Group donate 
one Saturday a month to 
assisting the park 
rangers in a variety of 
tasks to preserve the 
park’s natural environ¬ 
ment. 

The volunteers have 
recently been contribut¬ 
ing to the latest phase of 
a nature garden devel¬ 
opment, which the 
rangers have been creat¬ 
ing with their help for 
more than five years. 

The latest phase has 
seen the volunteers and 
rangers building a 
‘roundhouse’ structure, 
using materials from the 
park. 

Funded by the 
Countryside Council for 
Wales and working in 
partnership with 
Llangynwyd-based 
community group, Cwm 
Tawel, the project aims 


to give an understand¬ 
ing of the various uses 
of, and skills required 
for, working with natu¬ 
ral materials gathered in 
the park. 

Once completed, the 
temporary structure will 
be used as an outdoor 
classroom area until the 
end of its natural life. 

The volunteers’ next 
event will see them 
helping the rangers with 
a woodland manage¬ 
ment programme. 


The woodland man¬ 
agement event is taking 
place this Saturday 
between 10.30am- 
2.30pm, meeting at the 
park’s visitor centre. 

All tools and training 
will be provided, but 
suitable clothing and 
footwear must be worn. 

Volunteers aged 
under 16 or anyone 
with special require¬ 
ments should contact 
the rangers beforehand 
to discuss. 


■ 


Dr Sara Hayes receives her flu jab from 
ABM immunisation co-ordinator, June Wheel. 

Get your flu 

jab now - 
it could save 
your life - call 


DOCTORS in 
Bridgend are con¬ 
cerned about the 
health of high-risk 
patients who still 
haven’t had their 
flu jab. 

Their message is, if 
you are in one of the 
high-risk groups, con¬ 
tact your GP now and 
make an appointment to 
have your free flu jab. 

Flu is a respiratory 
illness that spreads very 
easily from person to 
person. For many peo¬ 
ple it is annoying but 
uneventful. 

However, for some 
people it can be life 
threatening. 

Dr Sara Hayes, ABM 
director of public health, 
explains: “This is a very 
serious matter and a 
cause of great concern. 
We are well into 
November and are very 
worried that many of 
our patients still haven’t 
had their flu jab. 

“If you are in one of 
the high-risk groups, go 
to your GP and get your 
free flu jab now. 

“It is very, very, 
important that people 
who have existing 
health conditions realise 
that for them flu is 
extremely serious and 


can be life threatening.” 

High-risk groups are: 
over 65 s; over six 
months with a long-term 
health condition; preg¬ 
nant women; immuno- 
suppressed or living 
with someone who is; 
carers; and those living 
in residential or long- 
stay care. 

Dr Bruce Ferguson, 
ABM medical director, 
and lead doctor for the 
health board, agrees 
with Dr Hayes: “You 
can’t get flu from the 
jab, as the vaccination 
itself is not a live flu 
virus. 

“If you do have flu 
after having the jab, it is 
more than likely a coin¬ 
cidence, and you 
already had the virus in 
your body before you 
had the jab. 

“The jab itself is safe 
and most people suffer 
little more than a sore 
arm after having it. If 
you have any concerns, 
speak to your GP, then 
make a final decision. 

“Please don’t just 
decide not to have your 
jab.” 

Both Dr Hayes and 
Dr Ferguson say they 
themselves have had the 
flu jab. 


To get involved, or 
find out more about 
what the group has been 
getting up to, contact 
the park rangers at: 
bryngarwpark@ brid 
gend.gov.uk. 


CHILDREN at St David’s Church in 
Wales Primary School, Colwinston, 
recently supported the Operation 
Christmas Child campaign in its bid to 
deliver the 100 millionth gift-filled shoe- 
box to a child in need. 

The project certainly raised awareness 
of wider global issues, and children were 
pleased to have the opportunity to help 
other children who are less fortunate. 


Who wants to build 
what, and where? 


F ulgo Developments -106 Nolton 
Street, Bridgend - replacement sig¬ 
nage. 

Lloyds Banking Group -19 Talbot 
Street, Maesteg - 1 x fascia, 2 x pro¬ 
jectors and 1 x buckle (int. illuminat¬ 
ed) and 7 x overlays, 2 x applied 
vinyls (non illuminated). 

Robert Hitchings Ltd - Phase Two, 
Central Park, Western Avenue, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate, Bridgend 

- construct 4 no. B1/B2/B8 industrial 
units with loading and storage areas, 
car parking, hard and soft landscap¬ 
ing. 

Mr Carl Griffiths - 33 Llwyn y Groes, 
Broadlands - build retaining walls, 
level bund, create access steps and 
level existing garden. 

Mr S Matthews - Plot r/o 35 
Danygraig Avenue, Porthcawl - 
detached dwelling. 

BCBC wellbeing directorate - Grand 
Pavilion, The Esplanade, Porthcawl 

- install fresh air inlets at ground and 
first floor level, including 18 alumini¬ 
um grilles. 

BCBC childrens directorate - 
Ynysawdre Comprehensive School, 
Heol yr Ysgol, Tondu - storage silo 
approx 9.72m high and 3.4m in diam¬ 
eter to store wood pellets as a fuel 
source for the school biomass boiler. 
Mr Craig Kendall - 4 Dan yr Eglws, 
Bettws - first floor flat roof extension 
and side extension to existing garage, 
convert garage to gym/store/playroom 
and new garage. 

Mr Warren Videan - 79 Castle Street, 
Maesteg - retention of beauty salon 
use and proposed laser beauty treat¬ 
ment use. 

Bridgend CBC - Maesteg Welfare 
Park off Neath Road, Maesteg - tim¬ 
ber bridge crossing Nant y Crynwydd. 
Mr and Mrs J Beale - 12 The 
Retreat, Porthcawl - retrospective 
planning application for a garage. 
Livos Energy Limited - Land at Ty 
Tanglwyst Dairy, Pyle - screening 
option for proposed single wind tur¬ 
bine. 

HD Limited - land r/o The Toll 
House, off Derwen Road, Bridgend - 

temporary (five year) pay and display 


car park and bin store, with courtyard 
external works and service yard to 
elder mews. 

Mr A D Hookings - 35 Mill View, 
Maesteg - two single storey exten¬ 
sions and remove existing attached 
garage. 

Mr Nigel Thomas - 2 Eustace Drive, 
Sarn - erection of detached dwelling. 
Mr Jeff Lounders - 2 Joslin Road, 
Litchard - single storey extension and 
loft conversion to bedroom. 

Persimmon Homes Ltd - Land at 
Parc Derwen, Coity - extend time to 
submit reserved matters for 
P/00/288/OUT for additional five 
years affecting footpath 17 Coity 
Higher. 

Mr L Davies - 8 Bracken Way, 
Litchard - single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

HD Limited - Cae Court, 12 Merthyr 
Mawr Road, Bridgend - proposed 
verandah (listed building consent). 

Mr B Hooper -10 Rogers Lane, 
Laleston - first floor side extension 
and single storey rear extension. 
BCBC childrens directorate - 
Bryncethin Primary School, Hong 
Kong Terrace, Bryncethin - single 
storey early years unit (nursery/recep¬ 
tion ancillary accommodation) and 
additional car parking. 

Mr Andrew Hobbs -18 Riverside, 
Aberkenfig - single storey living area 
to rear, extend garage length, new 
retaining wall and external chimney 
stack. 

Mr David Lloyd - 1 Woodland Way, 
Sarn - rear single storey extension. 
Mr David Thomas - Bethania House, 
Bryncethin - sun room. 

Mr and Mrs Murphy - Orchard 
Cottage, Church Street, Porthcawl - 
demolish existing lean-to and 
glasshouse and construct new conser¬ 
vatory. 


GREEN-FINGERED 
VOLUNTEERS 
GOING FOR GOLD! 


Did you 
know you 
can read 
your 
GEM 
online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 


Quiz League round-up 


ON Monday, 
November 19, it 
was Pheasant 
Poachers’ misfor¬ 
tune to meet lead¬ 
ers Llangewydd 
Arms in their cur¬ 
rent superb form, 
and have salt 
rubbed into their 
already deep 
wounds by a 53-32 
defeat. 

Two other first divi¬ 
sion matches had close 
finishes: Tondu Railway 
Club just got home by 
40-38 away to Tyrisha 
Royals. 

Tyrisha Nomads 
guessed right on the last 
question while, at 38-37 
up, Crown Inn ‘A’ 
guessed wrong, Nomads 
won 39-37. 

In the other Division 
One game, Six Bells got 
their first win of the 
season, coming away 
winners from 


Mackworth Arms, who 
were a bit below par, by 
36-25. 

In Division Two, 
Greenmeadow deprived 
Cabo Roche of the 
chance to consolidate 
second place. 

After the written sec¬ 
tion, they had a narrow 
lead, and a rare, good 
individual round saw 
them go eight up, which 
they stretched to 12 on 
the run-in, winning 
52-40. 

Crown Inn ‘B’ are 
now lying second 
through a thumping 
51-33 win against 
Pheasant Gamekeepers. 
The remaining two 
games both ended in 
away wins. Oldcastle 
‘B’ won 48-43 at 
Laleston Inn ‘A’, and 
Pyle RFC lost 34-32 to 
Laleston Inn ‘B’. 

Here are your four 
specials: 

1) Which European 
war was ended by the 


Treaty of Westphalia in 
the 17th century, mark¬ 
ing the end of the 
supremacy of the Holy 
Roman Empire? 

2) Who are the two 
US Presidents who 
served a full term of 
four years but failed to 
get elected for a second 
term? 

3) Which Welshman 
scored 41 points for the 
Lions in just three Tests 
against South Africa in 
1997? 

4) The flag of which 
South American country 
consists of two pale blue 
horizontal stripes on 
either side of a white 
one with a radiant yel¬ 
low sun in the middle? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 
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Choirs will add light relief 
to a very serious message 



Porthcawl Male Voice Choir. 


Port Talbot Male Voice Choir 


Report and pictures by 

KEITH E MORGAN 



Andy Thomas, consultant urology surgeon 
at the Princess of Wales Hospital 


WHAT’S ON/ in brief 


Pencoed fayre 

PENCOED RFC is 
holding a Christmas 
craft fayre on 
Saturday, December 8, 
(10am-3.30pm). Entry 
is free and there is 
ample parking, with 
refreshments available 
all day at Felindre 
Road. 

There will be a good 
range of handmade craft 
stalls and home produce 
available. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Michelle 
Halse on 01656 860152. 

Tabernacl 

concert 

TABERNACL Music 
Society’s next concert 
will be a performance 
of The Armed Man: A 
Mass for Peace - by 
Karl Jenkins. 

Written to mark the 
Millennium, it depicts 


the horrors and terrible 
consequences of war, 
and ends with a hope for 
lasting peace and recon¬ 
ciliation. 

Also in the pro¬ 
gramme will be two of 
Handel’s Coronation 
Anthems: Zadok the 
Priest and Let Thy Hand 
be Strengthened, and 
Albinoni’s Adagio for 
Organ and Strings per¬ 
formed by the choir’s 
resident accompanist, 
Steven Burges. 

The choir and orches¬ 
tra will be conducted as 
usual by their musical 
director, Kevin Adams, 
on Sunday, December 9, 
(7.30pm) in Tabernacl 
Chapel, Derwen Road, 
Bridgend. Contact 
07974 765578. 

NHS changes: 

drop-in day 

IN response to demand 
for more public infor- 


PORTHCAWL and 
Port Talbot Male 
Voice Choirs are to 
take part in ‘Men 
Talking’ work¬ 
shops, tackling the 
serious subject of 
prostate and testic¬ 
ular cancer using 
music, humour and 
stories. 

The ‘Give 1,000 
Welshmen a Voice’ pro¬ 
gramme was launched at 
the Senedd earlier this 
year, hosted by David 
Melding, the Deputy 
Presiding Officer and 
supported by cross-party 
Assembly members. 

Porthcawl and Port 
Talbot choirs sang at the 
launch event in Cardiff 
Bay. 

The workshops will 


mation on drop-in days 
over NHS changes, 
another date has been 
added to the engage¬ 
ment calendar on 
Monday, December 10 
(4pm-8pm) in Sarn 
Life Centre, Bridgend, 
CF32 9SW. 

For more details, see 
www. chang ingforthebet 
ter.org.uk 

Hall concert 

YNYSAWDRE Village 
Hall presents an 
evening with the 
Maesteg Children’s 
Choir, under musical 
director Enid Sian 
Hughes and accompa¬ 
nist Rhiannon 

Williams-Hale, on 
Friday, December 14, 
at 7pm. 

Admission is £5, 
including homemade 
refreshments. For tick¬ 
ets, contact Mair Norton 
on 01656 722115. 


feature heart-warming 
stories of Welsh real-life 
cancer survivors, while 
GPs and health profes¬ 
sionals will attend to 
answer questions from 
the audience. 

The workshops are 
being staged by Men 
Talking of Cardiff, 
whose directors 
Dominic Rai and 
Richard Dunning want 
to reduce the number of 
unnecessary deaths from 
prostate and testicular 
cancer every year that 
happen simply because 
men are reluctant to go 
to their doctors with 
their worries. 

Prof Malcolm 
Mason, a prostate can¬ 
cer expert of Cardiff 
University, says that the 
Men Talking workshops 
will add something 
unique to work going 
on in the NHS. 

Andy Thomas, a con¬ 
sultant urology surgeon 
at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, has 
also given his full sup¬ 
port to the project: “I 
am confronted on a 
daily basis by the lethal 
effects of the late diag¬ 
nosis of cancer, particu¬ 
larly among men. 

“If prostate and tes¬ 
ticular cancers are iden¬ 
tified in the early stages, 
then survival rates are 
very good. Often 
though, many men 
ignore the danger signs 
and choose not to visit 
their doctors. 

“The Men Talking 
workshops are a great 
way to spread the mes¬ 
sage and to persuade 
men to open up about 
their health problems 
and I think it could 
make a real difference.” 

Further information 
can be obtained from 
info @ mentalking. co. uk. 


‘Can I 


be your 
Sonny 
boyV 



“HELLO, my name 
is Sonny, and I am 
looking for a loving 
home to spend my 
twilight years, after 
living with my previ¬ 
ous owner since I 
was three years old. 

“I am a very adapt¬ 
able cat with a confident 
and affectionate person¬ 
ality. I do have my funny 
ways sometimes, just like 
any other cat. 

“I do love to curl up 
on a warm lap and 
snooze most days when 
it is cold outside. 

“My only item on my 
Christmas list is a new 
home. 

“So if you would like 
to meet me, please come 
and say hello!” 

Contact Cats 
Protection, Bridgend 
Adoption Centre, Pant 
Hirwaun, Bryncethin, 
Bridgend, CF32 9UJ; 
telephone 01656 726 
621, fax 01656 722 012; 
email bridgend.manager 
@cats.org.uk; website 
http.V/bridgend. cats. org. 
uk; or visit our pages at 
www.facebook. com/cpbri 
dgend. 


CARDIFF CROWN COURT ROUND-UP 
by AJ SICLUNA 


Community order 
given to Vulnerable 
person’ over drugs 


A “VULNERABLE PERSON” 
has been sentenced to a com¬ 
munity order at Cardiff 
Crown Court for drugs 
offences. 

Laney Brockwell (21) had admitted 
possessing cannabis with intent to sup¬ 
ply, and offering to supply the drug. 

The community order will run for a 
year, and Judge Neil Bidder also 
imposed a supervision order for a year 
and directed that Brockwell, of Heol 
Las, North Cornelly, carry out 80 
hours unpaid work. 

The judge said that Brockwell had 
been running a small-scale operation 
with a relatively modest amount of 
cannabis. 

“You offered to supply about 10 
people. This was almost a question of 
sharing between users, and could hard¬ 
ly be described as a retail business.” 


He said that the last thing that 
Brockwell should have been doing 
was taking drugs, because there had 
been mental health problems. 

“I consider you are a vulnerable 
person”, said the Judge. 

Cash of £1,610 found in the posses¬ 
sion of Brockwell was ordered to be 
forfeited. 

Prosecutor David Thomas said that 
on April 25, police officers executed a 
search warrant at Brockwell’s home. 

There, they found cannabis with a 
value of up to £1,300. 

On Brockwell’s mobile phone were 
texts indicating he had offered to sup¬ 
ply a small circle. 

His counsel, Byron Broadstock, 
suggested that the court take recom¬ 
mendation of a community order 
which was in a pre-sentence report. 

Brockwell was said to have no pre¬ 
vious convictions. 


Bridgend Magistrates 
criticised for not 
sentencing local man 


A JUDGE at Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
criticised Bridgend 
Magistrates for 
committing an 
Aberkenfig man for 
sentence on a series 
of drugs charges. 

Judge Neil Bidder 
said the Magistrates 
were wrong in commit¬ 
ting Anthony Hooper 
(29) for sentence. 

“It was well within 
the magistrates’ sentenc¬ 
ing powers,” said Judge 
Bidder. 

Hooper, of Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig, 
had admitted possessing 
amphetamine and being 
concerned in the supply 
of it. 

He was jailed for six 
weeks. The judge said: 
“You are not involved in 
drugs trafficking your¬ 


self. Unfortunately, you 
have been incapable of 
benefiting from commu¬ 
nity orders imposed in 
the past and you have 
suffered from depres¬ 
sion, contributed by 
tragic events in your 
own life.” 

He said there was no 
alternative but custody. 

Prosecutor Nicholas 
Gedge said that on July 
15, police received 
reports of Hooper 
behaving bizarrely, 
which led to him being 
apprehended. 

He appeared to be 
incoherent. 

He told officers he 
was in possession of 
amphetamine, and 
pointed to his groin. 

Plastic bags of the 
drug were found in the 
waistband of his 
trousers. He denied sell¬ 


ing drugs, but admitted 
supplying a neighbour. 

He was said to have 
convictions for theft, 
wounding, and possess¬ 
ing class A drugs. 

Owen Williams, 
defending, said his use 
of amphetamine had got 
out of control. 

In the past, he said, 
his life had been chaotic 
but he was now moti¬ 
vated to address his 
misuse of drugs, and 
now had a significant 
relationship with some¬ 
one who didn’t take 
drugs. 

“He wants to change 
his lifestyle,” said Mr 
Williams. 

Said the Judge: “I 
hope your new partner 
provides you with the 
motive to stop taking 
drugs.” 


Men urged to ‘take 
responsibility’ for 
stamping out abuse 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
last week took part 
in a parliamentary 
event to promote 
the White Ribbon 
Campaign 
( www.whiteribbon 
campaign.co. uk), 
which aims to 
ensure that men 
take more responsi¬ 
bility for reducing 
the level of violence 
against women. 

White Ribbon Day, 
November 25, is recog¬ 
nised as United Nations’ 
International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence 
against Women, and the 
MP stressed: “In enter¬ 
ing Parliament in order 
to make the Bridgend 
constituency a better 
place, there is no more 
important way than to 



Mrs Moon MP, and 
the white ribbon. 


do this than by working 
to eliminate violence 
against women. 

“In my constituency 
work, I come across 
many cases of abuse, 
both physical and men¬ 
tal, and I am a keen sup¬ 
porter of local organisa¬ 
tions such as Bridgend 


Women’s Aid. However, 
it is important that men 
take an active role in the 
campaign. 

“On my visits to 
schools in the communi¬ 
ty, I will seek to chal¬ 
lenge discriminatory 
attitudes and promote 
healthy relationships.” 

She added: “It is a 
sad reflection of our 
times that 42 per cent of 
young people know girls 
whose boyfriends hit 
them, and that 40 per 
cent know girls whose 
boyfriends have coerced 
or pressurised them to 
have sex. 

“The campaign is not 
just about wearing a 
white ribbon on 
November 25, it’s about 
all men questioning 
their attitudes and doing 
their bit to reduce 
domestic violence.” 
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PUPILS ENJOY THEIR 
INTRODUCTION TO 
SHAKESPEARE’S WORLD 




BELOW: A death scene in rehearsal - probably Romeo? 



Calls for volunteers 


ABOVE: 

An animated crowd 
scene as the pupils 
get involved in the 
action. 


RECENTLY, years 
3-4 of St David’s 
Church in Wales 
Primary School 
were lucky enough 
to work with 
Yvonne Murphy, 
theatre director 
with Omidaze 
Drama Company, 
who went through 
a range of drama 
activities, culminat¬ 
ing in the re-enact¬ 
ing of Romeo and 
Juliet. 

“I never knew 
Shakespeare could be 
so much fun!” said one 
of the pupils - thoughts 
echoed by class teacher 
Janis Ellis. 

“The children had 
an excellent introduc¬ 
tion to Shakespeare 
through Yvonne’s 
workshops, which has 
definitely whetted their 
appetite to find out 
more about his writing. 

“We are studying the 
Tudors and Stuarts at 
the moment, so the 
theme of the day com¬ 
plemented our learn¬ 
ing.” 

“Also thanks to par¬ 
ent, Mrs Susie Fryar, 
who proved a dab hand 
with the camera!” 


THE Marie Curie 
Cancer Care is 
appealing for vol¬ 
unteers to join its 
Bridgend and 
Porthcawl 
fundraising group 
of volunteers, to 
meet on a monthly 
basis and under¬ 
take activities such 


as the Great 
Daffodil Appeal, 
Blooming Great 
Tea Party and pro¬ 
motion of local 
events. 

All funds raised by 
the group helps the char¬ 
ity’s registered nurses 
and healthcare assistants 
to provide home nursing 


care for patients with 
terminal cancer and 
other illnesses. 

The charity’s commu¬ 
nity fundraiser, Hannah 
Leckie, said: “We really 
want to raise awareness 
of the fantastic work 
being done by our nurses 
in the community in 
Bridgend and Porthcawl 
by increasing the num¬ 
bers in this fundraising 
group. 

“Marie Curie Nurses 
help not only patients 
but the whole family at a 
time that is very distress¬ 
ing - giving people the 
choice to spend their 
final days at home with 
loved ones is the main 
aim of Marie Curie 
Cancer Care. 

“Through joining a 
local fundraising group, 
you can help to raise the 
vital funds and aware¬ 
ness that are so needed 
here in Bridgend and 
Porthcawl.” 

For more informa¬ 
tion, call community 
fundraiser Hannah 
Leckie on 01792 461435 
or email hannah. leck¬ 
ie @ mariecurie. org. uk. 


Christmas Shoebox 
Appeal is supported 
by Ogmore MP 


ST ILLTYD’S Church in 
Llanharry has supported the 
Christmas Shoebox Appeal for 
a number of years and this year 
had the support of the local pri¬ 
mary school, as well as Huw 
Irranca-Davies, MP for 
Ogmore, who recently visited 
the church to show his support 
for the appeal and the work of 
the church in co-ordinating it. 

He also expressed his support, via 
Twitter, for another of St Illtyd’s new 


initiatives - to set up a weekly Food 
Co-op as a service to the local com¬ 
munity. 

Operation Christmas Child is the 
world’s largest children’s Christmas 
project, run by the Christian charity 
Samaritan’s Purse, which has been co¬ 
ordinating the sending of gift-filled 
shoeboxes around the world since 
1990s. 

The community food co-operative 
programme is funded by the Welsh 
Government and helps people get 
fresh fruit and vegetables on a weekly 
basis at wholesale prices. 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 


Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


Festive lights 
THE switching on 
of the Christmas 
lights will take 
place at the 
Cenotaph, Kenfig 
Hill, on Friday, 
December 7, at 
6pm. 

Following this, the 
children will be able to 
meet Father Christmas, 
who will be in his grotto 
(with sweets) at the 
Talbot Community 
Centre. There will also 
be refreshments and a 
junior disco. 

Scope 

THE Community 
Companions Cafe 
will be holding a 
Red Cross session 
and Christmas card 
making in the Rees 
Centre, 9a, Prince 
Road, Kenfig Hill 
on Friday, 
November 30. 

They will also be 
holding an interactive 
healthy eating session 
and Christmas card mak¬ 
ing on Friday, December 
7. Everyone is welcome. 

Further information 
from Fran Pegg on 
01656 741166. 
Wellbeing 
Centre 
ACTIVITIES at 
Mental Health 
Matters, Wales, at 
the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road, 

Kenfig Hill on 
Wednesday, 
December 5 include 
the reading group 


from 3pm-4pm. 

There will also be a 
social afternoon. 

Junior school 

MANY congratula¬ 
tions to the follow¬ 
ing pupils at 
Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who 
were nominated for 
impressing staff at 
the school last 
week: 

Brooke Rees Simcock 
- class 1, Ellis Peart - 
class 2, Ewan Flower - 
class 3, Beth O ’Neill - 
class 4, Mia Watson - 
class 5, Molly Leyland - 
class 6 and Isabel 
Ellwood - class 7. The 
headteacher’s award 
went to Jacob Hesketh - 
class 7. 

The following pupils 
also joined Mr Davies 
for a special lunch last 
Friday as a reward for 
their high standard of 
behaviour: Mia Lunn, 
Chloe Knott, Leah Knott, 
Ffion Clarke, Charlotte 
Edmonds, Niamh 
O’Halloran, Liam 
Evans, Lik To Chung, 
Britney Griffiths and 
Scott Romanis. 

Thanks to everyone’s 
generosity in supporting 
the BBC Children in 
Need Appeal last Friday. 
The pyjama day and 


cake sale raised a fantas¬ 
tic total of £295. 

The school also held a 
‘Mynydd Cynffig Has 
Got Talent’ contest after 
lunch on the same day, 
with Alex Underhill, 
Thomas Llewellyn, 

Mark Underhill and Ben 
Evans chosen as the 
winners by the pupils for 
their original dance-rap 
called ‘Pudsey Style’. 

Friends of Mynydd 
Cynffig Junior School 
will be holding their 
Christmas fair and raffle 
in the school tomorrow, 
Friday November 30, at 
3.30pm. 

The school choir have 
been invited to perform 
at the following events 
in the run-up to 
Christmas: Sunday, 
December 2 - candlelit 
service for Cancer 
Research UK at All 
Saints Church, 

Porthcawl at 4pm; 
Wednesday, December 5 
- Civic Offices, 

Bridgend from 10.30am- 
11am. 

Pisgah Chapel 
MEMBERS of the 
community are 
invited to go along 
this evening 
(Thursday) at 7pm 
to see the complet¬ 
ed renovations of 


the vestry. 

All money raised 
from the sale of cakes 
and refreshments during 
the evening will go to 
the Macmillan organisa¬ 
tion. 

On Monday, 

December 10, the Pisgah 
Chapel carol concert will 
be held at 7pm. Choirs 
from all the local 
schools will be joining 
the Kenfig Hill and 
District Male Voice 
Choir for an evening of 
song. With the 200 voic¬ 
es of the choirs and a 
congregation of around 
400, it will be a night to 
remember. 

A collection will be 
taken during the interval, 
which will be donated to 
worthy causes. For more 
information, ring Rhian 
on 01656 744772, or 
Karen on 01656 740684. 

Family 
support 
HOME Start is a 
small Bridgend- 
based charity who 
provides support 
and friendship for 
families. 

Having lost their main 
funding, they now have 
to operate with part-time 
staff and volunteers. 

They are now looking 
for volunteers who can 
spare a few hours a 
week, either in the day¬ 
time or evening, to 
befriend a family and 
offer support. 

They are hoping to 
start a new preparation 
course in January 2013. 

To find out more, 
visit: www.homestart- 
bridgend.co.uk, or call 
Lesley Evatt on 01656 
668111. 


Former football star backs 
councillors 9 Movember efforts 



Former Wales international John Hartson (centre) with Movember councillors. 


EX-WELSH inter¬ 
national footballer 
John Hartson has 
lent his support to 
the Bridgend coun¬ 
ty borough council¬ 
lors taking part in 
this year’s 
Movember cam¬ 
paign. 

John took time out of 
his busy schedule to 
support councillors 
David White, Craig 
Jones, David Owen, 
Peter Foley, Haydn 
Morgan and Luke Ellis, 
who have all pledged to 
ditch the razor and grow 
moustaches in support 
of the national prostate 
and testicular cancer 
awareness campaign. 

John set up the John 


Hartson Foundation fol¬ 
lowing his battle with 
testicular cancer, which 
spread to his brain and 
left him fighting for life, 
said: “It’s really impor¬ 
tant for men to check 
themselves regularly for 
any signs or symptoms 
of testicular cancer, and 
the Movember cam¬ 
paign is a fantastic way 
of getting that message 
across in a fun, light¬ 
hearted way. 

“It’s great to see the 
local councillors getting 
involved. 

“I set up the John 
Hartson Foundation fol¬ 
lowing my illness to 
raise awareness of the 
disease and help people 
who have been affected 
by cancer, and their 


families. We’re grateful 
for the fantastic support 
we’ve already had and 
I’d love the people of 
Bridgend to join us on 
our BraveHart Ben 
Nevis Challenge, when 
we walk up Britain’s 
highest mountain next 
July to raise vital funds 
for the foundation.” 

Coun Haydn Morgan, 
who represents the 
Morfa ward, said: “To 
have someone as high 
profile as John support 


our efforts is fantastic. 
His story and his ongo¬ 
ing work through the 
John Hartson 
Foundation is a real 
inspiration and has 
motivated us all to work 
extra hard to promote 
the Movember mes¬ 
sages for the next two 
weeks.” 

To find out more 
about the campaign 
visit: www. uk. movem¬ 
ber. com. 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 
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School award 
LAST week, I 
attended assembly 
at Tynyrheol 
Primary School. 
There was a pres¬ 
entation of a book 
to the most 
improved readers 
in each class and I 
saw the joy on their 
faces. 

Mr Martin Griffiths, 
the headteacher, said the 
school had achieved the 
distinction of winning 
its second green flag, 
awarded to schools in 
Wales for looking after 
the school grounds and 
the environment. 

He thanked everyone, 
including members of 
staff, Mrs Grabham (Eco 
co-ordinator) and Mrs 
Christine Jones, and Eco 
committee members: 
year 3 - Tygan Crocker 
and Elbe Street; year 4 - 
Millie Loosmore and 
Tyler Williams; year 5 - 
Rhian Jeremy and 
Charlotte Wong; year 6 
- loan Davies and Teyah 
Jones. 

The headteacher also 
thanked pupils, parents 
and staff who raised the 
magnificent sum of 
£62.50 for the BBC’s 
‘Children in Need’ cam¬ 
paign, Kraig Pook for 
raising the fantastic 
amount of £227 in the 
Cardiff half marathon; 


and everyone who took 
part in the recent 
‘Reading Showdown’ 
which raised an amazing 
£813 for school funds. 

Home Start 

HOME START, 
Bridgend, helps fami¬ 
lies with young chil¬ 
dren through one-to- 
one support and home 
visits. 

Home Start Bridgend 
is looking for volunteers 
who can spare a few 
hours a week, either in 
the daytime or evening 
to befriend a family and 
offer support and plans 
to start a new prepara¬ 
tion course in January. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01656 
668111, email homes- 
tartbridge @ btconnect. c 
om or check the website 
www.homestartbrid 
gend.co.uk. 

Aberkenfig WI 

ABERKENFIG and 
District Women’s 
Institute is designing a 
tree for the Christmas 
tree exhibition in 
Wesley Methodist 
Church, Tondu, deco¬ 
rated with snowmen 
made by members, 
fairy lights and 
baubles. 

The Christmas trees 
will feature in the annu¬ 
al carol concert in the 
church on December 12. 

Taking part will be 
the Tondu Wesley choir 
and children from local 


schools. 

Aberkenfig WI meets 
on the second 
Wednesday of each 
month at the Welfare 
Hall, Heol Persondy, 
Aberkenfig. New mem¬ 
bers and visitors are 
always sure of a warm 
welcome. Further 
details from Mrs Pat 
Lewis, secretary on 
01656 721933, or at 
www. cobwebs, co. uk 

Going green! 

YESTERDAY 
(November 28) Tondu 
Primary School pupils 
wore green clothes, to 
raise awareness of the 
need to protect the 
rainforests. 

They also planted 
young saplings in the 
school grounds, as part 
of tree planting week. 

Mrs Susan Pilcher, 
the headteacher, thanked 
everyone for their con¬ 
tribution towards the 
BBC’s ‘Children in 
Need’ appeal, which 
raised the grand total of 
£496.66; also, the PTA 
for organising the raffle, 
and Mrs Webb for mak¬ 
ing wonderful ‘spotty’ 

The PTA will be hold¬ 
ing the school’s 
Christmas fair next 
Thursday (December 6) 
in the Meadow Street 
building’s school hall at 
3.30pm. 

The school choir will 
be singing Christmas 



carols and Father 
Christmas will be at the 
door to greet everyone. 

There will be plenty 
of stalls to provide inter¬ 
est and year-6 pupils 
will run a toy and book 
stall and are asking chil¬ 
dren to donate unwanted 
items. 

Every pupil will be at 
the pantomime Dick 
Whittington on 

Wednesday, December 

12 . 

The school choir will 
be singing in the carol 
concert at Tondu Wesley 
Methodist church at 
6.30pm on December 
12 . 

Brackla 

concert 

THERE is a Christmas 
concert at Brackla 
Tabernacle Chapel this 
evening from 6.45pm, 
to raise funds for the 
visually impaired in 
Bridgend. 

Guest artists taking 
part include a harp duo, 
year-11 pupils at Ysgol 


Classical surprise for local MP! 



CLASSICAL music ses¬ 
sions and philosophy sur¬ 
prised Bridgend MP 
Madeleine Moon when vis¬ 
iting Porthcawl Primary 
School to meet the pupils 
last week. 

The MP said: “I visited the 
school to meet Mr Woods, head¬ 
teacher, to congratulate everyone 
for achieving the NAACE presti¬ 
gious ICT award. This award is 
given after extensive external 
assessment and is a major 


achievement for Porthcawl 
Primary School. 

“I was invited by Mr Richards, 
teacher of year-6, to observe his 
literacy lesson and listen to his 
pupils read their work. 

“I was very impressed with 
their complete focus on their 
work, while listening to classical 
music and then hearing their cre¬ 
ative story sentences. 

“I was surprised and com¬ 
mended them on hearing that phi¬ 
losophy had become part of their 
weekly curriculum and how they 


were enjoying the art of dis¬ 
cussing what we are about, reality 
and existence. 

“I also visited Miss Bowen’s 
year-5 class who were equally as 
impressive reading their creative 
writing. I took part in a Q&A ses¬ 
sion with them where they asked 
questions about my role as an MP 
and the job I do. 

“The suggestion of a parlia¬ 
mentary debate between the two 
classes was met with great enthu¬ 
siasm and plans are afoot to do 
that early next year.” 


Gyfun Gymraeg 

Llangynwyd, Lowri 
Foster-Davies and 
Niamh Reese. 

Also appearing are 
‘The Heavenly’, ladies 
choral group from 
Bethlehem Life Centre, 
Cefn Cribwr and 
Tremains Junior school 
choir, and a junior brass 
band ensemble formed 
by nine students at 
Bridgend secondary 
schools, including two 
percussionists. 

On Saturday, 

December 1, the chapel 
in Whitethorn Drive is 
holding a Christmas Fair 
between 12 noon and 
5pm, craft and gift mar¬ 
ket, with various stalls. 

The money raised 
will help the charity 
Bridgend Food Bank, 
members of the chapel 
who have financial diffi¬ 
culties, and youth pro¬ 
grammes organised by 
the chapel. 

Choir sings 

TOMORROW evening 
(November 30) there 
will be a concert at 
Ynysawdre 
Community Centre, 
starting at 7pm, with 
entertainment provid¬ 
ed by the Ogmore 
Valley Male Choir. 

Festive airs 
BRACKLA 
Community Centre 
will be hosting a 
Christmas concert by 
the Brackla communi¬ 
ty chorus mixed voice 
choir on November 30 
at 7pm. Guest artists 
will be an ensemble 
from the Archbishop 
McGrath Roman 
Catholic School. 

The choir will also be 
taking part in a 
Christmas concert in 
Heol-y-Cyw chapel on 
Sunday, December 9. 

Silver Band 

IF anyone likes to lis¬ 
ten to brass band 
music, pop along to 
Seasons on Brynmenyn 
industrial estate where 
the Pencoed Silver 
band will be playing on 
December 1,2,8 and 9, 
around midday. 

Toys appeal 

MAESTEG Salvation 
Army, with the co¬ 
operation of Maesteg 
Comprehensive 
School, has organised a 
concert in the school 
hall to raise money and 
donate toys to the 
West Glamorgan coun¬ 



cil on alcohol and drug 
abuse, which is appeal¬ 
ing for Christmas pres¬ 
ents for needy children 
in the area. 

The concert tomor¬ 
row (November 30) 
starts at 7.15pm, and has 
a number of local choirs 
appearing including 
Nantyfyllon Primary 
School, Maesteg 

Children’s Choir and 
Noteworthy mixed 
voice, with music pro¬ 
vided by the Salvation 
Army band. 

There will also be 
solo performances by 
Harvey Rees (trumpet) 
and Rhiannon Williams- 
Hale (piano). 

The concert will be 
sponsored by Co-op 
Funeral Care in 
Bridgend, and tickets 
will be £6 adults, £3 
children. There will be a 
refund of £2 to every 
adult who donates a toy 
or (hopefully) toys. 

Carers’ 

support 

BRIDGEND Carers’ 
Centre supports people 
who look after parents, 
disabled children, 
friends or neighbours. 

It is based at 87 Park 
Street, Bridgend, CF31 
4AZ (telephone 01656 
658479). 

Tomorrow 
(November 30), the cen¬ 
tre will be holding a 
‘Carers’ Rights Day’ and 
the year’s theme will be 
‘Getting Help in Tough 
Times,’ starting at 10am. 

Also present will be 
Ogmore MP Huw 
Irranca-Davies and the 
Mayor of Bridgend 
county Coun Marlene 
Thomas. There will be a 
lunch and entertainment 


afterwards by the ladies 
choir Cantorian Tir Iarll. 

Children 
in Need 

DESPITE gloomy 
news about the econo¬ 
my, the generosity of 
people in the Bridgend 
area amazes me. 

Amounts raised by 
the various schools for 
the Children in Need 
appeal included: St 
Robert’s Roman 

Catholic Primary - £160; 
Abercedin Primary 
(Gilfach Goch) - 
£363.32; Brackla 
Primary - £220.25; 

Bryncethin Primary - 
£296; Bryntirion infants 

- £259.85; Cefn Glas 

infants - £212; 

Llangewydd juniors - 
£378; Coity Primary - 
£182.50; Coychurch 
Primary - £140; Comeli 
Primary - £144.56; 

Mynydd Cynffig juniors 

- £295; Llangynwyd 

Primary - £137.45, 

Nantyffyllon primary - 
£391.43; Plasnewydd 
Primary - £173; 

Oldcastle Primary 
£350; Pencoed Primary 

- £100; West Park 
Primary (Porthcawl) - 
£1,366.67. 


Concert time 

OGMORE Vale 
Primary School’s 

Christmas concert for 
pupils in years 3 to 6 
will be held on 
December 5 and 6 at 
10am. Tickets £1 per 
person and limited to 
two per family. 

The school raised a 
magnificent £161 for the 
‘Children in Need’ 
appeal. 

Double date 

NOTEWORTHY 
mixed voice choir was 
set up originally to 
raise money for cancer 
research. It has 25 
members, and its musi¬ 
cal director is 
renowned musician, 
Ryan Wood, from 
Maesteg. 

The choir will per¬ 
form at the Christmas 
tree festival in St Mary’s 
Church, Nolton, on 
Saturday, December 8. 

Contact Lisa on 
01656 737923 or the 
parish office on 01656 
667690for tickets. 

The choir is also per¬ 
forming in the charity 
concert at Maesteg 
Comprehensive School 
tomorrow (November 
30). 


Local art society’s 
Christmas exhibition 

PORTHCAWL Art Society’s Christmas 
exhibition will be held on December 1 at 
10.30am-4pm. 

It will be opened with a coffee morning, coffee 
and cake, 75p. 

Weather permitting, we will also show paintings 
outside. 

The venue is the Old Police Station, John Street, 
Porthcawl. 

RT 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors.com 


GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


GaIW)OR 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 


«*Lv v. 
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Ramblers follow the 
River Wye through 
an historic setting 


Ella’s picture at centre 
of road safety campaign 



Winner Ella Handley (front, holding picture) is congratulated by (back row) John Rogers, road safety 
officer, Vale Council; Allan Everett, director, CelticAsh; Coun Lis Burnett, Vale Council cabinet 
member for development services; and Clare Cameron, Vale CounciVs principal transport and road 
safety officer. Around Ella are the newly appointed junior road safety officers from Ysgol Pen y Garth. 


ARTWORK from a 
pupil at Ysgol 
Gymraeg Pen y 
Garth in Penarth is 
set to become the 
central part of a 
road safety cam¬ 
paign across the 
Yale. 

More than 100 chil¬ 
dren from 34 schools in 
the Vale entered a com¬ 
petition to design a 
poster warning drivers of 
the dangers of parking 
close to school cross¬ 
ings, but eight-year-old 
Ella Handley’s brightly 
coloured picture with the 
slogan 'Park Away: 

Make our DAY! ’ 
’Parcio’n bell: Dan ni’n 
teimlo’n WELL’ was the 
one to scoop top prize. 

Allan Everett from 
competition sponsor 
CelticAsh, a joint ven¬ 
ture between Lafarge 
and RWE, said the com¬ 
pany got involved in the 
campaign because, as for 
many industrial busi¬ 
nesses operating in the 
Vale, road safety was top 
of mind. 

“CelticAsh are con¬ 
stantly alert to the need 
to drive as safely as pos¬ 
sible, especially when 
we go through towns or 
villages where there are 
schools,” he explained. 

“So this is a message 
not just for us but for all 
drivers - parking near 
school crossings reduces 


visibility and therefore 
increases risk. 

“We hope that when 
drivers see Ella’s 
posters, they will both 
approach with caution 
and park carefully, help¬ 
ing to make sure chil¬ 
dren can come and go 
from school as safely as 
possible.” 

John Rogers, road 
safety officer at the Vale 


Council, added that 
overall, road safety had 
improved in the area in 
recent years, but simple 
steps like parking away 
from schools or even not 
taking the car at all 
could help reduce acci¬ 
dents further. 

He said: “Parking 
next to crossings means 
drivers can’t see children 
and children can’t see 


approaching vehicles. 
Hopefully, this campaign 
will make people think 
before they park.” 

Ella’s picture will fea¬ 
ture on four of the 10 
banners produced, but 
the others will also fea¬ 
ture pictures from the 
runners up: Lowri and 
Rhianna Reynolds from 
St David’s Church in 
Wales Primary School, 


Colwinston; the junior 
road safety officers from 
Victoria Primary School, 
Penarth; and Molly 
Macklen from Peterston- 
super-Ely Primary 
School. 

The banners will be 
shared over the schools 
in the area and changed 
frequently to keep the 
message fresh. 


ON a dry morning, 
11 Penarth and 
District Ramblers 
joined William for 
a tramp through 
part of the stunning 
Wye Valley - begin¬ 
ning from Ross-on- 
Wye, the historic 
market town on the 
Welsh border. 

By bridge, the group 
crossed to Wilton, which 
grew up around a ford 
and was subject to con¬ 
tinual flooding, so peo¬ 
ple chose to live on the 
higher ground that most 
of Ross is built on. 

Prior to the railways 
being built, materials 
were transported by boat 
on the navigable River 
Wye, but the large num¬ 
ber of fish and mill 
weirs caused problems. 

Following the west 
bank of the River Wye, 
which rises on the slopes 
of Plynlimon in the 
Cambrian Mountains on 
its journey down through 
Rhayader, Builth Wells, 
Hay-on-Wye and 
Hereford to reach Ross, 
they stopped to enjoy 
morning coffee and a 
spot of bird-watching. 

Continuing the jour¬ 
ney along the riverbank, 
brilliant views towards 
Goodrich Castle were 
enjoyed. 

This lovely old red 
sandstone castle was 
destroyed following a 
long siege in the 1640s 


during the Civil War 
when the Royalist Sir 
Henry Lingen was 
forced to surrender 
because of lack of food, 
water and gun powder. 

Crossing Kerne 
Bridge where the village 
was originally known as 
‘the Queme’, but 
changed its name after 
the road bridge was built 
in 1828, the group 
passed the old railway 
station, a relic of the 
Ross and Monmouth 
line. 

Following part of the 
long-distance Wye 
Valley Walk, they began 
the climb through the 
woods at Leys Hill, 
stopping in Bulls Hill 
Wood for lunch, sur¬ 
rounded by autumnal 
leaves. 

Passing Coughton 
Mill, a long climb 
through the ancient 
Chase Wood followed 
and, stopping at the top 
to regain their breath, 
they headed downhill 


through Merrivale 
Wood, which has proba¬ 
bly survived because it 
is situated on a steep 
rocky slope, which is 
unsuitable for agricultur¬ 
al use. 

Making their way to 
the outskirts of Ross-on- 
Wye, past some impres¬ 
sive Victorian Villas, the 
group returned to their 
cars for the journey 
home. 

Please note the 
replacement walk in the 
programme: on 
December 1, meet at 
8.30am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre to share transport 
to Libanus in order to 
catch the 9.40am bus 
back to Llwyn-On, and 
an 11.5-mile 
moderate/hard linear 
walk over the central 
Beacons back to 
Libanus. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, call Phil on 01446 


711533. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


Playgroup raffle 

ABRACADABRA playgroup in Welsh St 
Donats is fundraising , and will he holding 
a raffle on December 14. 

The prizes will be from local artists, meals at 
pubs, hair cuts and more. The group is contacting 
business to get more prizes. 

A spokesperson said: (( We are going to sell tick¬ 
ets through various outlets including some estab¬ 
lishments in Barry, Cowbridge and the Vale.” 
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New planning policy aims to 
raise cash for infrastructure 


THE Vale Council 
is to use recent 
Government legis¬ 
lation to raise cash 
from new develop¬ 
ments and spend it 
on improved 
infrastructure. 

This new policy, 
called the Community 
Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) will have to be 
incorporated into the 
Vale Council’s Local 
Development Plan 
(LDP), which will set 
out policy for the period 
2011 to 2026. 

Speaking to The 


GEM, the Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, said that it could 
raise £40 million over a 
15-year period. 

At the moment, the 
council enters into legal 
agreements with devel¬ 
opers under Section 106 
of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 
1990 to seek contribu¬ 
tions for facilities such 
as transport, open space, 
public art and educa¬ 
tion. 

However, these have 
to be spent close to the 
development. Coun 
Moore said that the 
council would, in con¬ 


TO LET 

BY INFORMAL TENDER 

Former Changing Rooms, 
Penarth Athletic Field, Penarth 

• Ground Floor Former Changing Rooms 
• Approximately 57 sq. mtrs. (613 sq. ft) 

• 25 Year FRI Lease 

Applications for Tender documents are now 
invited from interested parties. Closing date 
for receipt of completed tenders’ documents is 
12 noon, Thursday 20th December 2012. 
Contact Dean Lacey/ 

Sian Cornwell-Shaw, 

Estates Section, 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

Civic Offices, Holton Road, 

Barry CF63 4RU. 

Tel: 01446 709335/709756 

E-Mail: delacey@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


trast, be able to put CIL 
money in a central pot 
and spend it where it 
was most needed. 

It was on April 6, 
2010, that the 
Community 
Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) regulations 2010 
came into force,. 

It is intended that 
Section 106 agreements 
will now, in part, be 
replaced with the CIL. 

The Vale Council 
started preparatory work 
on introducing the levy 
in February 2011 and 
work on it is running in 
parallel with the revised 
planning of the LDP. 

In a recent report to 
the Vale Council cabi¬ 
net, members were told 
that “work is being 
undertaken in tandem 
with the preparation of 
the Local Development 
Plan (LDP) and it is 
envisaged that the LDP 
and CIL Inquiries may 
run concurrently. At 
present it is anticipated 
this will be during 
2014.” 

Director of develop¬ 
ment services Rob 
Thomas said: “A deci¬ 
sion regarding whether 
to publish and consult 
on CIL at the same time 
as the LDP will depend 
on progress on the 
LDP.” 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


He said that it made 
sense to do so, if possi¬ 
ble, and that the same 
inspector could examine 
each plan, but that it 
would depend on the 
timing. 

The report said that it 
was estimated that CILs 
could raise around £40 
million from residential 
developments alone 
throughout the plan 
period, and this could be 
spent on infrastructure. 

Additional income 
could be raised from 
commercial develop¬ 
ments as well. 

The word ‘infrastruc¬ 
ture’ can include a num¬ 
ber of areas, including: 
roads and other trans¬ 
port facilities; flood 
defences; schools and 
other educational facil- 
ties; medical facilities; 
sporting and recreation¬ 
al areas; and open 
spaces. 

The CIL regulations 
currently exclude 
affordable housing, so 
that would need to be 
funded through Section 
106 agreements. 

Section 106 agree¬ 
ments will continue to 
apply for on site ‘in 
kind’ facilities such as 
open space and public 
art. 


The Vale Council will 
have to come up with 
infrastructure priorities, 
so that it is clear where 
CIL will be spent and in 
what order, although the 
availability of funding 
from other sources will 
be a factor. 

A CIL working group 
will be looking at this. 

In a recent report to 
cabinet, it was stated 
that the introduction of 
CIL will require a “sig¬ 
nificant input of staff 
time throughout the 
council”. 

Consultants have 
already been appointed 
to carry out a viability 
study of development in 
the Vale for CIL, at a 
cost of £20,000 plus 
VAT. 

Transport consultants 
will shortly be invited to 
tender to undertake a 
transport assessment of 
developments likely to 
come forward. 

The Government’s 
planning advice portal 
says that “Most build¬ 
ings that people normal¬ 
ly use will be liable to 
pay the levy, but build¬ 
ings into which people 
do not normally go, and 
buildings into which 
people go only intermit- 
tently for the purpose of 


inspecting or maintain¬ 
ing fixed plant or 
machinery, will not be 
liable to pay the levy. 

“Structures which are 
not buildings, such as 
pylons and wind tur¬ 
bines, will not be liable 
to pay the levy. 

“Any new build - 
that is a new building or 
an extension - is only 
liable for the levy if it 
has 100 square metres, 
or more, of gross inter¬ 
nal floor space, or 
involves the creation of 
one dwelling, even 
when that is below 100 
square metres.” 

It adds: “The 

Community 
Infrastructure Levy 
must be levied in 
pounds per square metre 
of floorspace arising 
from any chargeable 
development. 

“The charge will be 
applied to the gross 
floorspace of most new 
buildings or extensions 
to existing buildings.” 

The GEM asked the 
Vale Council for an idea 
of how much CIL would 
be raised from a sample 
welling - for instance, a 
three-bedroom house. 

Rob Thomas said: 
“At this stage it is 
impossible to provide an 
estimate because the 
viability evidence is 


currently being pre¬ 
pared. 

“The rate will be 
charged on a £ per sqm 
basis (as opposed to a 
percentage) and the 
average size for a three- 
bed dwelling in the Vale 
is around 88sqm. 

The CIL schedules 
elsewhere in the UK 


range from £0-£575 per 
sqm for residential 
rates, but generally 
average around £100 
per sqm. 

“If this translates to 
the Vale, then we can 
expect an average three- 
bed house to provide 
£8,800 in CIL revenue.” 



WINDSOR 
HOTEL 


Friday 30th November 

Rob Barbour 

Live from 9pm 
Saturday 1st December 

' Wales v Australia 

2pm - Free Beef Curry & Chips at Half Time 
Sunday 2nd December 

The Navigators 

Sunday 9th December 
Too Toned - Live Ska Band 
Sunday 16th December 

Freeway 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Live Band - Rock House 

_ Free Entry _ 


170 HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 4LL 

07872 109157 
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BCBC deny Porthcawl 
regeneration has stalled 
following AM’s comments 


Thursday, November 29th, 2012 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council has hit 
back at an AM’s 
comments claiming 
that Porthcawl was 
being left “in 
limbo” over its 
regeneration, say¬ 
ing that plans were 
“still very much 
ongoing”. 

Regional Welsh 
Conservative AM Suzy 
Davies claimed that 
not enough was being 
done to move the town 
forward after visiting 
traders and residents 


to talk about what’s 
happening in the town, 
which BCBC duly 
denied. 

It statesthat 
although Tesco’s with¬ 
drawal from the build¬ 
ing plans had been 
“frustrating”, the 
council had already 
formed alternative 
arrangements. 

The regional AM 
for South Wales West 
said: “Action is needed 
now to revamp the 
town. It’s no good 
waiting for the regen¬ 
eration scheme to 
materialise - 10 years 
have already been 


Police hunt 
attack cyclist 

POLICE are investigating a serious 
assault at around 5pm on Sunday, 
November 25 on the cycle path which links 
Pontycymmer and Pontyrhyl in Bridgend, 
when a 15-year-old girl was assaulted by 
an unknown man riding a bicycle. 

A police spokesman said: “He is described as 
white, tall and of ‘skinny’ build. He is aged in his 
early 20s, and was wearing a white, hooded top 
and dark coloured jeans. 

“He had spiked gelled dark hair and had one 
of his eyebrows pierced with a bar, which had 
balls on each end. He spoke with an English 
accent. ” 

Police are appealing for any information, or 
for anyone who may have seen the cyclist or any¬ 
one acting suspiciously, to come forward.. 

Contact Bridgend CID on 101, or 
Crimestoppers (free and anonymously) on 0800 
555111. ,, 


wasted and nothing 
has happened.” 

Mrs Davies wanted 
to meet traders in the 
wake of the launch of 
the party’s policy doc¬ 
ument, called: ‘A 
Vision for the Welsh 
High Street’, which 
includes ideas for 
regenerating town cen¬ 
tres like Porthcawl. 

“I was keen to hear 
what their thoughts 
are and one thing that 
came up was the poor 
state of the Hillsboro 
Place car park, which 
is something that 
needs to be tackled. 

“It presents a haz¬ 
ard to anyone trying 
to push a wheelchair 
or pram, and the poor 
surface wrecks the 
heels of your shoes. 

“Speaking as 
Shadow Welsh 
Tourism Minister, I 
have to say that this 
presents a very poor 
image to visitors com¬ 
ing to the resort. You 
only get one chance to 
make a first impres¬ 
sion. 

“Also, there are no 
signs in the car park 
directing people to 
John Street. People 
have to walk through 
a back lane to access 
the town centre. It’s 
not much of a wel¬ 
come.” 

Mrs Davies said 
that nothing had been 
done to the car park 
for years because it 
was pivotal to the 


‘COME AND MEET 
SANTA PAWS!’ 



“We’re all getting 

DOGS TRUST Bridgend will 
be hosting its annual 
Christmas fayre on Saturday, 
December 1, when visitors are 
invited to “pop along for some 
Christmas shopping” and have 
their photo taken with ‘Santa 
Paws’ in his grotto, from 11am 
to 3pm at the Rehoming 
Centre in Court Colman, 
Bridgend. 

The charity is also appealing to the 
public for donations for the tombola - 
wine, chocolates or small toys and 
treats for children. 

Highlights of the fair include a 
Santa’s grotto for kids and dogs, a lux¬ 
ury raffle, homemade cakes and 
refreshments (including mince pies 
and fresh soup), children’s activities, 
tombolas and Christmas-themed stalls 
selling gifts and crafts. 

“This year we will also have some 
fun face painting and an onsite doggy 


in the festive mood” 

paw-trait studio. The rehoming centre 
will also be open to the public to view 
the dogs looking for new homes. 
Admission is free,” said Beverley 
Price, Dogs Trust Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre Manager. 

“It’s the season to be jolly, so come 
along to our Christmas fayre and join 
in the fun! Not only will you get to 
enjoy a fantastic day out for all the 
family and get some Christmas shop¬ 
ping done, but you’ll know that your 
money is going towards helping dogs 
in need. 

“If you have any unwanted 
Christmas or birthday gifts lurking in 
your attic, please consider donating 
them to help our dogs this Christmas.” 

For more information about the 
fayre, any of our doggy residents or if 
you want to make a donation please 
contact the centre on 01656 725219 or 
visit Dogs Trust Bridgend, Court 
Colman, Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend, CF31 
4NG. 


regeneration scheme. 

“No other car parks 
in the borough are like 
this. The car park in 
Maesteg has just had 
work done to it and 
that one is free. The 
council gets some rev¬ 
enue from Hillsboro 
Place and it’s time that 
they ploughed some of 
the profits back in.” 

Other matters 
raised included the 
need for some free 
parking to entice shop¬ 
pers into town. 

“That’s an impor¬ 
tant part of our strate¬ 
gy and I was pleased 
that traders agree it 
would make a differ¬ 
ence and boost busi¬ 
ness. 

“Councils will be 
key to success. Their 
role is crucial and I 
will be contacting 
BCBC over what 
should be done in 
Porthcawl.” 

BCBC Deputy 
Leader David Sage said 
it was “disappointing” 
to hear the AM’s com¬ 
ments, claiming that 
much was already 
being planned to mod¬ 
ernise Porthcawl. 

He said: “It’s disap¬ 
pointing to hear the 
same old negative com¬ 
ments being trotted out 
in spite of the fact that 
the all-new £3.2m 
Porthcawl Marina is 
set to open next year, 
Porthcawl Lighthouse 
is undergoing a 
£70,000 refurbishment, 
plans are being made 
for the Jennings 
Building and leisure 
site to the north of the 
harbour, and bids have 
been submitted to 
establish a Townscape 


Heritage Initiative 
funding scheme for the 
town. 

“Improvements at 
Rest Bay and the huge 
success of the recent 
Splash-Up festival 
demonstrate our con¬ 
tinuing efforts to estab¬ 
lish Porthcawl as a vis¬ 
itor destination and an 
official Water Sports 
Centre of Excellence, 
and we have improved 
local access to the coast 
by creating more than 
10km of new footpaths 
and bridleways, includ¬ 
ing the boardwalk in 
Rest Bay and the Locks 
Common combined 
footpath and cycleway, 
which last year record¬ 
ed more than 560,000 
users. 

“Tesco’s decision to 
withdraw from the 
phase one plans may 
have been frustrating, 
but it certainly did not 
signal the end of regen¬ 
eration in Porthcawl, 
and we had already 
prepared alternative 
arrangements for 
ensuring that the pro¬ 
posals can still be deliv¬ 
ered for the benefit of 
residents, traders and 
visitors alike. 

“Despite what the 
regional AM may say, I 
can assure readers that 
the council’s regenera¬ 
tion plans for 
Porthcawl are still very 
much ongoing.” 

Leigh Gruffydd 
Sanders 


SCULPTURES: 
STRONG LOCAL 
RUGBY LINK 


RIGHT: 
The latest work 
aimed at improving 
the Bridgend retail 
scene is almost 
complete, as a mini 
piazza takes shape 
near the Asda car 
park at Cheapside. 

Sculptor David 
Annand has crafted 
two statues, and 
local poet Rhian 
Edwards has 
composed verse to 
accompany them. 
The statues feature 
father and son 
Malgwyn and Gareth 
Williams, who 
farm at Ogmore. 
However, local rugby 
fans will know 
Gareth (right) well, 
as he starred for 
Bridgend RFC as a 
No 8, before playing 
for both Wales and 
the British Lions. 
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Juniors’ Here to Help Club 

r 



PUPILS from Llangewydd 
Juniors have backed Anti- 
Bullying Week 2012 by 
launching their own Here 
to Help Club. 

“Run by children, for children, 
the club will now meet at three 
lunchtimes each week for pupils 
who might be feeling lonely, need 
to discuss a problem or want to 
make more friends. It’s one of a 
number of ways the school has 
pledged to show how seriously 
they take the issue of bullying 
and playground conflict,” a 
spokesperson explained. 

Over the last year pupils have 
formed their own Values 
Committee, written their own 
song and created a character 
called Values Velma to encourage 
respect, trust and honesty. 


They also take part in the 
Playground Peacemakers pro¬ 
gramme, which encourages chil¬ 
dren to settle arguments in a sen¬ 
sible and sensitive way without 
involving teachers, and Active 
Buddies, which reinforces the 
importance of friendship. 

Headteacher Sue Davies said: 
“We are working very hard to 
achieve Values School status, so 
I’m really proud of the children’s 
new Here to Help Club, which 
they have launched for Anti 
Bullying Week. They have been 
so enthusiastic and committed to 
creating and running it. 

“These kind of initiatives help 
our pupils understand the empha¬ 
sis we place on respecting each 
other and the importance of set¬ 
tling normal day to day argu¬ 
ments quickly and without hurt- 


The pupils at Llangewydd 
Juniors show their unity 
against bullying, along with 
Coun Huw David. 


ing one another.” 

Coun Huw David, Bridgend 
County Borough Council’s cabi¬ 
net member for children and 
young people, said: “I’m so 
impressed with the work 
Llangewydd Junior pupils have 
put into these projects, especially 
the Here to Help Club. They are 
helping make the playground a 
happy and peaceful place for 
everyone to enjoy. They are a 
great example to us all.” 

St Robert's RC Primary School 
has marked Anti Bullying Week 
2012 with a whole school assem¬ 
bly on bullying. The school coun¬ 
cil is currently reviewing and re¬ 
writing the school anti bullying 
policy and are bringing in new 
anti bullying posters to use 
throughout the school. 


LEFT: 

The statue of 

Malgwyn 

Williams. 

Porthcawl’s 

festive 

celebration 

PORTHCAWL will 
be celebrating the 
arrival of the festive 
season with an 
afternoon’s enter¬ 
tainment in John 
Street. 

In the square behind 
the bandstand, there will 
be gift and food stalls 
from 12 noon to 5pm, 
and Bridge FM DJ Lee 
Jukes will be broadcast¬ 
ing during the afternoon, 
and acting as MC. 

Entertainment at the 
bandstand includes a 
Bavarian band 

(2pm-3pm) and songs 
from Rhiannon Evans- 
Skilton (3pm-3.20pm). 

From 3.30pm to 4pm 
there will be carol 
singing, led by vocal 
group Sounds Familiar, 
and accompanied by the 
Bridgend and District 
Wind Band. 

The cast of the pan¬ 
tomime at the Grand 
pavilion will be making 
an appearance at 
4.20pm, and Santa is due 
to arrive at 4.30pm. 

At 4.45pm. the win¬ 
ners of a poster competi¬ 
tion among Porthcawl 
primary schools will be 
presented with their 
prizes. 


Did you 
know you can 
read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 
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Holy Cross Church sparkles as the Christmas 
tree festival gives the town a festive feeling! 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MIKE WILCOCK 


THE Christmas Tree Festival in Holy 
Cross Church has established itself as an 
important part of Cowbridge’s festive 
season. 

This year, organisers were once again 
pleased with the response from local groups, 
schools and businesses, and there were many 
favourable comments about the way it has 
transformed the church - for three days - into 
a Christmas wonderland. 

Many townspeople had their first look at 
the display of trees when Cowbridge Male 
Voice Choir performed a concert on Friday 
night (November 23). 

On Sunday, visitors attracted to the town 
by the Reindeer Parade, also had a chance to 
seeHoly Cross Church looking its finest! 




VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR 
CONSERVATION PROJECT 


A Llantwit Major 
man is encouraging 
people to get 
involved in a con¬ 
servation project to 
encourage local 
wildlife and boost 
the bee population. 

Mr Steven George, 
who has 35 years of 
experience in conserva¬ 
tion, said the area under 
consideration was land 
which he owns below the 
Scout Hut in the town. 

He explained: “I want 
to encourage wildlife 
and help the bee popula¬ 
tion, which is under 
threat, by planting bee- 
friendly flowers and 
bushes. 


“Initial meetings are 
being held at the town 
hall car park on 
Saturday, December 8, 
and Sunday, December 
9, at 11am, and potential 
volunteers are welcome. 

“The idea is to visit 
the site, discuss our strat¬ 
egy and tool availability. 
Work should begin some 
time after Christmas.” 

The health and well¬ 
being of the British bee 
population is in danger 
due to disease, the use of 
pesticides, and the 
encroachment of urban 
areas into green field 
sites. 

Before retiring to look 
after his father, Mr 
George worked for 32 


years as a ranger at 
Margam Park, followed 
by a spell as warden on 
the Heritage Coast. 

Despite his extensive 
experience, he said he 
was keen to see what 
other people could offer. 

“Although I have a 
management plan in 
mind, I would welcome 
ideas and help with the 
labour. 

“Volunteers would 
help clear dense vegeta¬ 
tion and plant bird, bee 
and butterfly-friendly 
shrubs and flowers. 

“A small river at the 
bottom of the slope pro¬ 
vides insects for attract¬ 
ing bats and birds, but 
appropriate planting is 


required along the banks. 

“Bird nesting boxes 
will be placed in the taller 
trees and flowers will be 
introdued to help bees 
feed and gather nectar.” 


Mr George hopes that 
in time a bee-keeper will 
be encouraged to operate 
locally to benefit from 
the conseravation area. 
TIM CHAPMAN 


Fireworks night: 
club’s thanks 

LLANTWIT MAJOR RFC would like to thank 
the Vale of Glamorgan Council and npower for 
their contributions towards fireworks night 
which was held at the club. 

We would also like to thank the members of 
the public who came along and supported the 
evening, making it such a community success 
story. 

Hopefully, we can do the same again next year. 
Coun Jeff Evans, 

Llantwit Major. 



BRIDGE RESULTS 


VALE of 

Glamorgan Bridge 
Club, Monday, 
November 12 (25 
pairs): 

North/south - 1st. 
Mary Moore & Jane 
Brook 58.35 per cent; 
2nd. Vida Halford and 
Glyn Williams 
55.59; 3rd. Liam 
Sheridan and John Beard 
55.00; 4th. John Henson 
and Geoff Tinkler 53.60; 
5th. Elaine Robins and 
Alan Robins 
52.10; 6th. John Evans 
and Terry Reilly 48.84. 

East/west - 1st. 

Debbie Richards and 
Simon Richards 68.31; 
2nd. Mike Best and 
Kevin Maddox 
66.30; 3rd. Linda 
Pinnock and Marjorie 
Morris 63.51; 4th. Alan 
Lewis and Terry Reilly 
61.36; 5th. Sara Bartlett 
and Helen Barrie 55.74; 


6th. Anne Hughes and 
Graham Norris 53.57. 

The results of the 
event on Tuesday, 
November 13 at the 
Cowbridge and District 
Bridge Club are given 
elsewhere and the total 
amount raised between 
the two clubs is £426. 

We would also wish 
to thank the support 
given by local business¬ 
es of raffle prizes name¬ 
ly Spar, NISA, Arthur 
John & Co, Sylvia 
Williams, Waitrose and 
members Phil Edwards, 
also Pat and Brian 
Swain. 

Final details of the 
totals raised by all the 
bridge clubs who entered 
the competition in the 
UKand elsewhere. Also 
the final total of dona¬ 
tions from all other 
events will be 
announced when known. 

BS 




Christmas Fayre 

Saturday 8 December, 10 30am 3-30pm 

(hriMnai tombHa A brr^v 

rplfejfmfnb, takev face (Mirtng, 

Santa's grotto and mo re! 

Haiti at Bridgend Adoption Centra, Pam Hlreaun, 
BryncMthin, Badgtnd, CF32 9UJ. See you Ikere 1 

1 0165 b 724 396 
t: bnd9cndCcats.or9.uk 
W www bcidgcnd.cats.org.uk 
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£50,000 profit for 
Vale Eisteddfod 

FUNDRAISERS ARE THANKED 


FUNDRAISERS in the Vale who sup¬ 
ported the National Eisteddfod at 
Llandow have been thanked for help¬ 
ing the event make a £50,000 profit. 

Announcing the news at the Eisteddfod council 
meeting in Aberystwyth, the chief executive, Elfed 
Roberts, said: “We are pleased to announce a sur¬ 
plus of £50,000 following the Vale of Glamorgan 
National Eisteddfod earlier this year. 

“Firstly, I would like to pay tribute to Dylan 
Jones, the chair of the local committee, and his com¬ 
mitted team of volunteers who managed to reach - 
and surpass - an ambitious local target of £300,000. 

“We thank everyone involved with the fundrais¬ 
ing work and those who worked so hard at local 
level to prepare for what was a great week of com¬ 
peting, socialising and enjoyment. 

“I would also like to thank the companies and the 
businesses who were so generous with their spon¬ 
sorship once again this year. 

“We are also indebted to a number of local busi¬ 
nesses and companies for their support, both finan¬ 
cial and practical, during the preparatory period and 
during the week itself.” 

He continued: “The past year has been full of 
challenges, and the Eisteddfod has had to look at 
each item of our expenditure even more closely than 
usual, while looking for savings across the board. 

“We managed to create savings of around 
£200,000 this year, and we very much hope that this 
did not have a negative effect on the visitor experi- 

Difficulty 

Hearing? 

»•!«# * 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


• Independent Advice 

• 30 day Free trials on all hearing aids 
•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 


For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


ence during the week, as this is our foremost con¬ 
cern. 

“Over the past few months, we have reviewed 
and evaluated all aspects of the Vale of Glamorgan 
project, and the report has been discussed in detail 
by staff, the management board and by the council 
today. 

“Once again this year, we are publishing this 
report on our website and invite anyone who is 
interested to send us any comments or ideas relating 
to its content.” 

The Vale of Glamorgan National Eisteddfod 
evaluation report is published online on 

www. eisteddfod, org. uk 

Busy period for 
Maendy YFC 


ON Thursday 
October 25, mem¬ 
bers took part in 
the Glamorgan 
Federation 
Brainstrust final. 

Maendy entered two 
teams: ‘Team 1 ’ consist¬ 
ed of Kate Thomas, 
Harry Thomas, Louise 
Evans and Rob David, 
and ‘Team 2 ’ consisted 
of Heather Jarvis, Jack 
Thomas, Matthew 
Davies and George 
Thomas. Both teams did 
extremely well, with 
Team 2 placed third and 
Team 1 placed fifth out 
of eighth. 

Kate Thomas was 
placed third individually 
as chairman. 

On Tuesday, October 
23, members received a 
very interesting vet talk 
from Hugh Davey of 
Maesglas veterinary 
practice. Hugh told 
members about his busy 
life as a vet and he 
shared his favourite sto¬ 
ries and pictures from 
over the years. 

On Saturday, 
November 10, members 
took part in the annual 
Glamorgan Stockjudging 
final in Neath cattle mar¬ 
ket. 

It was an early start 
for all the members who 
took part and the day 
consisted of judging 
dairy cows and butcher’s 
lambs in the morning, 
followed by butcher’s 
beef and butcher’s lambs 
in the afternoon. 

It was an enjoyable 
day for all members who 
took part, with Maendy 
doing very well indeed - 
placing third overall. 

Individual results are 
as follows: under-26 


section: Hannah Lewis - 
second in butcher’s beef, 
second in dairy; Tom 
Rees - third in butcher’s 
pigs. 

Under-21 section: 

Beth Jarvis - second in 
butcher’s beef; David 
Popham - second in 
butcher’s pigs; Heather 
Jarvis - third in butch¬ 
er’s pigs; Kate Thomas - 
first in butcher’s lambs. 

Under-18 section: 
Jack Thomas - second in 
butcher’s beef, third in 
dairy, third in butcher’s 
pigs. 

Under-16 section: 
Sophie Thomas -first in 
dairy. 

Members attended a 
celebratory dance in the 
night, which was well 
attended by all members 
of Glamorgan. Tom Rees 
was placed second in 
overall senior stockman. 
Good luck to Hannah 
Lewis and Kate Thomas, 
who are representing 
Glamorgan in the 
English and Welsh win¬ 
ter fairs in the next few 
weeks. 

On November 13, 
members attended the 
Senedd and received a 
tour from a former YFC 
member, Mr Andrew RT 
Davies AM. Members 
were very interested to 
find out how the 
Assembly is run and 
what goes on there. 

Members are now 
busy preparing for pub¬ 
lic speaking competi¬ 
tions. 

Maendy YFC would 
like to invite everyone to 
join them for their annu¬ 
al Christmas carol serv¬ 
ice at St Cadoc Church, 
Pendoylan, on Tuesday, 
December 4, at 7.30pm. 

KT 


Vale celebrates 
Carers’ Rights 

The Vale will he playing its part in this 
year’s Carers’ Rights Day tomorrow 
(November 30), which aims to promote 
awareness of the help and support available 
to carers. 

Full-time carers for a friend or member of your 
family can find the Vale’s Carers’ Policy on the 
council’s website: www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk. 

The policy is designed to address the needs of 
employees with caring responsibilities to help bal¬ 
ance their home lives with their working lives. 

To find out what help is available, contact James 
Livingstone, carers’ development officer, on 01446 
704604 or email: CarersServices@valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk. 


VALE COUNCIL TARGETS 
THE BEACH ‘LITTERBUGS’ 



From LEFT to 
RIGHT: Promoting 
positive behaviour 
are local resident 
Lyndon Hazlewood, 
Vale Council senior 
enforcement and 
compliance officer 
Denny White, Coun 
Gwyn John, 
and Lawrence 
Coulthard from 
Vale Letterbox. 

THE Vale Council 
is taking a zero tol¬ 
erance campaign 
on litter to the 
Vale’s beaches. 

The campaign will 
see bikes riding along 
Vale beaches carrying 
information on respon¬ 
sible disposal of litter 
and handing out free 
dog mess bags and ciga¬ 
rette ‘stubbies’ to pass¬ 
ing visitors and resi¬ 
dents. 

Coun Gwyn John, 
cabinet member for 
leisure, parks, culture 
and sports development, 
said: “While most resi¬ 
dents are law abiding 
and back our zero toler¬ 
ance on litter campaign, 
unfortunately there 
remain people who 
choose to fall foul of 
the law. 

“There is no excuse - 
if you are walking a 
dog, you must take bags 
out with you and bin the 


mess. Equally, the same 
principle applies for 
those who want to dis¬ 
pose of chewing gum, 
smoke, food/drink or 
other items that could 
potentially litter - it is 
the individual’s respon¬ 
sibility to make sure 
their waste is disposed 
of in the correct way.” 


Senior enforcement 
and compliance officer, 
Denny White, said: “We 
give out free cigarette 
‘stubbies’ and dog foul¬ 
ing bags as a goodwill 
gesture to try and 
remind people of their 
duties. However, ulti¬ 
mately it is for people 
to take their waste home 


or find their nearest bin 
to dispose of litter they, 
their group or their dogs 
create in public places.” 

To find out more, 
phone 01446 700111, 
email: visible @vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk, or 
visit the council’s web¬ 
site at www.valeofglam- 
organ.gov.uk. 


Beware these scam callers! 


LOCAL residents are being 
warned about rogue traders 
claiming to be from Trading 
Standards, who say they can 
get money back for household¬ 
ers for driveway or home 
maintenance work that has not 
been done to a satisfactory 
standard. 

“They then ask the consumer to pay 
a fee, which is explained as a court 
cost. This fee can be in the region of 
£5,000,” said Principal Trading 
Standards officer Christina Roberts- 
Kinsey. 


“Trading Standards will investigate 
any complaints in relation to poor 
workmanship but will never ask for 
any money. 

“Anyone who is genuinely calling 
from Trading Standards will ring first 
to make an appointment and will 
always carry identification. Consumers 
are urged to check this identification 
and, if in any doubt, phone the council 
to verify the identity of the caller.” 

If residents do receive a cold call of 
this nature, they should not pay any 
money out in any circumstances. They 
should also report the matter to 
Trading Standards on 01446 709105 
and South Wales Police on 101. 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 



APPLIANCE & 
COOKWARE CENTRE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

' "DISCOUNTS FOR TH E OVER 60 s" " 

I on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) l 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 
www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG 4 
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Elaine receiving her community citizenship 
award from Carsten Egeriis of Barclays Bank. 


D.B. FRANCIS Ltd 


GAS MAINTENANCE & U 
GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS J 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



• All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

• Boiler Up-grades 

• Heating Controls Up-dated 

• Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

• Twelve months guarantee 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance 

E A ■*■"* • 

SS A.C.O.P. Approved _ 

FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow, CF71 7PF 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 



Elaine survived breast 
cancer — and now wins 
a community award 


| REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


A WOMAN from 
Barry, who sur¬ 
vived breast cancer, 
has won an award 
for her enthusiastic 
support for one of 
Wales’ great nation¬ 
al charities. 

Elaine Nicholas has 
been a volunteer for 
Breast Cancer Care 
Cymru, helping to raise 
more than £100,000 for 
the cause in the last 
three years. 

Elaine, a Barclays 
Bank employee, was 
recognised in the com¬ 
pany’s citizenship 
awards when Carsten 
Egeriis handed over the 
accolade to her for ‘out¬ 
standing community 
work’. 

In 2006, Elaine dis¬ 
covered a lump in her 
breast and was diag¬ 
nosed with breast cancer. 

A mastectomy, 
chemotheraphy and 
radiotheraphy followed 
- then reconstructive 
surgery. 

In 2010, she was one 
of 20 models who took 
to Breast Cancer Care 
Cymru’s catwalk for the 
charity’s fashion show at 
City Hall, Cardiff. 

The GEM featured 
her inspiring story on 
the front page in January 
2010. Elaine said: “At 


the time, I saw the 
advert for the BCC 
Cymru fashion Show 
and applied to prove that 
there is life after a diag¬ 
nosis. 

“I was thrilled to have 
modelled at the show in 
2010 and after this 
amazing experience, I 
was determined to give 
something back to this 
tremendous cause. 

“I became part of the 
events committee and 
the first event we organ¬ 
ised, a strawberry tea at 
Dyffryn Gardens, raised 
£16,000, which we were 
all thrilled about. 

“Then we organised 
another fashion show at 
City Hall which generat¬ 
ed a staggering 
£75,000.” 

Elaine pointed out: 
“The many services that 
Breast Cancer Care 
Cymru provide are all 
free of charge and to 
many people they are a 
lifeline. 

“Without the contin¬ 
ued fundraising efforts 
of groups, individuals 
and companies, they 
would not be able to 
sustain their services, 
which is why I know 
that they value all sup¬ 
port.” 

In the New Year, 


Elaine and her fellow 
committee members will 
sit down to decide what 
fundraising events to 
organise in 2013. 

She added: “I will be 
donating the £500 prize 
which accompanies the 
award to Breast Cancer 
Care Cymru.” 

Mike Jones, of 
Barclays, said: “It’s 
important to Barclays 
that we encourage and 
inspire our employees 
to support the causes 
that they care about the 
most. 

“Elaine is a great 
example to us all, 
fundraising, volunteering 
and dedicating much of 


her time to local worthy 
causes and she is some¬ 
one we’re really proud 
of.” 

Jay Sheppard, of 
Breast Cancer Care, 
added: “I’m absolutely 
thrilled that Elaine has 
received the recognition 
that her efforts deserve 
from her employers and 
I thank her wholeheart¬ 
edly for her continued 
support of Breast Cancer 
Care Cymru and the 
work that we do.” 

If you would like to 
support Breast Cancer 
Care Cymru through 
fundraising or volun¬ 
teering you can 
email:jay. sheppard @ bre 
astcancercare.org.uk or 
phone 02920 234073. 


MAYOR’S EVENTS 

THE Vale Mayor is hosting two festive 
events in support of his charities, Help for 
Heroes, Prostate Cymru and Stroke 
Association. 

A Christmas concert takes place on Wednesday, 
December 12, at St Mary’s Church, Holton Road, 
Barry, at 7.15pm, and features the Vale of 
Glamorgan Band and the Canton Salvation Army 
Junior Singers. 

There will also be a Christmas carol service on 
Thursday, December 20, in St llltud’s Church, 
Llantwit Major, at 7pm. 

Tickets are £5 for each event, and can be 
obtained from the Mayor’s Office, Town Hall, 
Barry on 01446 709301. 


ROADWORKS 

Temporary traffic controls at High Street, 
Llantwit Major and Cog Road, Sully. 



CARPETS - - VINYL - - DESIGN FLOORS - - WOOD - - LAMINATE - - CARPET - - VINYL - - DESIGN FLOORS - - WOOD - - LAMINATE 
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flooring 


com 


20 YEAR 
warranty 


40oz WOOL TWIST 

£!9*99 ml 


] MOOi 610 


25 YEAR 
WARRANTY 


- - VINYL - - DESIGN FLOORS - -WOOD - - LAMINATE - - CARPET - - VINYL - - DESIGN FLOORS - - WOOD - - LAMI 


HAS SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE THIS CHRISTMAS! 


KARNDEAN 


£26*99 


O F Voucher valid until 31/1/13 J 


VISA CJ *2 


www.2012flooring.com 

facebook/2012flooring • 0788 3012080/07403 310 516 
Local Family-Run Business 
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DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 


Expert denture care 
by the UK s leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


then weVe got something for you to smile about 



• Regain your teoe’s 
natural contours 

• Look years younger 

• Enjoy eating again 

• Smile wth confidence 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 


or visit dentuneexcellence.co.uk 


DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 

<0 Zm%n Lo*c* 4l*/t «an«d 


54-58 Norton Street 
CF31 38P 


FAREWELL TWILIGHT 

but will you be missed? 


I ’M sure there 
will be some 
eagle-eyed 
readers who will 
have noticed that 
last week I 
reviewed Paul 
Thomas 
Anderson’s The 
Master, as opposed 
to the final instal¬ 
ment of the 
Twilight saga, 
Breaking Dawn: 
Part 2 (or Breaking 
Yawn if you so 
wish). 

As regular readers of 
this column will note, 
my love for this particu¬ 
lar franchise veers 
somewhere between 
‘little’ and ‘non-exis¬ 
tent’ . 

However, there is no 
disputing the impact it 
has had upon both the 
box office and popular 
culture; so why ignore 
the closing chapter of 
this cinematic behe¬ 
moth, I hear you ask? 

Well, the honest truth 
is, the film is unreview- 
able. 

As with most gigan¬ 
tic blockbusters in this 
day and age, opinions of 
critics like myself, 
whether good or bad, 
matter not one iota. 

If you are a fan of the 
franchise (and I’m 
aware that there’s more 
than a few), then a 


review of the film, neg¬ 
ative or otherwise, 
would be obsolete. 

That said, it would 
seem churlish not to 
acknowledge the pass¬ 
ing of this series that 
has made so many peo¬ 
ple weak at the knees; 
and also wonder where 
these fans will now get 
their fix of melodramat¬ 
ic, teenage angst with a 
vampire/lycanthrope 
twist. 

I suggest seeking out 
any of the poorly-acted 
and scripted American 
soap operas that relish 
in ludicrous plots, and 
then just imagining they 
have the ability to glit¬ 
ter in the sun or rip their 
t-shirts off and become 
wolves. 

The Twilight saga, 
you see, has become the 
by-word for ludicrous 
storylines, teenagers 
struggling to come to 
terms with love in the 
most pained way possi¬ 
ble and acting that even 
a wooden dining set 
would emulate. 

That a film would 
even approach the sub¬ 
ject of a vampire-tooth 
caesarean or a teenager 
marking a baby with 
their ‘imprint’, and thus 
linking them together 
forever, without its 
tongue firmly lodged in 
its cheek, shows how 
utterly bonkers this 
series was - something 
that is both ridiculous 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 

Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 

and admirable at the 
same time. 

As for the stars of the 
show, certainly Robert 
Pattinson’s decision to 
work with directors like 
David Cronenberg 
shows a desire and will¬ 
ingness to break free 
from the shackles of 
teen fandom. 

However, for Kristen 
Stewart and Taylor 
Lautner, both of whom 
have seen their work 
outside the franchise 
met with a shrug of the 
shoulders, post-Twilight 
life may be bleak. 

That neither of the 
three has come close to 
troubling the Academy 
with their performances 
is neither here or there; 
but that they have man¬ 
aged to perfect the fur¬ 
rowed brow and mopey- 
mouth look in lieu of 


actual acting, shows that 
this wasn’t a series con¬ 
cerned with the 
‘method’ - rather satis¬ 
fying the urges of its 
largely teenage fanbase. 

But as much as I 
could criticise the fran¬ 
chise all day long for 
the disservice it has 
done to the art of cine¬ 
ma, it also shows a suc¬ 
cess story for the small¬ 
er studio. 

With more than 
$2billion logged before 
the release of the final 
instalment, both 
Lionsgate and Summit 
Entertainment (both 
small-ish fish in the big 
pond of Hollywood) 
have now become major 
players who can use the 
profits to make smaller, 
more ‘artistically-credi- 
ble’ work viable in a era 
of low-risk production - 
something that even the 
most anti ‘Twi-Hard’ 
would agree is hardly a 
bad thing. 

So, farewell then to a 
polarising franchise that 
has either blighted the 
face of cinema for the 
past four years, or been 
an amazing series - 
depending on your 
viewpoint. 

Personally, I’m glad 
to see the back of the 
glittery, moping two- 
dimensional characters 
but hey - I’m only a 
film critic! 


HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE 


DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

• THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 


ENTITLED TO •power 
COMPENSATION: STATI ° NS 



CHEMICALS 

MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

CONSTRUCTION 

/ROADS 

ANY OTHER 

NOISY 

WORKPLACE 


CALL ANYTIME FREE ^53 

(0808)1560086 ^ 

FREE 

HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 

ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 


Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 
































TOWN & COUNTRY FURNITURE 

ALL IN STOCK AVAILABLE BEFORE CHRISTMAS.... 


Various 


Only 

£249 


Now at... Unit 1 
Gripoly Mill, Sloper Road 
Cardift CF11 BAA 
Tel: 02920 227289 


Bridgend Town Centre 
opposite Wilkinsons (easy parking) 
Sat nav US-CF31 1BZ 
Tel: 01656 653147 
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WARDROBE DEPTH 60cm/23.5" 
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£799 
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ALL IN STOCK AVAILABLE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


WAREHOUSE CLI 

=f=F 1 §£ 

Only I ^ ■-’g u To Clear 

£3491 flL m Only £215 


To Clear 
Only 
£495 


HUGE 

BEDSTEAD 

CLEARANCE 


To Clear 
From Only 
£199 


III! CARDIFF AND BRIDGEND STORES III! 


ALL IN STOCK A VAILABLE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


| //// CARDIFF AND BRIDGEND STORES !!!! 


NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10.00am - 3.30pm 
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Glenys Watson of Coffee Time provides 
a warm, welcome and much-needed 
break for local people. 


DEMON B ARBER SHOP 

A Merry Christmas to all clients. 

We are offering a complimentary 
festive drink and mince pie to all 
customers throughout December! 

OPEN: 

7.30 am - 4.30pm Tuesday - Friday 
7.00am - 1.30pm Saturday 

OAP RATES AVAILABLE 

7 Fontygary Road, Rhoose, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DR 
Tel: 07791 917699 


l»»It peons. 


Full range of Grooming Services 


• Fully qualified K9 Beauticians 

• All dogs groomed to a high standard 

• FREE Posh Pawz Bandana with 
EVERY Groom 

• Top class salon, relaxed, 

open and uncrowded J ) 

environment 

• Convenient parking v J 


Like us on Facebook I* __>_ 

Follow us on Twitter |Tacebook 

Call Kath & Jo for an appointment on 
01446 710044 or pop in and see us anytime 
poshpawzsalonandspa@gmail.com 
www.poshpawzsalonandspa.co.uk 




BARRATT 


Quality Butchers 


Now taking orders 
for Christmas 

Fresh Pembrokeshire 
Turkeys and Chickens 
Geese • Ducks 
Locally Reared Beef 
Lamb • Pork • Ham • etc 

****** 

Merry Christmas to all 
our customers. We look 
forward to seeing you in 

t Barratts Butchers over 
the festive season! 

******** 

15 Fontygary Road, Rhoose 
Tel. 01446 710307 

Email: rob@barrattsbutchers.co.uk 
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RHOOSE - THE VILLAGE 
WITH GREAT BUSINESSES 
AND GREAT SERVICE... 


I N an age when 
there’s a temp¬ 
tation to think 
major supermar¬ 
kets supply all our 
shopping needs, 
businesses in 
Rhoose provide a 
reminder that some 
services are best left 
to the ‘expert inde¬ 
pendents’. 

Vanessa Carty’s 
Sublime Hair is a great 
‘go to’ place for local 
women who want to 
look their best at a party, 
a company occasion or 
over the Christmas-New 
Year period. 

Sublime Hair is an 
ultra-modem salon, light 
and spacious, providing 
top haircuts, colourings 
and beauty treatments. 

Vanessa said: “We run 
a loyalty scheme that 
rewards our regular cus¬ 


tomers with either 
money off or free treat¬ 
ments. 

“People should also 
be aware that we sell 
Kitoko gift sets, which 
make ideal Christmas 
presents. 

“As we approach the 
end of the year, I’d like 
to thank them all for 
their continued support 
and wish them a happy 
Christmas and prosper¬ 
ous New Year.” 

Sublime Hair also has 
its own beauty specialist, 
Therese Lewis, who pro¬ 
vides treatments for 
nails, lashes, waxing, 
tans and even mini¬ 
facials. 

Vanessa added: “It is 
advisable to call the staff 
to book an appointment 
on 01446 711799, 
because sessions in 
December are getting 
booked up quickly and 
people don’t want to be 
disappointed.” 


^FONTYGARY INN 

LUNCHTIME SPECIALS 

Three Courses only £9.95 

Available Monday - Saturday until 3pm 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

Served 12 noon - 4pm 

Every Monday - Thursday Evenings 

8oz SIRLOIN SIZZLERS 

2 for only £13.50 

CURRY NIGHT 

Every Thursday 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 

www.fontygaryinn.co.uk 


Fonmon Road, Rhoose 

Tel. 01446 711221 


Sublime Hair will be 
open on Christmas Eve 
until 3pm; its normal 
trading days are from 
Tuesday to Saturday 
(9am to 5pm, except 
Saturday, 4pm). On 
Friday, there’s a late 
night until 7pm. 

It opens after the 
Christmas break on 
December 28 and will 
also be open on New 
Year’s Eve to look after 
everyone planning to 
attend an end-of-year 
party. 

DREAM 

Six months ago, Jo 
Grenough and Kath 
Johnston realised their 
dream and opened their 
new venture - Posh 
Pawz salon. To show 
how ambitious the ladies 
were, they even man¬ 
aged to get a Welsh 
international footballer 
to open their shop - 
Craig Bellamy. 

As their first 
Christmas approaches, 
Posh Pawz is established 
as a new, successful, 
busy niche business, 
saving people in Rhoose 
an extended journey to 
get their dogs groomed. 

Jo said: “Our cuts 
start at £25 and that 
includes - if necessary - 
treatment on nails, ears 
or anal glands. Every 
dog gets a free bandana 
too.” 

People love picking 
up their pet, freshly 
washed and cut, and 
wagging its tail, happily 
sporting its new ‘scarf’. 

Kath added: “Our first 
six months have been 
brilliant. We’re very 
busy and advise people 


to book their dog in if 
they want it groomed in 
the lead-up to Christmas. 

“To celebrate the fes¬ 
tive season, we are plan¬ 
ning to have mince pies 
with our customers.” 

The doggy salon will 
be open until December 
22, and will then re-open 
after the Christmas break 
on January 3. 

Glenys Watson of 
Coffee Time provides a 
welcome pit-stop for 
local people who want a 
break in the day, a 
moment with a friend or 
simply a peaceful time 
watching the world go 
by. 

Glenys said: “We’ve 
been here nearly two 
years. Our clientele is a 
complete mixture - local 
people, mums who are 
popping to the school 
and, in the summer, visi¬ 
tors to Rhoose and walk¬ 
ers. 

“We serve breakfasts, 
snacks, paninis, jacket 
dishes and soups, and a 
selection of drinks. 
There’s a wide choice of 
home-made cakes. 

“We’re also putting 
Christmas specials on 
the menu: hot turkey, 
stuffing and cranberry 
baguettes followed by 
mince pies!” 

The coffee shop will 
remain open right up to 
Christmas Eve. 

Glenys also provides 
buffets for special occa¬ 
sions such as anniver¬ 
saries, birthdays and 
christenings - pop into 
Coffee Time for details. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 18) 
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ttan -Y-Hyde 

Hair 
& 

Beauty 

www.tanyhyde.co.uk 

Quality Matrix Hair Products and 
Remy Hair Extensions 

All aspects of Beauty Treatments 

From 1st December 
we are offering Sienna 
X Spray Tanning in 3 shades 

Also available . . . 
‘Waging, pacials, Manicures & 
Pedicures, Minxb\[ailArt, 3P> Lasftes, 
‘Extensions, Massage, Aromatherapy 
- Plus tots more. 

100 FONTYGARY ROAD, RHOOSE 

Tel: 01446 711598 




Coffee Time 

Opposite Rhoose Social Club 
Open Breakfast Time 
to Tea Time 
Christmas Baguettes - Turkey with 
Stuffing and Cranberry now available 

Cappucino • Tea • Mocha 
Coffee • Baguettes • Paninis 
Sandwiches • Jacket Potatoes 
Latte • Cakes • Hot Chocolate 
Daily Specials 

CBOI 

Buffets Available 

We cater for all events 


Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 4.30pm 

21 Fontygary Road, 

_ Rhoose 




A Merry Christmas 
to all our customers 


1 



ABOVE: 

Jo and Kath at Posh Pawz are making life 
so much easier for local dog lovers. 


— is- Hair 




4 Stewart Road, Rhoose, CF62 3EZ 



A Merry Christmas to all our clients 
from Claire, Zoe, Therese, 
Vanessa and Tyler. 

Specialising in colouring techniques. 

We use Affinage Kitoko ASP 
salon professional products. 


Beauty@Sublime Hair 
with Therese 

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 

Special offers with discounted 
prices for December 
PARTY PACKAGES: 

TANS, LASHES, NAILS ETC. 

Manicures, Pedicures, 3 Week Manicures, 
Acrylic Nails, Waxing and Spray Tans, 
Lash Treatments plus many more. 
Treatments for men also available. 


Loyalty Cards for both hair 
and beauty treatments. 

Open Tuesday - Thursday 9 - 5pm 
Friday 9 - 7pm; Saturday 9 - 4pm 


Tel. 01446 711799 


VALE LAUNDRY 

• Ironing and dry cleaning 

• Fast turnaround 

• 30 items for only £15 (Terms& conditions apply) 

• Free collection & delivery in your area 

Call Justine 

01446 753773/07772222916 

Email: valelaundry@gmail.com 























































Thursday, November 29th, 2012 


www.facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 19 



RIGHT: 

Vale Laundry is always on the 
go - providing an efficient, 
professional service 
for both domestic and 
commercial clients. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18) 

There are great local pubs and restaurants 
too. 

In the last five years, Kevin and Kerry 
Eade have turned The Fontygary Inn into 
one of the area’s most popular pubs. 

Dining out during December and early 
January is becoming more and more popular, 
so it is advisable to give them a ring to make 
sure you get that vital evening booked. 

At The Highwayman on the outskirts of 
Rhoose, the owner-chef Wayne Morgan and 
his partner Katie Neville, have created an 
enviable reputation for excellent quality din¬ 
ing complemented by good, prompt service. 

Wayne is an accomplished ‘fish chef’ and a 
visit to The Highwayman comes highly rec¬ 
ommended. 

How many villages in the world can boast 
modern business ventures, a railway station, 
an international airport, and a sports and fit¬ 
ness complex with restaurants and entertain¬ 
ment - Fontygary Leisure Park? 

Rhoose can! 



RHOOSE CARS 

6 seaters & 8 seaters available 
Airport transfers, Shopping trips 
Lady drivers available 
Don’t drink & drive this Christmas 
^ . Now taking bookings for 

r v Christmas & New Year 
X NO METER CHARGES 
’ Travel in comfort in safety 

Tel: 01446 713916 


Tan y Hyde’s 
Christmas grotto 
for local charities 



The ladies at Tan y Hyde are inviting local 
families to their Santa’s Grotto on December 
23 - proceeds will go to two south Wales 
charities. 


TAN Y HYDE in 
Rhoose is inviting 
everyone to its 
Santa’s Grotto on 
Sunday, December 
23 - two charities 



Friday 30th November & Saturday 1st December 

‘JIMMY G’ Live Singer 

Live entertainment every Saturday throughout December 

Over 60s Menu 

Served Mon-Sat lunchtimes only £4.45 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

' Normal Menu available for diners 
until 9pm. From 9pm onwards: 

Live band - The Dust Monkeys 
plus Buffet - Ticket only £10 

Open every day 9am ‘til late; Open Christmas Day ‘til 4pm; 
Closed Christmas Day Night; Open Boxing Day 

A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

t to all our customers. We look forward to <k 
seeing you during the festive season. J|| 

Minibus service available for diners - phone for details 
^ Free to Rhoose, Penmark and Aberthaw ^ 

Nurston y Nr. Rhoose 
Tel 01446 710205/07596 630057 + 
www.highwayman-pub.com 




are set to benefit 
and the special day 
starts at 2.30pm 

The manager of the 
popular local hair and 
beauty salon, Kath 
Scully, said: “Proceeds 
on the day will go to 
Ysgol Erw’r Delyn, a 
school for pupils with 
physical and learning 
disabilities, and The 
Joshua Foundation 
which provides special 
life experiences for chil¬ 
dren living with cancer. 

“There will be pres¬ 
ents for the children, 
face-painting, hair-curl¬ 
ing and the chance to 
have nails done. We are 
also holding a Christmas 
raffle.” 

For mums there will 
be the chance to enjoy 
some treatments as well. 

Tan y Hyde provides 
a great service for both 
sexes - haircuts, waxing, 
lashes, brows, nails and 
tanning; relaxing mas¬ 
sages, body treatments 
and facials. 

December is booking 
up fast, but if you call 
01446 711598 you may 
be in time to book a ses¬ 
sion. 

The salon holds spe¬ 
cial late nights ’til 7pm 
on Fridays, and will 
even open for limited 
hours on Christmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eve. 

Kath told The GEM: 
“We want to wish all our 
customers in Rhoose and 
Barry a happy Christmas 
and New Year.” 

Tan y Hyde also hosts 
a post box for the Scouts 
who deliver Christmas 
cards across the Vale and 
Cardiff. 


Former Barry soldier 
wins ‘caring’ award 


A FORMER soldier from 
Barry has won a top award 
at Wales’ most prestigious 
care awards ceremony. 

Former Royal Welch Fusilier 
Sam Harrison is celebrating a 
bronze award as ‘outstanding 
newcomer’, a category sponsored 
by Barclays Bank, who were also 
overall sponsors for the 10th 
anniversary Wales Care Awards, 
an ‘Oscar-style’ awards night for 
the care sector in Wales, run by 
Care Forum Wales. 

Sam received his award at a 
black tie event in Cardiff City Hall 
from Welsh Government Deputy 
Minister for Health and Social 
Services, Gwenda Thomas. 

Looking after people with 
physical and mental health prob¬ 
lems has been a life-changing 
experience for Sam, 23, from 
Gaen Road, Barry, who says car¬ 
ing for people in the community, 
working for Barry-based All Care 
South Wales, has made him look 
at life differently. 

“It sounds cheesy, but when 
you see some people having to put 
up with horrendous conditions it 
makes you look at life differently. 
Dementia can be terrible. 

“It’s something people want to 
brush under the carpet but it’s 
something which can happen to 
anyone, even people in their 30s 
and 40s, which can be quite 
shocking for family members.” 

Coming from an army back¬ 


ground, Sam and his family trav¬ 
elled around a lot and inevitably 
he joined up. But when the Royal 
Welch Fusiliers were amalgamat¬ 
ed in 2005, he left the army and 
pursued his other great love - 
motorbikes. 

Unusually both his father and 
mother rode motorcycles - his 
mother actually rode a Ducati and 
his father still rides a bike. 

“After the army, I went to col¬ 
lege and did a motorcycle appren¬ 
ticeship. I worked for a car com¬ 
pany for one year and then worked 
for the Riders motorcycle compa¬ 
ny in Cardiff, working on Ducatis 
and BMWs,” he said. 

With the economic downturn, 
he was made redundant and his 
step-sister Tasha Miller suggested 
he think about care work. She has 
worked for All Care for three or 
four years. 

He applied and was taken on as 
a community care worker last 
October. One of his clients has an 
acquired brain injury, suffered a 
stroke after the injury and also has 
epilepsy and a stomach problem. 

The man had to be taught basic 
living skills. “We also had to teach 
him how to cook because his 
stomach is so sensitive. 

“He loved eating curry but it 
made him ill, so we had to plan his 
entire diet and buy all the food in 
and make sure he was able to cook 
it himself if necessary. 

“We take him to the shops 



SAM HARRISON 

because his balance is not good 
and his speech has been affected. 

“It was a massive shock for 
someone like me and I will never 
moan about anything again!” 

Sam attends Barry College 
studying for his BTech Diploma in 
IT studies and has ambitions to 
gain his HND qualification. 

He added: “When I got the 
nomination, I said I am just doing 
the job I am paid for, nothing spe¬ 
cial. But it’s a real privilege that 
people are thinking of you in this 
way.” 

Sam attended the awards cere¬ 
mony with girlfriend Ruth 
Williams who has just finished her 
HND in animal welfare and does 
work for the leading veterinary 
charity PDSA. 

The evening was compered by 
BBC newsreader Lucy Owen, 
with entertainment from the tal¬ 
ented mezzo-soprano, Sioned 
Terry. 


Local woman is Pilates master 


A COWBRIDGE 
woman has just 
returned from a 
high-level event 
designed to teach 
her more about a 
popular training 
regime. 

Karen Ingram, the co¬ 
founder of Barefoot 
Studio, is already a sen¬ 
ior Pilates instructor, and 
has just returned from an 
international training 
course in Barcelona. 

She was invited by 
Peak Pilates and this will 
lead to her becoming a 
‘Pilates Master 
Instructor’, qualified to 
train Pilates’ instructors 
in two disciplines, the 
Chair and the Reformer. 

Karen will be the first 
Master Instructor in 
Wales and one of just 
three in the UK. 

She said: “Joseph 
Pilates originally 
designed the Pilates 
Chair to challenge the 
body’s deep core mus¬ 
cles in a dynamic way, 
using springs and a mov¬ 
ing pedal. 

“The Pilates Reformer 
is even more versatile 
than the chair and 
achieves real changes to 
the body’s strength and 
shape.” 

Barefoot Studio has 
two reformers and will 
shortly be offering group 
chair classes from their 
centre in Cowbridge. 

Karen said, “The 
three-day course was 
amazing. I was working 
alongside other instruc¬ 
tors from India, USA, 
Saudi Arabia, Finland, 
Tunisia, Poland, Italy 
and elsewhere. 

“I was honoured to be 
asked to attend, and look 
forward sharing my new 
skills in Wales.” 



ABOVE: 

Karen Ingram (back row in purple) recently 
visited Barcelona for a training course. 


barefoot 

studio 


Pslatti builds strength & fUuibildy bom the inside out, aorkkrg 
the deep core muscle* A creetong 0 long, lean look Barefoot 
Studio have over 10 yean experience oi teaching PlUtcs to the 
Kghest tf ondorefo Over 20 cfo»es to choose bom, free cor part 
beautiful studio space... NEW beginners Pilates courses start 
lan 2013 Plus. Mates reformer, ball and chair classes. 


ReakPilates 

SPECIALIST h LOWER RACK PAIN £*ck 
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EVERYTHING IS 


HALF PRICE 


/A 


PositiveEnergy 

Multifuel & Woodburning Stoves 


Traditional & Contemporary Stoves. 

COME AND SEE OUR 
SHOWROOM 

m * 

M 1 m 

J w . 1 


Unit D, Ogmore Court, 
Abergarw Industrial Estate, 
Brynmenyn, Bridgend 
CF32 9LW 

Just one mile from 
Sarn Designer Outlet 

01656 720969 


Kiln Dried Logs 
I cubic metre 

£85 


VALEWAYS TEAM 

LOOKS BACK ON 
PAST YEAR AT AGM 


Onrg 


Mitfnwi 


£75 fines 
for dog 
fouling 

XFOR officers 
issued 60 fixed 
penalty notices in the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
during the week 
commencing 
November 12. 

It has been tasked by 
the Vale Council to help 
tackle dog fouling and 
littering incidents and is 
taking a ‘zero tolerance’ 
approach; offenders are 
issued with a fixed penal¬ 
ty notice of £75 without 
warning. 


been received. 

He said that there 
have been changes, and 
that the office staff has 
been reduced to one, 
while repairing stiles 
and the like was now 
being done by the Vale 
of Glamorgan Council. 

The trustees are also 
taking on duties previ- 
ouslycarried out by paid 
staff. 

Valeways continues 
to provide the council's 
public rights of way 
officer with regular con¬ 
dition reports. 

Mr Gibbins thanked 
the trustees and all the 
walk leaders for all their 
hard work over the last 
12 months. 

Further information 
can be found on 
Valeways’ website at 
www. valeways. org. uk 


Actaiioflct 


THE annual gener¬ 
al meeting of 
Valeways was held 
recently at the 
Forest Lodge, 
Porthkerry 
Country Park, 
Barry. 

The chairman, Phil 
Gibbins, welcomed 
members to the meeting 
and asked for the 
appointment of three 
new trustees Michael 
Edwards, Lynda Wallis 
and Meirion Morgan to 
be formally accepted 
by the meeting. 

He went on to give a 
very favourable report 
on the situation that 
Valeways now finds 


itself in, after what has 
been a very difficult 
year. 

The difficulties with 
funding had been over¬ 
come after a grant from 
the Vale Council had 


^j^-oven cleaning 
to <7 Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 


Hurry, offers will end Sunday! 


^ NEW 

IAW «t*«V 
MONDAYS 


MONDAYS — 

Ct 11 STU ‘ 

Ter 02920 371970 Frio* 

www.fwhomefttores.co.uk 

T«im 

Man 7 ttar> 7 OCpm Uonn ateo at 

TU» Ktmm fcilfcn CaWfPA* T*. Urt2U tSS4j90 
i $:.«.*•« 4 Ncwpo*! Tat 01633 26&66 
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P Fohow us or Teller 


homestores 

m .co.uk n 

SOFAS DINING BEDS 
BEDROOM & ACCESSORIES 


free 


*. 
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DESIGNER furniture OUTLET STORES - NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
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Ten years on , village 
gathers to remember 
a school bus tragedy 


THE annual lighting 
of the Christmas tree in 
Ystradowen next 
Monday (December 3) 
will be especially 
poignant this year, as 
the village remembers 
the 10th anniversary of 
the fatal school bus 
crash which claimed 
the life of 12-year-old 
Stuart Cunningham 
Jones. 

Villagers have gath¬ 
ered each year on the 
anniversary of the 
crash to quietly 
remember the suffer¬ 
ing of that deeply trau¬ 
matic night, and to wel¬ 
come the coming of the 
Christmas season as a 
time of hope and peace 
in the world. 

This year, there will 
be a renewed focus on 
the tragic accident, as 
many involved look 
back on what has been 
done since to stop simi¬ 
lar tragedies happen¬ 
ing again. 

Dr Chris Howard, 
who led a campaign to 
improve school bus 
safety in the years after 
the accident, writes: 

“The events of that 
night will live forever in 
the memory of those 
involved, as will the 
image of the bus hang¬ 


ing precariously over the 
embanked field below. 

“It was a terrible time. 
After the initial frenzy of 
public interest subsided, 
we needed to come 
together in support of Jo 
and David Cunningham 
Jones, as they came to 
terms with their tragic 
loss. 

“We all knew that 
many more children 
could have lost their 
lives and we all felt that 
more could have been 
done to prevent the acci¬ 
dent happening. 

“That’s why we set up 
Stuart’s Campaign early 
in the New Year of 2003. 
The immediate grief had 
turned to a collective 
anger and we all felt 
something had to be 
done. 

“A police investiga¬ 
tion had begun and the 
Vale Council officers 
had been warned by its 
insurers that it should 
not discuss the events 
surrounding the crash. 

“But for many people 
in Ystradowen, that 
looked like an evasion of 
responsibility and, if 
anything, it fuelled the 
frustration and anger and 
spurred the group on. 

“We used the many 
and various skills of the 
village community to get 
our message across. 

“We set up a website, 
issued press releases, 


Physio speaks on 
powers of recovery 


T he 

November 
meeting of St 
Hilary WI was held 
in the Village Hall, 
when the minutes 
of the last meeting 
and the Glamorgan 
Newsletter were 
read, and final 
arrangements 
made for the 
Christmas dinner 
next month. 

Jenny Hughes and 
Sheila Davies had 
attended the Glamorgan 
Federation autumn 
council meeting in 
Porthcawl on November 
5, and Jenny reported to 
members on the pro¬ 
ceedings, stating that 90 
WIs were represented at 
the meeting. 

The main speaker 
was Miranda 
Krestovnikoff from the 
television series Coast 
and both Jenny and 
Sheila found her talk 
fascinating. 

It was finally agreed 
that the January, 
February and March 
meetings would be held 
in the afternoon, instead 
of in the evening. 

This has been decid¬ 
ed as several of the 
older members are not 
comfortable travelling 
in the dark evenings and 
winter weather. 

The guest speaker 
was Steve Cannon, a 


physiotherapist with 
more than 30 years of 
experience, who has 
had a varied career, 
including the position of 
physiotherapist to the 
world famous 
Barbarians rugby team, 
and he travelled exten¬ 
sively around the world 
for more than 10 years. 

He also joined the 
men’s ATP tennis tour 
as a member of the 
physiotherapy team in 
1994, and treated many 
world ranked players, 
including Boris Becker 
and Stefan Edberg. 

As several members 
have either had knee or 
hip replacements, or are 
scheduled to have them 
in the near future, Steve 
was able to explain, in 
understandable detail, 
what these operations 
entail and how physio¬ 
therapy can help recov¬ 
ery. 

He also explained 
how injuries to muscles, 
ligaments and tendons 
occur and how they are 
treated 

Apparently, 92 per 
cent of physiotherapists 
are female and, unfortu¬ 
nately, there are too 
many who qualify for 
too few available jobs. 

All members present 
found his talk entertain¬ 
ing and interesting, as 
well as extremely 
informative. SD 


made contact with most 
of the Welsh media out¬ 
lets and built excellent 
relationships with many 
journalists. 

“They knew that there 
was a question to be 
answered. Why were 
there no escorts and no 
requirement to wear 
seatbelts? It was network 
journalist Wyre Davies, 
now reporting from 
Gaza for the BBC, who 
first asked that key ques¬ 
tion in the village on the 
morning after the crash. 

“We also wanted to 
know why escorts were 
not provided, why risk 
assessments were not 
made and why seat belts 
were not needed. 

“We made remarkable 
progress for a small and 
very local group, work¬ 
ing alongside a more 
longstanding campaign 
called BUSK. By the 
time of the National 
Assembly elections in 
2003, we were confident 
enough to run hustings 
for local candidates. 

“We were able to get 
our message into the 
National Assembly of 
Wales and we were care¬ 
ful not to align with any 
one grouping. Jane Hutt, 
the local AM and Alun 
Cairns, then a regional 
AM, both gave us strong 
support, but the other 
party representatives 
also played their part in 
bringing about a national 
debate within Wales and 
keeping the issue in the 
front line of the 
Assembly’s work. 


“A key supporter was 
Peter Clarke, the first 
Children’s 
Commissioner for 
Wales. He met with Jo 
and David Cunningham 
Jones and saw immedi¬ 
ately that there was an 
issue that needed to be 
addressed. 

“It was difficult not to 
come to that conclusion 
after talking with Jo and 
Dave. Throughout, they 
were models of integrity, 
determination and forti¬ 
tude. Without their 
courage, much less 
would have been 
achieved. 

“The machinery of 
government turns slow¬ 
ly, however. After the 
early successes of the 
campaign, we settled 
down to many months of 
more detailed work in 
lobbying and under¬ 
standing the intricate 
details of the legislation 
surrounding school 
transport. 

“It was complex and 
difficult but we persuad¬ 
ed the Assembly to set 
up a committee of 
enquiry, led by Peter 
Black AM. 

In due course, it pub¬ 
lished a report with 
many specific recom¬ 
mendations to improve 
safety on school buses. 

“Some of the propos¬ 
als could be dealt with 
by local councils without 
legislation, but we want¬ 
ed a national code and 
the compulsory wearing 
of seat belts, and that 
needed a change in the 


law. The West mi nster 
Parliament was not real¬ 
ly interested, though we 
gave evidence to a 
Select Committee. This 
was too small an issue 
for them it seemed. 

“But here in Wales, 
there was more interest, 
and we tested the limits 
of devolved government 
in pushing for those 
measures that the 
Assembly could accom¬ 
plish in Wales. We got a 
commitment from the 
One Wales Labour-Plaid 
coalition government in 
2007, and when the 
Learner Transport 
(Wales) Measure 2008 
was eventually passed, it 
was only the second 
piece of Welsh-specific 
legislation made since 
the time of Owain 
Glyndwr. 

“The Measure insisted 
that local councils do 
more to ensure that bus 
contractors, schools, 
councils and parents all 
knew their part in keep¬ 
ing school buses safe. 

“A national code of 
conduct was established 
and councils were 
encouraged not to use 
double deckers on the 
school run. 

“More legislation fol¬ 
lowed in 2011 with the 
introduction of further 
compulsory safety regu¬ 
lations for school trans¬ 
port, including the use of 
appropriate seatbelts and 
CCTV. 

“Trained supervisors 
would be provided for 
some learner transport, 
mandatory training for 


COMMUNITY NEWS 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 

Telephone(01656) 880418 


Condolences 

IT is sad to report 
the death of Dr 
Helen Wynne 

Davies of 

‘Sarum Craig-yr- 
Eos Road, Ogmore- 
by-Sea, who died 
peacefully in the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital after a long 
illness bravely 
borne. 

She is sadly missed by 
mother Miriam and sis¬ 
ter Katherine and the 
family, and our deeopest 
sympathy goes out to 
them. 

The funeral took place 
on November 22, at 
Coychurch 
Crematorium. 

Concert 

A VERY successful con¬ 
cert with Bridgend Male 
Choir, was held in St 
Bridget’s Church on 
November 16, followed 
by refreshment at the 
Fox and Hounds. 

Collection 

THE harvest collection 
for the Bridgend Food 
Bank raised £605.10, to 
which Gift Aid was 


added, making a total of 
£742.60. Many thanks 
to all who donated. 

Heritage 

Centre 

FRIENDS of the 
Heritage Coast are 
holding a pre- Christmas 
event at the Heritage 
Centre, Dunraven, 
Southerndown, on 
Sunday, December 2, at 
2.30pm. 

Why not go along and 
bring your friends to 
enjoy a log fire, mulled 
wine and mince pies? 

As ever, the Rangers 
will offer some enter¬ 
tainment and there will 
be a raffle. 

Diary 

DATES for the diary: 
November 30, Mothers’ 
Union Eucharist in All 
Saints Church, 

Southerndown, at 
10am. 

December 1, St 
Brides Major C/W 
School Christmas 
Fay re, 10am-12 noon. 

December 9, 

Christmas carols and 
readings (and surprises) 
in Wick Chapel at 3pm. 
All are welcome to 
attend. 


drivers would be devel¬ 
oped and vehicles that 
don’t meet strict safety 
standards would be 
phased out. 

“ Stuart’s Campaign 
needed to play only a 
small part in these later 
developments. The issue 
and the legislation need¬ 
ed to deal with it had 
become embedded in the 
work of local govern¬ 
ment and the Welsh 
Assembly. 

“It had taken a long 
time - too long perhaps 
- but we had reached a 
point where we had 
achieved most of what 
we had set out to do in 
the aftermath of the 
Ystradowen accident. 

“Councils, schools, 
pupils and parents still 
need to be vigilant 
because risks will 
always remain, but the 
legislation has set higher 
standards and clarified 
the issue of who is 
responsible. 

“Our work had run its 
course. 

“The children 
involved that night are 
now young adults, some 
with families of their 
own, making their way 
in the world. Ten years 
has seen a lot of pain, 
but also some progress 
to a better way. 

“On December 3, we 
will gather again to sup¬ 
port Jo, David and 
Angharad in remember¬ 
ing that some good has 
come from their terrible 
loss. ” 


Galilee Chapel project 
receives funding boost 



The presentation of the £10,000 grant from the Welsh Church Act Trust. 
From left to right: Mr Clifford Edge, Mr Ian Colston, 

Coun Fred Johnson, Mr D Jenking and the Rev H Butler. 


THE Vale of Glamorgan 
Welsh Church Act Estate has 
contributed £10,000 towards 
the £1 million Galilee Chapel 
Project. 

The West church at St Illtud’s 
Church, Llantwit Major, contains a 
fine collection of late Celtic stones. 

Two of them commemorate local 
kings, and another is probably the 
earliest inscribed stone in Britain. 

Unfortunately, they are housed in a 
busy parish church and many visitors 
have pointed out that they need pro¬ 


tection and a more worthy display. 

The Galilee Chapel Project aims to 
rebuild the ruined Galilee at the west 
end of the church to rehouse the 
stones, but also to create a research 
centre for the study of Celtic 
Christianity, particularly in the Vale. 

The project, which is funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, the Welsh 
Church Acts and CADW, will also 
provide improved facilities in the 
West church for worship and commu¬ 
nity use. 


Llantwit Major Boys 
fly the flag for Wales 



The Llantwit Major team who competed in Exeter. 


A TEAM of four 
boys from 2nd 
Llantwit Major 
Boys’ Brigade took 
part in the first 
round of the BB 
National 
Masterteam compe¬ 
tition at Exeter, and 
although the team 
will not go through 
to the next round, 
they performed 
exceptionally well 
and we are very 
proud of them. 

The competition con¬ 
sisted of 10 rounds, each 
of 10 questions, includ¬ 
ing BB knowledge, capi¬ 
tal cities of Europe, 
Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee, London 

Olympics 2012 and 
Tintin. 

Well done to DJ Jones, 
Michael Ellis, Dylan 
Johnston and Jake 
Newton. The Llantwit 
boys were the only Welsh 
team to enter this UK 
competition. 

We would also like to 
let all our friends and 
supporters know that our 
annual jumble sale will 
take place at Llantwit 
Major Town Hall on 
Saturday, January 19. 

We will need items for 
sale so if you have any 
items for collection (per¬ 
haps while sorting out 
over Christmas!), please 
contact Andy Wellsbury 
on 01446 796374. 

DC 


Hassle-free way 
to recycle metal 

M AJOR METALS is your local 
licensed facility, giving you the 
opportunity to dispose of and 
recycle unwanted metal, hassle free. 

Weigh your scrap metal in small or large 
amounts and our professional team will pay you 
there and then at a competitive price. 

Domestic and commercial business is 
welcome. We pay for your: 

• Unwanted household appliances. 

• Computers/monitors/printers. 

• Aluminium/cans. 

• Cables/electricals. 

• Non-ferrous metals. 

• Copper/brass/lead. 

• Batteries. 

• Stainless steel - 
and much more! 

We cannot take old 
TVs, fridges or 
catalytic converters. 

Make a profit from your waste through this fast 
and reliable service. Major Metals is the recy¬ 
cling, money-generating solution for homes and 
businesses within the area. 


We will pay you for your 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 

Top price and service 

Whyha^t? Cash it! 

FIND US NEXT TO THE TOWER 
ON LLAND0W TRADING ESTATE 
TeLOWtfUM* 
bn#l: kfaPntMmrtihcQiA 
frill 
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FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • CHOPS • STEAKS • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • PORK • BEEF • ETC < 


VFAA 


HALF PRICE CHRISTMAS MEAT OFFERS!! 

BUY NOW FOR CHRISTMAS- SAVE 
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FRESH CHICKEN FILLETS 





WE ARE NOW TAKING 
ORDERS FOR CHRISTMAS 

Turkey Crowns - Scotch Beef 
Fresh Turkeys - Duck - Chickens 
Legs of Pork - Gammon Joints 
Welsh Leg of Lamb 

Plus Much, Much More! 


Christmas Meat Order 
Collection Times 

Saturday 22nd December 2pm - 6pm 
Sunday 23rd December 7am - 6pm 
Christmas Eve 7am - 2pm 


V/M 


THE MEAT = 

superstore! 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

Monday - Saturday 
8.00 am - 5.30 pm 
Sunday 9.00 am - 2.30 pm 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

TEL. 01446 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at Dow Corning 
and head up Palmerston Road, turn 
left just before Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 

★ Set your sat nav t o a 

CF63 2XA ^ 



PALMERSVALE 

BUSINESS 


| DOW CORNING! 


• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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The message of Christmas, 

from Cowbridge to Belarus 




PUPILS and staff at the 
comprehensive school in 
Cowbridge have shown 
the Christmas spirit - 
with a fantastic effort in 
collecting contributions 
for ‘Operation Christmas 
Child’. 

The charity project, run by 
Christian Reliefs and develop¬ 
ment organisation Samaritan 
Purse, sends around 8.6 million 
shoeboxes containing practical 


and fun gifts, to needy children 
around the world. 

The school put together 250 
decorated shoeboxes, each con¬ 
taining messages from children 
at the school. 

The boxes left the school on 
November 15, destined for 
underprivileged children in 
Belarus. 

For most of the children who 
will receive a shoebox, this will 
be the only Christmas present 
they willge.. 

As well as gathering the 


boxes, more than £400 was 
raised through a cake sale run 
by pupils. 

This was a massive response 
by Cowbridge Comprehensive 
School to an often understated 
problem, and those involved 
offer their heart-felt thanks to 
everyone that helped and sup¬ 
ported the appeal. 

The fundraising was organ¬ 
ised by year-10 pupils Tilly 
Hall and Ellis Rosser, with the 
help of Josie Palmer and Luca 
Bianchi. TH 


Students prepare for 
enterprising Christmas 


YEAR-12 students at 
Llantwit Major 

Comprehensive are busy 
preparing for their 
Christmas fayre on 
December 8 from 10am 
until 12pm. 

All Welsh Baccalaureate stu¬ 
dents are busy putting the final 
touches to their enterprise 
ideas, ready to tempt the com¬ 
munity and generate some 
much needed funds for charity. 

The Welsh Baccalaureate 
qualification is really brought 
to life by this event as it incor¬ 
porates so many aspects of the 
award. 

Students have to be enter¬ 
prising, community focused and 
employ the highly valued skills 
of good communication, prob¬ 
lem solving and working with 


others. 

Students have responded posi¬ 
tively to the challenge. 

Olivia Holt: “By working 
with others I have learned how 
challenging planning an event 
can be.” 

Bethan Davies: “Working 
with others is interesting and it 
helps to get to know each other 
well.” 

Lantianna Darter: “Working 
with others is about problem 
solving, and once overcome it is 
a rewarding achievement.” 

Mrs Gallo, head of business 
and careers at the school, has 
been particularly impressed 
with the entrepreneurial skills 
pupils displayed in preparing 
for the fayre. 

Rhiannon Carr, leader of 
learning for the Welsh 
Baccalaureate, has thanked 


staff who have encouraged the 
students to participate in this 
worthwhile event. 

“I’m very proud of our stu¬ 
dents. Many go that extra mile 
to make things like this happen, 
and they’re committed to put¬ 
ting their best into everything. 

“Many students also gave up 
their time to attend a lantern 
making workshop. This is in 
preparation for the lantern 
parade which is also being held 
on December 8. 

“So, please come along on 
December 8 to support our 
hard working students and 
stock up on some Christmas 
bargains. All proceeds go to 
charity,” she urged. 

(SEE ADVERT 
ON PAGE 31) 


Reindeer parade is 
town success story 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 
Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 


COWBRIDGE Reindeer Parade has, like 
the Food and Drink Festival just a few 
weeks ago, become a popular event which 
showcases everything that is positive about 
the town. 

The First Minister, Carwyn Jones AM, 
recently praised Cowbridge for its pro-active 
approach to boosting the ‘high street’, and 
Sunday, December 25 was an illustration that if 
traders and the community invest in events, the 
people will come. 




Project challenges 
age discrimination 


EVERYONE’S FUTURE is a new, intergen- 
erational partnership project by Vibe 
Experience and Age Concern Cardiff and The 
Vale to tackle negative stereotyping and chal¬ 
lenge age discrimination. 

A working group is being set up for project staff, 
older people, young people and professionals. 

The first meeting is being held today (November 
29) at Area 41, Holton Road, Barry at 4pm. 

Contact Louise David, age equality worker (young 
people) via email: louise@vibeexperience.com, or 
call 01446 700622 for more information. 

Lottery award 
for Cornelly 

THE Big Lottery Fund has awarded £5,000 to 
the Cornelly and District Development Trust 
in Cornelly, Bridgend, to establish a new com¬ 
munity internet cafe as a focal point for the 
community, with training and volunteering 
opportunities. 

Other recipients included The Rainbow 
Women’s Group in the Vale, who received 
£ 2 , 120 . 
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The Law Changes 
on Dec 3, 2012 


It then becomes a 
criminal offence to 
give actual CASH 
for scrap metals. 

So, get your cash 
NOW ready for 
Christmas. 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 


Avoid the cell - 

USE A&L! 
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VEHICLE RECYCLIN 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

[ UP TO €20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: 

Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 



ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


Air Cadets celebrate 
bumper year in their 
history at Cowbridge 


AIR Cadets at 293 
(Cowbridge) 
Squadron are 
rounding off one of 
the most successful 
years in recent 
memory - with 
cadets meeting new 
challenges and 
enjoying many 
activities unique to 
the ATC. 

A spokesman reports: 
Cadet Warrant Officer 
Matt Whiteley, of 
Trehyngyll, was selected 
to be a part of the 
International Air Cadet 
Exchange. After a short 
spell in Washington DC, 
Matt got to enjoy two 
weeks in California, 
staying in the Los 
Angeles and San 
Francisco Bay areas. 

In the course of a jam- 
packed schedule, he vis¬ 
ited the NASA Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory 
in Pasadena, which 
serves as mission control 
for all unmanned mis¬ 
sions including the 
ongoing explorations of 
Mars. 

He toured the 192nd 
Rescue Squadron which 
operates MC-130 
Hercules and HH-60 
Pavehawk helicopters in 
the Combat Search and 
Rescue (CSAR) role. 
Matt also got to enjoy 
some quintessentially 
American experiences, 
such visiting Huntington 
Beach in Orange 
County, the Golden Gate 
Bridge in San Francisco 
and getting to drive a 
classic Ford Mustang, 
courtesy of his hosts. 

He further distin¬ 
guished himself this year 
by serving as the Lord 


Lieutenant’s Cadet for 
South Glamorgan and 
completing the Air 
Cadet Junior Leader’s 
course: a nine-month 
course that takes place 
on military training 
areas across the UK. Of 
the 50 or so cadets 
selected, less than half 
graduated, with Matt 
finishing second by only 
a single point. 

Flight Sergeant Tom 
Page, from St Mary 
Church, went to the 
Netherlands this sum¬ 
mer as a member of a 
team from No.3 Welsh 
Wing and completed the 
Nijmegen Vierdaagse, or 
Four Day Marches. 

Teams cover 100 kilo¬ 
metres at a pace of 
around 6kph or 4mph. 

Training for the event 
took eight months, and 
to qualify as a part of the 
British military contin¬ 
gent, the team had to 
complete a two-day 
march at Cosford, near 
Telford, in absolutely 
abysmal weather. 

For Tom, the hard 
work and the misery 
were all worthwhile 
once the team reached 
Holland: “What really 
impresses everyone 
when they get there is 
the size and scale of the 
event. Over 40,000 peo¬ 
ple from all over the 
world take part every 
year. The local people 
line the streets each day, 
shouting and supporting 
you. 

“To be a part of some¬ 
thing that big was an 
unbelievable feeling and 
discovering that you’re 
able to keep going even 
when you feel absolutely 
shredded is really 
rewarding.” 


After a well-earned 
three months off, Tom 
has recently started 
training with the team 
for next year’s event. 

Fifteen year-old 
Sergeant Dafydd Brown, 
from Cowbridge, spent 
two weeks in Gibraltar 
as part of No.3 Welsh 
Wing’s Operation Felix. 
Although Dafydd and 
the team got to experi¬ 
ence the rich history of 
the Western 

Mediterranean outpost, 
the main purpose of the 
trip was to learn to 
SCUBA dive in waters 
that are much warmer 
than the UK. 

The Wing will be run¬ 
ning the exercise again 
in 2013 and the 
squadron hopes that 
more cadets will take up 
the challenge. 

FS Pat Croysdale, 
also from Cowbridge, 
took part in one activity 
that separates the Air 
Cadets from any other 
youth organisation, 
namely flying training. 

Through the Air 
Cadets, young men and 
women are able to fly 
solo in aircraft before 
they are old enough to 
drive a car and in 
August, 16-year-old Pat 
spent nine days with 
No.636 VGS at Swansea 
Airport, learning to fly 
the Vigilant self- 
launched motor glider. 

He successfully com¬ 
pleted his Gliding 
Scholarship and is cur¬ 
rently hoping to be 
selected for an Air Cadet 
Pilot or Navigation 
course in 2013. 

As the squadron 
heads into the winter, it 
focuses more on the 
ground training syllabus 


which gives cadets the 
essential knowledge 
they need to go out and 
engage with the wide 
range of activities, 
courses and award 
schemes the Corps 
offers. 

The younger cadets 
are still able to sample 
some of the exciting 
things that lie in store for 
them. 

Recently, four of the 
squadron’s younger 
cadets received a gliding 
induction course at 
Swansea and for 13- 
year-olds Nia Brown 
and Shaun Skeet, flying 
over the Gower provided 
their first experience of 
taking control of an air¬ 
craft under the watchful 
eye of their pilots. 

The squadron is also 
being well-represented 
on the sports field, espe¬ 
cially by the younger 
cadets, such as Robyn 
Williams from Treoes, 
Ieuan Norris from St 
Donats, Warren Ryland 
from Cowbridge and 
Ystradowen’s Shaun 
Skeet all being chosen to 
represent south and west 
Wales in various sports. 

Next year holds even 
more promise, as the 
squadron expands and 
cadet and staff work 
hard to restore the 
squadron to its former 
strength. 

Particular congratula¬ 
tions must go to Martyn 
Jones, who has just com¬ 
pleted his Basic 
Expedition Leader’s 
course. 

Martyn’s success 
means that the squadron 
can once again conduct 
Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award expeditions in- 
house, which will mean 
that cadets can progress 
faster through the UK’s 
premier award scheme 
for young people. 

With two other 
instructor’s currently 
participating in the fol¬ 
lowing course, the 
squadron will be out and 
about even more than 
before. 

The squadron 

parades at its headquar¬ 
ters off Aberthin Road in 
Cowbridge on Mondays 
and Thursdays from 
7pm-9.15pm. For fur¬ 
ther details, contact 
adj. 293 @ aircadets.org 
or 07999 879174. 

CAROLS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

THE annual lighting of 
the Llancarfan 

Christmas tree will 
take place on Sunday, 
December 9 at 6pm at 
the ford in Llancarfan, 
with carols (including a 
special appearance by 
Llancarfan school 
choir); mince pies and 
mulled wine (weather 
permitting). 

The lights will be 
turned on by the win¬ 
ner of the Llancarfan 
Primary School paint¬ 
ing competition - to be 
announced. 


THE November meeting of 
Ystradowen and District WI 
took place at the village hall 
on Wednesday, November 7. 

President Jan Foyle welcomed two 
new members, before introducing the 
speaker, Howard Mortimer. 

He entertained us with an enthusi¬ 
astic talk about the life and work of 
Welsh composer, Ivor Novello. 

Novello was bom in Cardiff in 
1893 and named David Ivor Davies. 
His mother, Clara Novello Davies, 
was an internationally known singing 
teacher and choral conductor. 

Ivor inherited her musical talent. 

He was educated privately in Cardiff 
and later won a scholarship to 
Magdalen College School in Oxford. 

He soon showed a talent for writing 
songs and his first song was published 
when he was just 15 years old. 

He gave piano lessons in Cardiff 
after leaving school but in 1913, 
moved to London, living in a flat 
above the Strand Theatre where he 
remained for the rest of his life. 

He adopted his mother’s maiden 
name, Novello, and this is how he will 
always be remembered. 

Howard’s talk was accompanied by 
recordings from Novello’s musicals 
such as ‘ Glamorous Night ’ and ‘ The 
Dancing Years’. Novello appeared in 
the lavish West End productions. 


We enjoyed being transported back 
into a more romantic era and reliving 
Novello’s songs, which we have 
enjoyed during our own lifetime. 

A vote of thanks was given by 
Anita Jones., and after a break, Jan 
chaired the business for the evening. 

Jan and Mary O’Leary had attend¬ 
ed the memorial service for member 
Kathy Greene. 

Some 20 of our members had 
attended the link meeting and enjoyed 
the presentation of Victorian cos¬ 
tumes. 

Jan brought to our attention the 
financial problems facing Denman 
College. 

Ystradowen members had provided 
tea for 48 walkers in October, when 
they arrived at Ystradowen hall very 
weary and muddy! 

Members were asked to look out 
items for the table top sale on 
November 18. 

Jan and Moira had attended a meet¬ 
ing on recruitment and retention. 

The December meeting will take 
place on Wednesday, December 5. 

We will meet for lunch at The 
Plymouth Arms in Saint Fagans. This 
will be followed by a talk on 
Christmas customs at Saint Fagans by 
Dr Emma Lee. EL 


WI transported back to 
a 6 more romantic era 9 
through Ivor Novello 
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TOWN’S LONG-ESTABLISHED 
RETAIL AREA HAS PLENTY TO 
OFFER MODERN SHOPPERS 


y‘ Happy Xmas T 
From 

Christopher Designs 






Don't forget to «i|< uft th* rrrvif 
lor tnjt last minuet pft or Ida* 
tor your home. 



I T is fair to say that, in 
retail terms, the ‘cen¬ 
tre of gravity’ of 
Bridgend has shifted in 
recent years. 

The arrival of Asda, and with 
it more parking spaces, has 
meant that shoppers visiting the 
town are aware of a more 
spread out town centre, and 
businesses on the southern side 
of town, and in outlying areas, 
are definitely taking advantage 
of this. 

This area has long been a 
‘gateway’ to the town and, 
before the town centre was 
pedestrianised, it was the main 
thoroughfare for visitors when 
they arrived in Bridgend. 

The stretch along Nolton 
Street, Ewenny Road and also 
Five Bells Road is an excellent 
area for local traders with 
bright ideas, who can offer 
something different. 

At night, of course, it is the 
restaurants and take-aways that 
stand out in Nolton Street, but 
there is much more to be found 
during daytime business hours. 


Take time to explore the area 
and you will discover that there 
are numerous businesses plying 
their trade, including a deli¬ 
catessen, old-fashioned sweet 
shop, beauty salons, hair¬ 
dressers, a foot clinic, an 
antiques shop, art gallery, phar¬ 
macy, furniture, a bead shop, a 
dental practice, and fashion 
stores. 

Maria Phillips runs the 
Bridgend Foot Clinic in Nolton 
Street with her son Ben, and 
feels that the way forward is to 
keep investing in quality 
brands. 

She said: “Nolton Street is an 
iconic Bridgend Street, with a 
great history, and it is being 
kept alive by independent busi¬ 
nesses such as ours. 

“We are investing in the 
business by bringing the top 
brand names to the high street. 
A lot of businesses in Bridgend 
have tried the cheap generic 
brands, but the future is in qual¬ 
ity.” 

Just off Ewenny Road in 
Five Bells Road, the Bridgend 
Cycle Centre has found that the 


boom in British competitive 
cycling, with Bradley Wiggins’ 
Tour de France and the 
Olympics the most recent high- 
points, has raised interest in 
two-wheeled transport. 

Stuart Thom and Natalie 
Gordon run the business, and 
have customers ranging from 
‘beginners’ right through to 
experts, and an age range from 
five to 70-plus. 

They also offer their expert¬ 
ise to the community. Stuart 
runs a weekly BMX night in 
the YMCA, while Natalie is 
involved in the growing sport 
of roller derby. 

It has been popular in 
America, but more and more 
British towns are forming 
teams, including Bridgend, 
where the ‘Rink Rats’ meet and 
train in the YMCA. 

Further out of town, in 
Ewenny itself, the Ewenny 
Garden Centre has recently 
completed a major redevelop¬ 
ment. 

CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 26 
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Town has so much to offer 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 25 

Owner Geraint Simmonds told 
The GEM that it was a family- 
owned business, and that the 
redevelopment marked the first 
two years of trading in Ewenny. 

He said: “We now have a cof¬ 
fee shop serving hot food, and the 
gift shop has been completely 
refitted. 

Geraint added: “Our 
Christmas trees have arrived 
now, and we are looking forward 
to a busy December.” 


In St Bride’s Major, Stacey 
Ranson of Coast Hairdressers is 
celebrating a successful first year. 

She said: “I do have a really 
good local client base, but I find 
that customers enjoy coming out 
to the village, where it is easy to 
park and there is a relaxed 
atmosphere. 

“I have regulars coming from 
Porthcawl and Bridgend. I am 
planning to reward these regulars 
by introducing a loyalty card.” 

PHILIP IRWIN 




ABOVE: Christopher 
Rowbottom of 
Christophers Designs 
(Furniture) Ltd. 



Samantha Budd 
of Samantha ( B’ 
Fashions. 


Bridgend offers special 
festive events and free 
parking for Christmas 


F REE parking 
and special 
events are 
part of the council’s 
plans to get 
Bridgend buzzing 
this Christmas. 

Featuring prominent¬ 
ly will be seasonal craft 
and food markets, a free 
Christmas train for chil¬ 
dren, the third annual 
Elf-steddfod, a visit 
from Santa, a reindeer 
parade, choirs, brass 
bands, carols and lots 
more. 

Many shops will 
offer late night shop¬ 
ping throughout the fes¬ 
tive season, and visitors 
will be able to park free 
in all council-run car 
parks, after 2pm from 
Monday, December 10 
to Saturday, December 
15, and also after 10am 
between Monday, 
December 17 and 
Saturday, December 22. 

There will also be 
free parking after 10am 


on Christmas Eve. 

Free all-day car park¬ 
ing will also be avail¬ 
able at the council’s 
Sunnyside offices on 
Saturday 8, 15 and 22 
December. 

The BCBC Deputy 
Leader, Coun David 
Sage, said: “In addition 
to free car parking, 
we’ve got some great 
Christmas events lined 
up and plenty of shops 
to browse through, so 
come and see what the 
town has to offer.” 

The festivities will 
begin with the arrival of 
Santa Claus and his 
reindeers on Saturday, 
December 1, at 
11.30am. Rudolph and 
his friends will entertain 
the crowds with a 
Reindeer Parade 

through Queen Street 
and Adare Street, before 
taking Santa to his grot¬ 
to in Dunraven Place. 

Then, at 4.30pm in 
Queen Street, the 
Ogmore Vale Silver 


Band will lead a sing-a- 
long of popular carols 
and songs as the 
Christmas lights and 
decorations are official¬ 
ly switched on. 

On Thursday, 

December 6, traders in 
Bridgend Indoor 

Market will invite peo¬ 
ple to come and sample 
the sights, sounds and 
tastes of the market 
between 5pm and 8pm, 
as part of a special cele¬ 
bration called Traders’ 


Turns’. 

The event will also 
see the launch of the Art 
About Us soundworks 
project, which will give 
visitors an opportunity 
to listen to tales about 
the market’s past, and 
enjoy interesting facts 
and funny stories. 

There will also be 
opportunities to try 
making paper lanterns 
or marzipan animals. 
CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 27 
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Arts project’s 
'cultural 
regeneration’ 


A N art project 
that has been 
running in 
Nolton Street, 
Bridgend, looking 
at how art can con¬ 
tribute to the “cul¬ 
tural regeneration” 
of an area is just 
coming to an end. 

The ‘Art About Us’ 
project was run by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC), and Rabab 
Ghazoul, the artist in 


onds about each image. 
We’ve been using this 
format to invite local 
artists and creative peo¬ 
ple in and around 
Bridgend to talk about 
their work. 

“We've heard from a 
diverse range of artists 
and creative people, 
including Dan Wood the 
photographer, Louvain 
Rees, a brilliant young 
local historian, Chris 
Ryan, a glass artist and 
sculptor, Caitlin Jenkins 
a fourth generation pot- 


vjnaz.uui, U1C OIUSL ill . T-. 

residence, told The GEM p , ^ 

about it Pottery, and many many 

She said: “I have been mo i?- 

She added: We have 

decided for this last Art 


based in an empty shop 
space at 71, Nolton 
Street, and the project is 
in its final week of activ¬ 
ities with two more 
events to go - our 
PechaKucha, which 
takes place this evening 
(Thursday, November 
29), and our Indoor 
Market Social on 
Thursday, December 6.” 

She explained that a 
PechaKucha night is an 
evening of cultural 
exchange and debate, 
offering Pa snappy for¬ 
mat for artists to share 
and talk about their 
work. 

She said: “People 
choose 20 images and 
speak for exactly 20 sec- 


About Us event to invite 
local councillors and 
council staff to not only 
see some of the work of 
brilliant local artists, but 
also to take part in a 
debate with Bridgend 
residents around cultural 
regeneration issues in 
the town. 

“The event is free. 
However, we encourage 
people to book their 
place to avoid disap¬ 
pointment, as spaces are 
limited.” 

Telephone Rabab 
Ghazoul on 0775 
9933311 or email 
artaboutusbridgend@ gm 
ail.com to book a place. 


c Yloiian/ s/ivdiqm 


PORCELAINE, PAINTINGS, CLOCKS, 
MILITARIA, WATCHES, JEWELLERY, SCRAP 
GOLD BOUGHT & SOLD, 

HOUSE CLEARANCE & PROBATE PRICING 

9ct Gold bought A-l 1 a gram 
Sovereigns £200 each 
Silver bought 40p a gram 


66 Nolton Street, Bridgend CF31 3BP 
Tel: 01656 667774 

www.welsh-antiques.com 
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& Weekends including Sunday 
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/ ACCOMPANIED ■ Sales Viewings 
every time including weekends 
/ “8 Web Sites channelling 

purchasers to your door!" OgmorebySea 

(Sunday viewings at reasonable times) 




Southerndown 


Call us on 01656 766666 



Porters Ltd T/A PORTERS. Company No 4957288 
Registered office: 38-40 Nolton Street, Bridgend, CF313BN 


Bridgend's festive plans 



(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 26) 

The Christmas Craft 
and Food Market will 
line Caroline Street over 
three days, December 
6-8, with cabins offer¬ 
ing a range of festive 
goods and present ideas, 
including hand-crafted 
jewellery, textiles and 
home wares. 

The ‘Christmas 
Express’ will roll into 
town on Saturday, 
December 8, to offer 
free train rides for the 
family between 11am 
and 4pm. 

Then, on Saturday, 
December 15, at 2pm in 
Adare Street, the ‘Elf- 
steddfod’ will return to 
try and beat last year’s 
record of 1,000 elves. 

This year, organisers 
are aiming to gather at 
least 1,200 people 
dressed as elves. 

To take part, either 
wear your own elf cos¬ 
tume or wear red or 
green clothes. Special 
elf hats will be provided 
and the day will feature 
lots of elf-related fun. 

On the subject of all 
things festive, Seasons 
Christmas Outlet in 
Brynmenyn, is playing 
its part in making 


Christmas a magical 
occasion, and is well 
worth a visit. 

Back in Bridgend 
town centre, Santa’s 
Grotto in Dunraven 
Place will be open 
12pm-6pm on Saturday, 
December 1; 

1 lam-3.3 0pm on 
Sunday, December 2; 
llam-4.30pm on Friday 
7, Saturday 8 and 
Saturday, December 15; 


llam-4pm on Friday, 
December 21; and final¬ 
ly 1 lam-4.3 0pm on 
Saturday, December 22. 

Entry to the grotto 
will cost £5 per child 
and all proceeds will go 
to Heronsbridge School. 

Visit www.bridgend- 
towncentre.com or call 
01656 786639 to find 
out more. 


£bridgend 

cycle centre 
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Samantha 


1 a dies Fashions 
0 nd Accessories 

Stockists of: 
Vizaviz 
Brandtex 
Capri 
Marble 
Emreco 
Poppy 
Adini 
Casamia 
Mint 
Jewellery 
Accessories 


4 Wick Road, Ewenny, CF35 5BL. Tel. 01656 658388 
www.samanthabofglamorgan.co.uk 




Public Services 
Award for Barry 
Police Chief 


BARRY Police 
Chief Inspector Jay 
Dave, formerly 
Area Commander 
of Barry and the 
Vale, and now lead¬ 
ing a team for the 
South Wales Police 
Authority dealing 
with major events 
and civil emergen¬ 
cies, has been hon¬ 
oured with a presti¬ 
gious public servic¬ 
es award. 

The award was pre¬ 
sented last week at the 
MDA annual awards 
ceremony in Cardiff by 
Vale AM Jane Hutt, in 
recognition of his career 
in the police force span¬ 
ning 23 years. 

The award also made 
particular recognition of 
his role as an equality 
and diversity champion 
in the police force. 

The awards ceremony 
was opened by the Rt 
Hon Rhodri Morgan on 



Chief Inspector Jay Dave and Jane Hutt 
at the MDA awards ceremony. 


behalf of the founders, 
Dr and Mrs Khatib. 

They have a vision 
for presenting role mod¬ 
els such as Chief 
Inspector Jay Dave to 
the younger generation: 


“to achieve higher 
goals, live in harmony 
with our time and inter¬ 
act with human societies 
and cultures in their 
variety, richness and 
plurality”. 


Vale MP welcomes 
broadband cash 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has wel¬ 
comed the release 
of European Union 
money to fund high 
speed broadband in 
rural Wales. 

Mr Cairns said that, 
after several months of 
delay in Europe, UK 
Government pressure 
has resulted in the EU 
approving the UK’s 
£530 million investment 
in rural broadband. 

Wales will get £56 
million of this, to spend 
on the project, which is 
the next phase in the 
delivery of the Welsh 
Government’s commit¬ 
ment to make high speed 
broadband available 
across the country. 

It will build on BT’s 
existing investment, 
with the aim being that 
96 per cent of Welsh 
homes and businesses 
will have access to 
world class broadband 
speeds of up to 80 Mbps 
by the end of 2015. 

Mr Cairns said: “This 
decision is great news 
for the Vale and for 
Wales. Britain is in a 
global race and we can¬ 
not allow the rural and 
larger villages in the 
Vale to get left behind 
because of bad infra¬ 
structure.” 

He added: “For the 
last two years, I have 
been campaigning for 


better broadband service 
for residents and busi¬ 
nesses across the Vale. 

“Barry, Llantwit 
Major and Colwinston 
now have fibre-optic 
broadband, and I will be 
pushing to make sure 
that Cowbridge, Wenvoe 
and the rural Vale will be 
included in the areas to 
benefit from this further 


investment. 

“I trust that the Welsh 
Government and its con¬ 
tractor BT Openreach 
will now make sure that 
the rural Vale gets the 
infrastructure to match 
its aspiration, providing 
local people and local 
businesses with the tools 
they need to get on and 
prosper.” 


Tai Chi 

AGE Concern Cardiff 
and Vale is launching 
a Tai Chi class at the 
Senior Health Shop, 
38 Holton Road, 
Barry, geared to over- 
50s. 

For further infor¬ 
mation, contact Susan 
Provis on 01446 
744643. 


Marie Curie 
offering Lights 
to Remember ’ 


THE Marie Curie 
Hospice, Cardiff 
and the Vale, will 
be holding its 
annual ‘Lights to 
Remember’ cere¬ 
mony on December 
6 to celebrate the 
lives of loved ones 
who are no longer 
with us at 
Christmas. 

The event takes place 
at 6pm in the hospice 
gardens, where Welsh 
singer Bruce Anderson 
will be entertaining the 
crowd with some festive 
songs, as well as a read¬ 
ing from the hospice 
chaplain. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“Afterwards, there will 
be mulled wine and 
mince pies served in the 
garden, so wrap up 
warm. Those who wish 


to sponsor a light can 
do so by sending a 
donation to the Hospice 
fundraising team, call¬ 
ing 02920 426068, or 
emailing: helen.grif- 
fiths@mariecurie.org.uk 
to write a dedication to 
your loved one, which 
will be displayed until 
twelfth night. 

“We would be very 
grateful for any dona¬ 
tions for red wine to 
help us make our 
mulled wine. 

“Please bring any 
donated bottles along to 
the fundraising office at 
the hospice.” 

For more information 
or to sponsor a light, 
contact Helen on 02920 
426068 or email 
helen.griffiths @ mariecu 
rie.org.uk. 


Cavatina concert 

BETHEL CHAPEL, Plassey Street, Penarth, 
will be the venue for a Peace on Earth 
Christmas concert by the Cavatina Singers on 
Friday, November 30, at 7.30pm, supported by 
soloists and friends from the Welsh College of 
Music and Drama. 

Contact the secretary (029 20512054) for tick¬ 
ets, or purchase at the door. 
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Payback projects are 
making a difference 

THE Vale Council’s 
visible services team 
is celebrating 10 
years of working 
with Cardiff’s pro¬ 
bation payback 
team to help offend¬ 
ers make a positive 
impact on their com¬ 
munity. 

The team chose to 
mark this by embarking 
on another community 
project, with offenders 
helping to clear the 
grounds of St Mary’s 
Church in Barry, under 
close supervision of the 
probation service. 

Over the past years, 
work done by the partner¬ 
ship has included litter 
picks, tackling issues such 
as fly-tipped furniture, 
clearing graffiti and work¬ 
ing in parks and open 
spaces. 

The cabinet member 
for visible services and 
housing Coun Rob Curtis, 
said: “A decade’s work is 
no mean feat. I would like 
to express my thanks to 
everyone who has made a 
difference to local com¬ 
munities in the Vale. 

“The teams will work 
hard over the next three 
months to drastically 
improve the church 
grounds for its parish¬ 
ioners.” 

Denny White, senior 
enforcement and compli¬ 
ance officer at the Vale 
Council, said: 

“Each year, the team 



Stagecoach prove the purr-feet 
fundraisers for Children in Need 

STAGECOACH Theatre Arts 
group raised a fantastic £402.40 
for Children in Need, with 
half the money raised going locally 
to youngsters at Heronsbridge 
Special School in Bridgend, where 
Stagecoach is based after-school 
and at the weekend. 

Students and teachers dressed up as 
cats for their classes to support the event. 
What a purr-feet way to raise money! 

The fancy dress theme was chosen 
because Stagecoach celebrates its 25th 
anniversary next March with a perform¬ 
ance of the musical ‘Cats’, planned at the 
NIA in Birmingham, featuring nearly 
4,000 children from Stagecoach schools 
around the UK and the world. 

To join Stagecoach in January 2013, 
visit: www.stagecoach.co.uk or call 01446 
781454. 



works throughout the 
summer cutting the grass 
and tending flower beds at 
St Mary’s Church, and 
this latest agreement will 
see them cutting back the 
overgrowth at the back of 
the church grounds.” 

Susan Borges, curator 
at St Mary’s Church, said: 
“For many years we 
struggled to maintain the 
grassed area at the rear of 
the church, but a great 
weight was lifted from 
our shoulders when the 
boys from the probation 
payback team kindly 
offered to maintain it for 
us. 

“They really have done 
a marvellous job to date, 
and we cannot thank all 
involved enough.” 


STEPPING OUT WITH A GUIDE DOG 


A LOCAL politician will 
find out how it feels to be 
blind at an event hosted by 
Guide Dogs Cymru on 
Monday, December 3. 

Peter Black, Liberal Democrat 
AM for south west Wales, will put 
on a blindfold and walk the streets 
of Bridgend. 

Accompanied by a sighted guide 
and a long cane, he will attempt to 
avoid the many obstacles that face 
blind and visually impaired pedes¬ 
trians daily. 

The event starts at 10.30am from 
Bridgend Library, Wyndham Street, 
Bridgend. 

A number of councillors have 
also agreed to come along, includ¬ 


ing town mayor Roger Marsh. 

Andrea Gordon, engagement 
manager for Guide Dogs Cymru, 
said: “At Guide Dogs we are com¬ 
mitted to ensuring that all blind and 
partially sighted people can enjoy 
the same freedom of movement as 
everybody else. 

“But the reality is that they have 


to overcome extraordinary chal¬ 
lenges every day to do the things 
that the rest of us take for granted. 

“By coming along to Bridgend, 
you will be able to step into the 
world of blind and visually 
impaired people. We’re sure it will 
open your eyes.” 


WIHMPS ©N - IN BRIEF 

Welsh language chat 

A WELSH language chat group meets on the last Thursday of every 
month at 8.30pm in the West End Social Club, St Nicolas Road, 
Barry. F or more information, contact Anna on 07931 849258. 

Christmas fayre 

ON Saturday, December 1, a Labour Party Christmas fayre will be 
held at St Helen’s Church Hall, Wyndham Street, Barry, at 10.30am. 
Christmas goodies, gifts, presents, tasty cakes to eat! 
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COWBRIDGE UNDER-16s ARE THE WELSH 
CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONS OF 2012! 


COWBRIDGE 
competed at the 
Welsh National 
Cross Country 
Championships in 
Brecon on 
Saturday, 
November 17. 

In the under-16 (year- 
9 and 10) girls’ event, 
Seren Allin (year-9) had 
a great run, finishing in 
third place. Cerys 
Bradshaw (year-9) also 
ran well to finish 12th, 
while Millie Green 
(year-10) came 23rd and 
Ela Emyr (year-10) 
came 30th to complete 
the team, who came 
first. Rebecca Thomas 
also ran, finishing 34th. 

In the senior race, the 
team came second over¬ 
all, with good runs from 
Fiona Bray (18th), 
Nikita John (26th), Izzy 
Eddy Williams (30th) 
and Annabel Curie 
(32nd). 

The year-7 and 8 race 
was a tough one for the 
year-7s, but they all 
fared well and came 
seventh overall out of 
18. 

Sanant Emyr came 
35th; Merial Clode 
52nd, Emily Jenkins 
59th and Selina 
Radcliffe 69th, to make 
up the team. Also run¬ 
ning was Rachel Anstey 
(73rd); Aimee Jones 
(78th) and Jordan Meek 
(83rd). 

Well done to all the 
girls who took part! 


Netball 
THE senior netball 
team played in the 
Presidents’ Cup 
tournament, hosted 
at Whitchurch 
High School on 
Wednesday, 
November 7. 

The girls were drawn 
in a tough pool and had 
to play against St 
Teilo’s, Bryn Hafren and 
Whitchurch in the pre¬ 
liminary rounds. 

Outstanding defence 
from Caitlin Allin at 
GD, Beth Sloan at GK 
and Naduni Jayasinghe 
at WD ensured that 
Cowbridge were always 
on the front foot and 
enabled Liz Whitehouse 
at C and Anna Wynne at 
WA to control the game 
well. 

Great shooting from 
Main Boxall at GA and 
Nancie Edwards at GS 
ensured that Cowbridge 
were able to dominate 
the initial rounds, secur¬ 
ing three convincing 
wins; 8-2 v St Teilo’s, 7- 
4 v Bryn Hafren and 9-4 
v Whitchurch. 

As a result, the 
Cowbridge team won 
the pool and qualified 
for the final against 
Howells. 

This began with fast 
pace and high skill lev¬ 
els, with both teams bat¬ 
tling for the initial lead. 

It was Howells who 
secured the first goal, 
but the girls remained 


calm under pressure as 
the game progressed and 
were only trailing 3-2 at 
half-time. 

In the second half, 
outstanding defence 
from the Howells girls 
made it difficult for the 
Cowbridge attack to 
penetrate the shooting 
circle and forced shots 
from very far out. 

Despite the best 
efforts of the Cowbridge 
girls, the Howells team 
remained solid and 
secured a final 5-3 vic¬ 
tory. A huge well done 
to the Cowbridge team 
for coming runners up 
in such a prestigious 
tournament. An out¬ 
standing team perform¬ 
ance! 

A special mention 
must go to Caitlin Allin, 
who was singled out by 
four other school teach¬ 
ers for her excellent 
defensive skills - well 
done Caitlin! 

The year-8 ‘A’ team 
played Stanwell, and 
forged ahead quickly to 
take the lead 7-1 at half¬ 
time. 

In the second half, the 
aim was to reach 15 
goals and the team 
worked extremely hard 
with minimal handling 
errors to achieve their 
target. Cowbridge won 
15-2. An excellent team 
performance, well done! 
Player of the match - 
Nia Davies. 

The ‘B ’ team got off 
to an equally strong 


start, pulling away to 
lead 7-0 at half-time. In 
the second half, 

Stanwell showed greater 
resilience in defence and 
made it harder for the 
Cowbridge attack to 
penetrate the ball. 

However, a solid 
team performance saw 
Cowbridge secure a 
very convincing 12-1 
win. Well done to all the 
girls! Player of the 
match - Mali Poulden. 

The year-7 netball 
teams played Brynteg 
away on Monday, 
November 12. 

The ‘B’ team played 
first and got off to a fly¬ 
ing start thanks to excel¬ 
lent goals from Megan 
Hodgson at GA and 
Olivia Mitchell at GS. 
We were leading 9-0 at 
half-time. 

In the second half, 
Brynteg made some 
necessary changes in 
defence, which made 
things a bit more diffi¬ 
cult for the Cowbridge 
team, who came under 
pressure. 

However, excellent 
control from Sarah 
Jones at C and Rachel 
Anstey at WA ensured 
Cowbridge possession 
remained high as the 
girls secured an excel¬ 
lent 11-0 final score. 
Well done ‘B’ team! 

After beating 
Stanwell very convinc¬ 
ingly in their last match, 
the ‘A’ team got off to a 
shaky start against a 


very strong Brynteg 
team. 

Excellent defence 
from Elin Swallow at 
GD kept the Brynteg 
goals to a minimum, but 
the Cowbridge girls 
trailed 7-5 at half-time. 

In the second half, the 
Cowbridge team came 
out fighting and out¬ 
standing linking play 
from Jordan Meek at 
GA and Sophie Rees at 
GS kept the Cowbridge 
girls in the game and 
they scored the first 
goals of the second half 
to level the score. 

Meriel Clode at C 
and Tina Evans at WD 
made some vital inter¬ 
ceptions resulting in 
turnover ball, and creat¬ 
ed scoring opportunities 
for Cowbridge. 

An outstanding team 
performance saw the 
Cowbridge team push 
ahead to secure a win of 
11-9. Well done to all 
the girls! 

Players of the match: 
‘A’ Team - Elin 
Swallow, ‘B’ Team 
Rachel Anstey and 
Sarah Jones. 

Hockey 
THE senior hockey 
squad played in the 
preliminary round 
of the Cardiff and 
Vale County hock¬ 
ey tournament. 

After Bishop of 
Llandaff and St David’s 
College dropped out, 
Cowbridge travelled to 


Plasmawr to play them 
and Llanishen. 

Playing Plasmawr 
first, first half posses¬ 
sion was 50/50, with 
both teams playing well. 
In the second half, 
Rachel Bradshaw scored 
a great goal from a short 
corner. The final score 
was 1-0. 

Cowbridge played 
Llanishen next; again a 
great game between the 
two teams. The game 
finished 0-0, but 
Cowbridge had more 
goalscoring opportuni¬ 
ties with two short cor¬ 
ners awarded. Llanishen 
beat Plasmawr 1-0, so 
Cowbridge qualified for 
the final because of the 
short comers awarded. 

Special mention must 
go to Laurie Thomas 
and Laura Howells in 
defence, who stopped 
the opposition having a 
shot at goal. Rachel 
Bradshaw’s solo efforts 
in attack and Izzy Eddy 
Williams and Rosa 
Hartman’s work helped 
too. Good luck in the 
final! 

The year-10 girls 
played Howells School 
at Leckwith, and took a 
little while to settle on 
the surface, conceding a 
goal early on in the first 
half. 

They were much 
stronger in the second 
half, with skillful stick 
work from Hannah 
Lister-Sims, Milly 
Green and Rosa 


Hartman. Good breaks 
from Elbe Eddy 
Williams meant we had 
numerous strikes at goal 
and two short corners, 
but unfortunately we 
just couldn’t score. 

All credit to Howells’ 
defence, who had to 
work really hard to keep 
us at bay. 

Final score 1-0, play¬ 
er of the match was 
Elbe Eddy Williams. 

Cowbridge year-9s 
dominated the first half 
in their match with 
Brynteg, with Jemma 
Viney, Genevieve Kirk, 
Seren Allin, Cerys 
Bradshaw, Sian Smith 
and Sophia Harpin all 
working hard in attack 
and midfield to keep 
possession of the ball. 

After two great 
attempts, Jemma Viney 
slotted one in before 
half-time. 

In the second half, 
Brynteg achieved a bril¬ 
liant sequence of play to 
score a great goal. 

Moby Price and 
Megan Duncombe 
played web in defence 
and stopped the ball 
entering the defensive 
25 on any other occa¬ 
sion. 

Cowbridge had a few 
more chances to snatch 
a win, but the ball never 
found the back of the 
net. 

The game ended 1-1. 
Players of the match - 
Seren Allin and Jemma 
Viney - web done! 


Rugby 

A STRONG start 
from Cowbridge 
year-8 Second XV 
against Plasmawr 
had them on the 
back foot from the 
start. 

There was strong run¬ 
ning from the backs and 
forwards alike; compet¬ 
ing web at the rucks and 
stringing plenty of phas¬ 
es together. 

Plasmawr scored the 
first try, which was con¬ 
verted, and this was 
swiftly followed by an 
interception try by Ellis 
Cartilidge-Llewellyn to 
bring the match to a 
draw. 

Plasmawr led 12-7 at 
half-time, but 
Cowbridge were back 
on form in the second 
half and Oliver 
Rowbottom went over 
for Cowbridge’s second 
of the match. 

Dogged work around 
the tackle and ruck area 
from James Hill and 
Dylan Lloyd-Doyle 
eventually paid off and 
Cowbridge crossed the 
line a third time. 

The conversion was 
slotted over shortly 
before the final whistle, 
and Cowbridge had won 
the game 19-12. 

Man of the Match - 
James Hill. 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK. EXCEPT BRIDGEND WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ♦ WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 


GOOO 


Suva 


THE NUMBER 1 
FOR TYRES IN 
SOUTH WALES 


EXHAUSTS'! BRAKES | BATTERIES 


BirJqk Tr«* | 

| PrtMum Budget 

!5V7OTtl3 

\mm 
[wwu 
\mm 


i34ao 

at* 

i41m 

(42.90 




Midrib/P m nr 

£33 £70.40 

fan*' 29 11 1.4. Men 

SSssa £76.00 

Mkffi I D. 92 *6 
MON3S3 orfe 

XON.T 91 £73.30 


Cotm to 12 flCHX 

71 £ 35.80 

Cb IX 1.4 0104 

PAD 995 £34.00 

Eectrl 1 4, 1.0 99 99 

pad nan £38.80 


3 Year Warranty 

bom only 

£42.87 

0» 


tyre* 



(5430 

mi— maobO.W 

«»miBi 

amirsni c 90 jM 




All price* include VAT 
balance, valve, fitting 
and casing disposal 



•W V (J9jg 

1W |59.« 
mansasf t t3J» 
ta«na» M.n 
aawifcbOto 

tWto 

r,«fi!kc. (110^9 

genu«mHl> 

MWiai ins* 

iMWAdfllto 


IImh |#W* 4 ycur 
tyre i 


Driving down J| 
Britain's fuel costs. 


Up to €40 ItMf rouctor 

when you buy Goodyotr , 

uamnwr *r warier , 





www.QOodycarco.i 


t,oipn/ t 1 i u 

SaArtf Together 



TYRES 01656 657424 029 20 221201 

* *F*fwud»i, bbiiA nnri MOT9 only nwlaHt nt our ftndgtwri ntnrr 

www.celtlctyres.co.uk 

TYRES EXHAUSTS' BATTERIES BRAKES' SUSPENSION MOT' NITROGEN INFLATION 

































30 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, November 29th, 2012 
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Christmas & New Year 2012 
Still not booked the 
“Christmas Night Out”? 

Most dates for our very popular Christmas Party Nights 
are now full but there is still a chance to book on the nights 
below and take advantage of our special late booking offers. 
So you can bring “your party to our party” for a memorable 
night with work colleagues or family and friends. 

Our highly regarded and long serving Chef 
Nigel Tutton will be offering a traditional three course meal 
with coffee at the competitive price of £27.95 per person. 

Dates available are: 

Saturday 1st December - Last minute discount of 15% 

for parties of 6 or more on this night only. 

Friday 21st December - Glass of house wine per person 
will be included in price. 

Saturday 22nd December - Bottle of house wine per 
four guests for parties of 8 or more. 

Don’t leave it too late - ring now to reserve you places 

Tables still available for Christmas Day Lunch 
and New Year’s Eve Party night. 

Call us now on 

01446 740069 

Porthkerry Road, Barry, CF62 7XY 

www.mountsorrelhotel.com 


brings you t!>e Magic of Pantomime 


Joe Tasquale 


Cerj Dupree _ i.ucy Evans 




BOOK NOW FOR WALES’ No.l PANTO! 


CAOS coffee 

COWBRIDGE 
Amateur Operative 
Society (CAOS) is 
holding a coffee morn¬ 
ing at the Lesser Hall, 
Cowbridge, on 
Saturday, December 1 
from 10am-12.30am. 
Admission £1 to 
include tea/coffee and 
biscuit. Cake stall, 
small gifts, tombola 
and raffle. 

Penarth fayre 

ON Saturday, 
December 1, ‘Penarth 
Live at Home Scheme’ 
will be hosting a 
Christmas fayre from 
10.30am at Trinity 
Church, Stanwell 
Road, Penarth; £1 
entrance fee will 
include a cup of 
tea/coffee. Children 
will not be charged. 

For more information, 
call 02920 712516. 

Toy and 
train sale 

BARRY toy and train 
sale takes place on 
Sunday, December 2 at 
10.30am-3pm in Barry 
Leisure Centre. 

Organiser Chris Dyer 
said this week: “Barry is 
one of our most popular 
shows in an ideal venue 
and it has a unique 
atmosphere. 

“Traders will be there 
to sell, but are also 
happy to look at your 
surplus items, with a 
view to exchanges or 
outright cash purchase, 
so raid the attic now!” 

The next show at 
Barry will be on Sunday, 
February 3, but before 
then, the big Cardiff 


show at Penarth Leisure 
Centre takes place on 
Saturday, January 5. 

Contact 01643 
702757 or 07966 
694579; www.chrisdyer- 
fairs.co.uk. 

Sgivrs 

Cymraeg 

MAE grwp sgwrsio 
Cymraeg yn cwrdd 
ddydd Iau olafpob mis 
o 8.30yn yn Glwb 
Cymdeithasol y West 
End, St Nicolas Road, Y 
Barri. Grwp croesawgar 
a llac. P’un a ydych yn 
rhugl, dysgu neu ddim 
ond eisiau i ymarfer 
mae croeso i bawb - 
Am fwy o wybodaeth 
cysylltwch ag Anna ar 
07931849258. 
Llantwit carol 
concert 

THE Llantwit Major 
Twinning Association’s 
Christmas carol con¬ 
cert will be held in St 
Illtud’s church on 
December 3 at 7pm, 
with RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band and 
Llanilltyd Fawr junior 
school choir. 

FoE meeting 

THE next meeting of 
Barry and Vale 
Friends of the Earth 
will be at 7.30pm, in 
the Castle Hotel, Jewel 
Street, Barry, on 
Tuesday, December 4. 

Barry and Vale FoE 
will set-up a working 
group on the LDP, with 
the priorities of a green 
belt around Barry and no 
more inner urban devel¬ 
opment, but a realistic, 
sustainable plan for a 
new town in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 


r 2 Christmas Fairs... 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CRAFT & GIFT FAIRS 

Saturdays 1st and 15th December 
Both in the Llantonian Hall 

(behind the library) From 10am - 3pm 
For unusual and interesting Christmas shopping 
solutions, with yummy, tempting snacks too... 
Or, just come for a browse. Just don’t miss us! 

Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 

Email: peta@peartreecott.co.uk J 


GET THE PARTY STARTED... 

British & Continental Group TVavel 
Party season/celebrations: 
Why not arrive all together? 

The perfect solution for your travel plans. 

also School transfers - private hire. 


Please call Watts Coaches to book 

T: 01446 781277 
enquiries@wattscoaches.co.uk 

All major credit & debit cards taken. (Individual place booking not applicable) 


•'•'DON’T MISS THE... 

BARRY Nr. CARDIFF 
TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 2nd DECEMBER, 2012 
10.30am - 3.00pm 
Barry Leisure Centre, Greenwood 
Street, Barry, Nr Cardiff, South Wales 
CF63 4RU 

BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

80 Tables, Many top dealers in Dinky Toys, 
Corgi Toys, Matchbox, Britains, EFE, Lledo, 
Hornby, Bachmann, Lima, etc. and much, much 
more 

Admission £1.65 - Child/OAP £1.25 


It will attack any 
restrictions on the 
appeals system, but 
says it is pleased to see 
the Welsh Government 
gain control over ‘by¬ 
laws’, which can help in 
protecting our natural 
and urban environments. 

Save the 
Children 

THE committee of the 
Llantwit Major and 
District branch of Save 
the Children Fund is 
holding its annual cof¬ 
fee morning on Friday, 
December 7 from 
10.30am-12 noon at the 
Sycamore Inn, 
Colwinston. 

Entrance £2.50, to 
include coffee and 
mince pies. Raffle and 
various stalls. 

Tree planting 

THERE will be a 


SHIP INN 

Family Food at Affordable Prices 

Free indoor play area for the children 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

2 courses £9.99 - 3 courses £12.99 

Everyone attending a Christmas Party will 
receive a voucher booklet worth over 
£100 to enjoy at Hungry Horse 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

A few tables remaining 

Five Courses 

Adults £22.99 - Children £4.49 

Please call for menus and bookings 

Friday 30th November BRK Disco 



DECEMBER XMAS 
ENTERTAINMENT 


planting day at Monks 
Wood, Wick on 
Saturday, December 8 
from 10am, followed 
by a re-launch of the 
wood at 1pm. All wel¬ 
come; bring a spade if 
possible. Further 
information on 01656 
890386. 

Nottage fayre 

ST DAVID’S Church, 
Florence Street, 
Nottage, will be hold¬ 
ing a Christmas fayre 
on Saturday, 
December 8 at 12 
noon. 

Father Christmas will 
be in his grotto. Free 
admission. There will 
also be light lunches 
provided and various 
stalls. 


1st Dec Pukka Theatre School 2-5pm; 

from 7 ‘til late. Tributes to Whitney, 
Freddie Mercury and Buble. 

Fri 7th BRK Disco 60s/70s all your favourites 
Sat 8th Male Legends: songs from the best 
male artists 

Fri 14th BRK Disco 70s/80s all your favourites 

Sat 15th Just Whitney Tribute 

Fri 21st BRK Disco 

Sat 22nd Freddie Mercury Tribute 

Fri 28rd BRK Disco 

Sat 29th The Underdogs 

8PM ONWARDS - FREE ENTRY 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 
BRK Disco with an Icon theme. 
Free entry - children’s play area. 


HARBOUR ROAD 
BARRY, CF625SB 
Tel. 01446 729060 



Christmas warm up event 

Saturday 8th December 

Join the team at Broad Street Garden 
Centre for mince pies and matted wine 
as we start the countdown to Christmas 


Neat Christmas trees 
fresh /kiMdmdiJt* w tenths 
full range of Colot poitobte heaters 
(Mivery ser\rce on ( atnr 
lPC lyOnders 

Win some fantastic prizes in 




our free prUe draw 


Win this 
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£5,000 windfall for young rescuers 
of Llantwit Surf Life Saving Club 



Llantwit Major Surf Life Saving 
Club has been congratulated by 
Vale MP Alun Cairns on being 
awarded a £5,000 grant by the 
Lloyds Bank community fund. 

The club, situated on one of the best 
surf beaches in south Wales, provides a 
voluntary lifeguard service and first aid 
point. 

It has grown from a small number of 
young volunteers housed in an RAF 
packing case, to a club with over 180 
members providing continuous volun¬ 


tary service on the beach. 

The Vale MP {pictured above with 
members of the club), heard that the 
Lloyds community grant would fund 
junior surf rescue boards, to help 
teenage members learn how to manage 
the board from calm water to heavy 
surf. 

The fund was launched in 2012 to 
recognise initiatives that inspire and 
support young people across the UK. 

Mr Cairns said: “I really enjoyed 
meeting the young members at their reg¬ 
ular training poolside session. 


“With 40 or so junior members, it’s 
clear to me that the club continues to go 
from strength to strength. 

“The money from the grant will 
ensure that the young people will be able 
to train, compete and achieve lifesaving 
qualifications over the coming years. 

“The young lifesavers make a truly 
positive and potentially lifesaving con¬ 
tribution within the local community in 
Llantwit Major.” 

The club is always pleased to welcome 
new members. To find out more, visit 
www. llantwitmajorslsc. org. uk. 


OWNER TELLS OF HIS 
LOVE FOR ‘MY FELLA’ 


John Beasley 

BIG 

GREEN 

ANNUAL 


!3W 


f f 

'Hi M 


in brief 


VALE Point-To- 
Point enthusiasts 
will welcome the 
arrival of John 
Beasley’s Big Green 
Annual 2012 , 
which captures in 
pictures all the fun 
and excitement of 
the 2011/12 season. 

This A4 192-page 
hardback annual has 
more than 550 colour 
images and two of 
those pages have been 
devoted to Andy 
Quick, mine host of 
the Greendown Inn, 
Drope. 

Mr Quick is the 
owner/trainer of the 
grey gelding My Fella, 
which won the restrict¬ 
ed race at Bonvilston 
last season with 16- 
year-old Charlotte 
Prichard in the saddle. 

He writes: “I love 
my riding but I’m a 
weak person who can’t 
give up my food. I 
couldn’t live on a jock¬ 
ey’s diet of Mars Bars 
and Coca Cola. 

“My fitness is 
gained exercising 
Eddie (That’s his horse 
My Fella), but I would 
ideally like to be fit 
enough to do six min¬ 
utes of jogging or bike 
riding - the time it 
takes to complete a 
three-mile steeple¬ 
chase. 

“I take My Fella to 
Ogmore on the coast, 
where Rob Williams 
trains his horses. 

“I exercise him on 
the sand dunes and it’s 
just wonderful.” 

One thing certain is 
that Mr Quick has 
done a good job in 
training My Fella, and 
he is hoping to lose 
enough weight to ride 
him in a race himself 
during the coming 
Welsh season. 


Another Vale man 
featured in this won¬ 
derful, well-tried 
annual, which captures 
the very spirit of the 
sport, is novice rider 
Paul Sheard. 

Paul, who can count 
the number of winners 
he has ridden on one 
hand, is well-known 
and well-loved in the 
sport. 

He caused one of the 
biggest upsets in Welsh 
hunt-racing history 
when winning the 
Welsh Point-To-Point 


Grand National at the 
Pentyrch Hunt at 
Bonvilston in 2006 on 
It’s Only Me, owned 
and trained by Robert 
Williams, of the 
Ogmore Trekking 
Centre. 

The Big Green 
Annual costs £26.95, 
plus £5.95 p&p, and 
can be obtained from 
Paleface Publications, 
30 Thistlebarrow Road, 
Bournemouth, Dorset, 
BH7 7AL, or by call¬ 
ing: 01202 309489. 

BRIAN LEE 


Mixed 

media 

demo 

ON Thursday, 
December 6, 

Cowbridge Art Society 
will welcome Barry 
artist Adrian Metcalfe 
(see www.adrian- 
metcalfe.co.uk) who 
will give a mixed media 
demonstration. 

The society meets on 
Thursday evenings at 
the Old Hall, 

Cowbridge, from 7pm- 
9pm. Visitors are wel¬ 
come. 

For full programme, 
see www.cowbridgeart- 
society.com. 

Slate 

Barons 

lecture 

THE Cowbridge and 
District Local History 
Society’s next lecture 
will be on Friday, 
December 7 at 7.30pm 
in the Lesser Hall of 
Town Hall, Cowbridge. 

‘The Slate Barons of 
North Wales ’ is the title 
of a talk by Gwerfyl 
Gardner and it will be 
followed by mince pies 
and wine! 

Coffee 
morning 
for hospice 

COWBRIDGE ‘Stitch 
and Bitch’ invites you 


to join them for a cof¬ 
fee morning and 
Christmas craft sale at 
the Lesser Hall, 
Cowbridge Town Hall 
on Saturday, December 
8 from llam-2pm. 

Profits will be donat¬ 
ed to Y Bwythn Newydd 
Hospice, Bridgend. 

School 

Christmas 

fair 

GLADSTONE Primary 
School in Barry will be 
holding a Christmas 
fair at the school on 
Saturday, December 8, 
from 12 noon-3pm. 

There will be craft 
stalls, Santa’s grotto, 
refreshments, chil¬ 
dren ’s games and much 
more. 

Christmas fun for all 
the family... All wel¬ 
come. 

Please support your 
local community school. 

Church 

choral 

concert 

ON Saturday, 

December 8 at 7pm in 
Holy Cross Church, the 
Cowbridge Choral 
Society will present 
their Christmas con¬ 
cert. 

The 30-strong choir, 
conducted by Carole 
Lloyd and accompanied 
by Geoff Howells, will 
be performing a pro¬ 
gramme of traditional, 
new, and some special 
carols from around the 
world. 

There will also be 
several solo perform¬ 
ances. 

Tickets cost £7, 
which includes a 
Christmas drink and are 
available from choir 
members, W G Davies 
of Cowbridge, Chris 
Williams Opticians in 
Llantwit Major, and 
also on the door. 


QUIZ EVENING 
IN PENARTH 


TYCADOG 
IS HELD 

SUPPORTERS of Ty Cadog, 
the campaign to establish a 
canolfan gymunedol Gymraeg 
(Welsh language community 
centre) in the Vale, are raising 
funds for the project. 

The first event will be a quiz night in 
the Windsor Arms, Penarth, hosted by 
Dewi Tsips, beginning at 7.30pm 
tomorrow (Friday, November 30), with 
llawer o hwyl (plenty of fun) prizes, 
and a raffle. 


A spokesperson said: “Don’t worry 
if you think your Welsh isn’t up to it. 
Join in with a team who can help you 
with the Welsh - while you help them 
with the answers!” 

Cynhelir noson ewis i godi arian at 
Dy Cadog ar nos Wener, 30ain 
Tachwedd, yn y Windsor Arms, 
Windsor Rd, Penarth, 7.30yh, yng 
nghwmni ewisfeistr Dewi Tsips. 
Croeso cynnes a dewch yn llu! 

( www.tycadog.org) 


Win pair of tickets 
to ffresh restaurant’s 
festive music night! 



ABOVE: Pedw4r. 



DINERS at ffresh 
Restaurant at 
Wales Millennium 
Centre, Cardiff 
Bay, will be served 
carols alongside 
their Christmas 
pudding, at a fes¬ 
tive Christmas 
music night on 
Monday, December 
3 - and three GEM 
readers can each 
win a pair of tickets 
to the evening! 

It is the latest in a 
series of live music 
nights where members 
of the Welsh National 
Opera Chorus entertain 
customers as they enjoy 
a three-course menu 
using the best award¬ 
winning Welsh produce. 

The menu for the 
Christmas music night 
menu includes a three- 
course dinner with a 
choice of cream of 
parsnip and honey soup; 
smoked salmon mousse, 
brown toast and horse¬ 
radish creme fraiche; 
ham hock and parsley 
terrine with piccalilli rel¬ 
ish or Shaun Hill’s twice 
baked souffle with 
spinach puree to start. 

The main course 
selection includes slow- 
cooked shoulder of 
Welsh lamb, cassoulet of 
white beans with sage 
and rosemary; fillet of 
black bream, herb risotto 
and tomato salsa; loin of 
pork and braised belly, 
mustard mash, curly kale 
and cafe au lait jus and 
Jerusalem artichoke pud¬ 
ding and deep fried flat 
bread, all accompanied 


with a generous serving 
of vegetables. 

To finish, there’s a 
choice of traditional 
Christmas pudding with 
Penderyn whisky sauce; 
dark chocolate and 
Merlyn tart with Sub 
Zero ice-cream; iced 
mango parfait with pas¬ 
sion fruit milkshake or a 
selection of Welsh 
cheeses with Daffodil 
Cottage oat cakes. 

At intervals during the 
courses, live music will 
be performed at by 
PEDW4R. 

Its members, Meriel 
Andrew (soprano); Sian 
Meinir (mezzosoprano); 
Michael Clifton 
Thompson (tenor) and 
Martin Lloyd (bass), are 
all in the chorus of the 
Welsh National Opera 
and their programme 
includes popular 
Christmas classics such 
as ‘Walkin’ in a Winter 
Wonderland’, ‘White 
Christmas’, ‘When a 
Child Is Born’ and 
‘Mary’s Boy Child’; tra¬ 


ditional carols ‘Oh Holy 
Night’; ‘Away in a 
Manger’, ‘In the Bleak 
Mid Winter’, ‘Hark the 
Herald Angels’ and ‘Oh 
Come all ye Faithful’, 
plus Welsh seasonal 
favourites ‘Si Lwli’ and 
‘Seren Nadolig’. 

Tickets for the 
Christmas music night 
are £39 per person and 
include a welcome 
drink, three courses, cof¬ 
fee, half a bottle of wine 
and entertainment. 

To book tickets, visit 
www. wmc. org. uk/music- 
night or call 02920 
636464,. 

For a chance to win a 
pair of tickets, answer 
the following question: 
Christmas day falls on 
which date? 

Telephone 01446 
774484 with your 
answer,. 

The first three callers 
will win a pair of tickets. 
No correspondence will 
be entered into, and the 
judge’s decision is final. 


GEM winners'. 

THE lucky winners in the recent Bijou - 
Glamorgan GEM competition (November 
15) are as follows: 

Mr P Morgan of Llantwit Major; Mrs M Harris 
of Bridgend; and Mr L Warnock of Bonvilston. 

All three win a £50 party voucher at the Bijou 
party centre in Cowbridge. 

• Keep looking out for more exciting competi¬ 
tions in The GEM. 



gantwtt Major School 
Christmas Pete 
Saturday 8th December 
10.00am - 12.00pm 

Maw* Lana la at, Llantwit Mator, CF<J1 1TQ 
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WOODHAM PARK, BARRY 

Three Bedrooms, modern end of 
terraced, Living/dining room, 
conservatory, W.C. cloakroom, 
driveway/parking, rear garden 
backing onto playing fields. 

£134,950 


WOOLANDS ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, mid terraced bay 
fronted. Through living room, kitchen 
utility area, W.C. cloak. Upvc DG - Gas 
CH via combi. Garage-lane access. 

£144,950 


PARDOE CRESCENT, BARRY 

Mid Terraced, two bedrooms, living room, 
fitted kitchen/diner. Sea views from front. 
Could lend itself to off road parking 
(subject to usual planning consent). 
Well presented. Viewing essential. 
£97,500 



STRATFORD GREEN , BARRY 
SEEL AUCTION - Mid terraced, 
three bedrooms, through living room. 
Overlooking green. Enclosed garden. 
Garage, upvc DG. Gas CH via combi. 
No chain. 

Guide Price £49,000 


EVERARD STREET, BARRY 

SEEL AUCTION -In need of some 
modernisation. End of terraced. Three bedrooms, 
first floor bathroom, through living room. Enclosed 
rear garden. Auction Date 11/12/12 at 3.00 pm 
at the Park Inn Hotel, Cardiff. 

Guide Price - £69,000 



STATION STREET, BARRY 

Three bedroomed mid terraced 
traditional. Through living room, 
kitchen/diner, spacious family 
bathroom, upvc DG. Gas CH. 
Town centre location. 

£121,500 



JENNER ROAD, BARRY 

Refurbished throughout. 1st floor maisonette. 
Two/three bedrooms, living room, fitted 
kitchen - breakfast bar, luxury bathroom - 
bath & shower cubicle. Gas CH via combi. 
Enclosed garden/driveway. 
£112,950 



GREENACRES, BARRY 

Three bedroom, modern detached, 
w.c. cloakroom, living room, 
conservatory, 201 f fitted 
kitchen/diner. Driveway-garage. 
Well presented throughout. 

£169,950 



WYNDHAM STREET, BARRY 

Spacious living throughout. Mid terraced 
traditional. Three bedrooms, three reception 
rooms, enclosed courtyard - lane access, 
upvc DG - Gas CH via combi. Situated amidst 
shops, schools. Ideal family home. No stamp duty. 
£129,950 



MELROSE STREET, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Semi detached. Living 
room, open plan kitchen/diner, upstairs 
bathroom. Enclosed garden, raised 
decked sun terrace leading to further 
level area. Driveway providing parking. 

£119,950 



GWENNOLYMOR, BARRY 

Modern mid terraced. Well presented. 
Living room, kitchen/breakfast, 
conservatory, master with ensuite. 
Garage in block. Enclosed level rear 
garden. Viewing highly recommended. 

£142,000 



JEWEL STREET, BARRY 

Three storey mid terraced. Option of 
converting basement rooms. To the ground 
floor: two reception rooms & kitchen/To the 
lower ground: Basement rooms. To the 2nd 
floor:Three bedrooms, family bathroom. 

£119,950 



EITHINEN BER, PENCOEDTRE 
VILLAGE, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Modern detached. Master ensuite. 
Corner, cul de sac position. Living room, dining room, 
conservatory. Converted garage (sitting room). Low 
maintenance gardens, welt presented. 

£189,950 



GILBERT LANE, BARRY 

Four bedrooms. Detached dwelling. 
Living/dining. Set in private lane with few 
other dwellings. Well presented. Ensuite 
to master. Landscaped rear garden. 
Ample parking/driveway/garage. 
£194,950 



PONTYPRIDD ROAD, BARRY 

Traditional semi detached 
bungalow. Bay fronted. Three 
bedrooms, reception room, sun 
lounge. Level enclosed rear 
garden. Driveway to front. 

£189,950 



CAER FFYNNON, BARRY 

Four bedrooms, Modern detached. 
Shower/w.c., cloakroom,living room & dining 
room, fitted kitchen - integrated appliances. 
Far reaching sea views. Rasied decked sur 
terrace. Garage/driveway. No chain. 
£239,950 



MARLOES CLOSE, BARRY 

Two bedrooms, mid terraced. 
Parking to front. Living room, 
kitchen/breakfast. Enclosed garden. 
Ideal first time buy. 

£99,950 
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CLOSYR FULRAN, BARRY 

Stunning detached dwelling. Far reaching sea views. Six bedrooms, two ensuites and family 
bathroom. Living room, dining room, sun lounge, sitting room, inntegral garage. Ample parking. 
Garage. Enclosed rear garden, patio area laid to lawn. Side access. 

£349,950 


CHANNEL CLOSE, RHOOSE 

Modern detached, living room, dining 
room, sitting room, fitted kitchen, 
shower room w.c. Three bedrooms, 
family bathroom, < 

garden. No chain 

£170,000 



MELYNYGORS, BARRY 

Corner positioned. Three double 
bedrooms, master ensuite. Sitting room 
(converted garage). Living room, dining 
room, modern replacement kitchen, utility 
& wc cloakroom. Rear garden/Parking. 

£199,950 
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MELYNYGORS, BARRY 

Modern detached. Living room, sittinc 
room, conservatory, kitcnen/breakfasl, 
utility room - w.c. cloak. Detached double 
garage. Landscaped rear & side garden. 
Cul de sac position. Ample parking. 

£249,950 
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CWRT PENCOEDTRE, BARRY 

Extremely well presented. Three bedrooms, 
modern end of terraced. Replacement fitted 
kitchen, through living room, kitchen/diner. 
Driveway providing parking. Ample room to 
extend (subject to consent). Cul de sac position. 

£134,950 



PORT ROAD EAST, BARRY 

Two bedrooms. Semi detached. 
Placed on a spacious plot. 
Living room, kitchen/diner, 
conservatory. Driveway. 
Private enclosed garden. 
£145,000 



TAF CLOSE, BARRY 

Detached bungalow. Living room, dining 
room/bedroom, kitchen to overlooking front. 

Conservatory, two bedrooms. Converted 
garage used as further bedroom. Wet room, 
wheelchair accessible. 

£164,000 



MILTON ROAD, BARRY 

Stunning mid terraced. Two bedrooms, living 
room, kitchen/diner. Enclosed rear garden, 
upvc DG - Gas CH via combi. 

Option of off road parking 
(subject to usual planning consent). 

£94,950 


BLACKWELL CLOSE, BARRY 

Mid terraced, three bedrooms, 
upvc DG, Gas CH via combi. Garage 
in block. Enclosed rear garden. 
Ideal first time buy. No chain. 

£94,950 


BROAD CLOSE, BARRY 

Maintenance free, ground floor. 
Living room, modern fitted kitchen, 
integrated appliances, two double 
bedrooms, sun terrace overlooking 
communal gardens. Garage/parking. 
£116,950 



THE HAYES, SULLY 

Spacious two bedroomed, further room/ 
study, modern apartment. High specification. 
3Tft living-open plan kitchen, utility area. 
Ensuite and fam. bathroom. Two separate 
verandas. No chain. Designated parking. 
£139,500 


REDBRINK CRESCENT, 
BARRY ISLAND 

Ground floor apartment. Fantastic far 
reaching sea views. Own garden to 
front & side. Two bedrooms, living 
room, kitchen/breakfast. No chain 

£114,950 



HARBOUR ROAD, BARRY 

Spacious living. Renovated in 2009. 
Re-wired, re-plumbed, replacement kitchen & 
bathroom. 2009 combi boiler. End of terraced, bay 
fronted traditional. Through living room,dining room, 
four bedrooms, garage. Sea views from garden. 

£199,950 



HARBOUR ROAD, BARRY 

Edwardian mid terraced, bay fronted 
traditional. Three reception rooms, four 
bedrooms, family bathroom. Original 
features. Sea views over Bristol 
Channel. West end location. 

£189,950 



COLLEGE PLACE, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached 
property. West End location. 
Extensive views from rear. Off road 
parking. Gas CH via combi boiler, 
upvc DG. Viewing advised. 

£146,950 
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ROMILLY PARK ROAD, BARRY 

1930's bay fronted, semi detached. 
Retaining many original features. Stained 
glass windows, block flooring. Three 
bedrooms, sea & park views. Two reception 
rooms, w.c. cloakroom, kitchen/dining room. 

£304,950 



CONWAY DRIVE, BARRY 

Three bedroomed. Semi detached. 
Front, side & rear gardens. Living, 
dining & conservatory. Driveway/ 
garage. Swimmin^ool. upvc DG, 

£189,950 



HEOL BROADLANDS, BARRY 

Three bedroomed. Semi detached. 
Front,side & rear gardens. Living 
dining & conservatory, driveway/ 
garage, swimming pool, 
upvc DG - Gas CH. 
£174,950 



GRIFFIN CLOSE, HIGHLIGHT PARK, BARRY 

Detached property. Four bedrooms, two reception rooms. 
Private enclosed rear garden. Driveway leading to garage. 
Utility room, wc cloakroom. No chain. 

£199,950 



MIN Y MOR, GARDEN SUBURB, BARRY 

Three bedroomed, bay fronted semi. Sea views from front, two reception 
rooms, conservatory. 2004 re-wired, 2003 re-roofed. 2003 replacement 
windows. Sigma 3 fitted wardrobes. Enclosed rear garden. 

£254,950 



COLDBROOK ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Bay fronted semi. 
Living room and dining room, fitted 
kitchen, driveway/siae access. 
Level enclosed garden. 

No chain. 

£124,950 
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Barry chess teams come 
close to 100 per cent 
success in league games 


THIS week has 
seen three of our 
four teams in 
action. 

The Bosons returned 
an excellent 4.5 to 0.5 
victory away at 
Aberdare. 

This is their third 
consecutive victory and 
takes them back up to 
second place in the first 
division, but they 
remain a massive 7.5 
points behind runaway 
leaders Cardiff Castles. 

During this success¬ 


ful period, their most 
consistent performer has 
been Craig Woolcock, 
who has won all three 
of his games. 

In the second divi¬ 
sion, the Camelots 
recorded a 3.5 to 1.5 
victory against the fast¬ 
improving Cardiff 
Dragons. The Camelots 
remain at the top of the 
division after also 
recording three succes¬ 
sive victories. 

They are now a 
healthy four points clear 
of their nearest rivals. 


Lee Davis has won his 
games in each of these 
three victories. 

In the third division 
there was a difficult 
game for the Quarks 
away to Caerphilly 
Knights. 

After a couple of 
poor performances the 
Quarks needed a result, 
as the rest of the divi¬ 
sion was catching up or 
passing them in the 
league table. The result 
was a 2.5-all draw. 

This means that the 
Quarks remain in third 


place by virtue of win¬ 
ning more match points 
than Caerphilly. 

Both teams have 
exactly the same num¬ 
ber of game points. This 
is such a competitive 
division that only seven 
points separate the 
Quarks from 10th place. 

During this period, 
Peter Watkins, the draw 
specialist, was the most 
consistent performer, 
picking up two consecu¬ 
tive draws before win¬ 
ning his game against 
Caerphilly. 

Next week the 
Quarks are the only 
Barry team in action 
and they return to 
Caerphilly to play the 
Rooks. 

For more details, 
visit our website: 
www. harry chess club, yol 
asite.com. 

The Barry Chess 
Club meets each 
Monday at their home 
venue of the West End 
Club, St Nicholas Road, 
Barry, CF62 6QY, with 
matches starting at 
7.30pm. 

New players of all 
ages and standards are 
welcomed. 

PJ 


RUGBY PLAYERS STAR 
FOR THE ‘ACCIES’ 



COWBRIDGE School provid¬ 
ed no less than three players to 
the prestigous Welsh 
Academicals rugby side in 
their annual game against 


Llandovery College. 

Freddie Harries, Charley Morris 
and Chris Brace all played in a nar¬ 
row 17-15 win for the ‘Aeries’. 

AB 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD 
WHAT, AND WHERE? 


Mr Terrence J Hoggett - Dan Y 
Bryn, St Hilary - sensitive 
reduction of up to 30 per cent to 
sycamores and wych elm on 
bank/boundary with Bush Inn. 
Removal of western red cedar. 

Mr Len Richards - 4 Great 
House Meadow, Llantwit Major 

- remove London plane, horse 
chestnut and beech. 

Miss Niamh Hum - 10 Slade 
Road, Barry - first floor exten¬ 
sion of existing lean-to ground 
floor extension. 

Fat Face Ltd - Unit 1, Waitrose, 
Birds Lane, Cowbridge - one 

fascia sign, built up fascia panel 
and new HVAC. 

Mr David Pegg - 78 Castle 
Avenue, Penarth - proposed two 
storey extension including new 
porch. 

Mr Rhidian Llewellyn - Ty 
Mynydd Barn, Ty Mynydd, 
Welsh St Donats - proposed con¬ 
version of existing barn to resi¬ 
dential accommodation. 

Mr Peter Hayman - Lettons 
House, Lettons Way, Dinas 
Powys - removal of Condition 1 
of Approval reference 
2011/0503/FUL relating to an 
occupancy condition for the 
dwelling. 

Mr Terence Keegan - 18 Meliden 
Road, Penarth - single storey 
garage. 

Mr A Thomas - Railway Hotel, 
1 Plymouth Road, Penarth - 

crown lift ash. 

Mr Jason Clarke - The Summer 
House, The Downs, St Nicholas 

- erection of ground floor rear 
extension, detached garage and 
proposed new vehicle and pedes¬ 
trian access to public highway. 
Graham White - 9 Bull Cliff 


Walk, Barry - proposed build of 
detached double garage with con¬ 
version of integral single garage 
to living space with proposed 
extension to side of existing sin¬ 
gle garage building to boundary 
wall. 

Mr and Mrs A Dunglinson - St 
Johns Bungalow, Marcross, 
Llantwit Major - alterations and 
extension to the existing dwelling 
and provision of a new outbuild¬ 
ing/garage. 

SCN Properties - Unit 8, 
Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry 

- proposed workshop and associ¬ 
ated offices. 

Mr John Taylor - 292 Holton 
Road, Barry - change of use of 
ground floor shop (Al) to take 
away (A3). 

Mr Derwyn Jones - Spinfield, 
Aberthin Lane, Aberthin - 
garage to side of property. 

Mr Jon Luxton - 2 Windsor 

Terrace, Penarth - proposed sin¬ 
gle storey rear extension to form 
disabled work live space. 

Lafarge Cement UK Ltd - 
Aberthaw Works, East 
Aberthaw, Barry - installation 
of equipment required to burn 
solid recovered fuel. 

Mr David Webb - Picton House, 
Church Road, Llanblethian, 
Cowbridge - re-roofing of 
shed/workshop. 

Mr Colin Hawkins - Flush 
Cottage, Flanders Road, 
Llantwit Major - constmction of 
a new two storey extension; a new 
pedestrian access and the demoli¬ 
tion of existing outbuildings and 
constmction of a new garage. 
MHA Care Group - Ty Gwyn, 
21-23 Stanwell Road, Penarth - 
installation of extract ventilation 


and galvanised ductwork to the 
rear of the building. 

Mr P Smith - Swanbridge 
House, St Mary’s Well Bay 
Road, Swanbridge, Penarth - 
erection of a single storey timber 
framed orangery replacing exist¬ 
ing extension and garage. 

Mr Robert Freese - Old 
Carriageway Stables, Hensol - 
renewal of planning permission 
2007/01353/FUL for the demoli¬ 
tion of existing stable and build¬ 
ing a new stable with access to 
storage on first floor. 

Mr and Mrs Phil and Samantha 
Wakely - 9 Stacey Road, Dinas 
Powys - proposed two storey rear 
dining room, playroom and bed¬ 
room extension. 

Mr Darren Brown - 98 

Fontygary Road, Rhoose - erec¬ 
tion of single storey dwelling. 

Mr M Howell - Flat 1A, 15 
Marine Parade, Penarth - 
ground floor side extension. 

Mr and Mrs Jones - 9 Dros y 
Mor, Penarth - front dormer 
extension. 

Mr Raymond Armstrong - 13 
Glebeland Place, St Athan - 
ground floor extension to the side 
and rear elevations comprising 
kitchen, utility and family room 
for residential use. 

Mr Filer - 23 Pwll y Min 
Crescent, Peterston super Ely - 
dismantle in sections yew tree 
closest to house. 

Mr Peter Vidler - Cwrt yr Ala 
House, Michelston le Pit - 

rebuilding collapsed listed his¬ 
toric garden wall. 
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CAN WE SELL YOURS?? Agreed Sales in November 2012 


KENILWORTH ROAD, BARRY 

SOLD - sstc 

£139,950 



MERTHYR STREET, BARRY 

SOLD - sstc 

£89,950 


u*m 


DOCK VIEW ROAD, BARRY 

SOLD - sstc 

£114,950 






J 
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ROBERT STREET, BARRY 

SOLD - sstc 

£ 101,000 
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KATHLEEN STREET, BARRY 

SOLD - sstc 

£104,950 



GELYNYCLER, BARRY 

SOLD - sstc 

£149,950 


• 1 
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BROOKFIELD AVE, BARRY 

SOLD ■ SSTC 

£159,950 


« •* _ ■ 
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WILFRED STREET, BARRY 

SOLD ■ SSTC 

£117,500 



BASSETT STREET, BARRY 

SOLD ■ SSTC 

£84,950 


BROAD STREET, BARRY 
SOLD - SSTC 

£149,950 



MELYNYGORS, BARRY 

SOLD ■ SSTC 

£144,950 


CORNWALL RISE, BARRY 

SOLD ■ SSTC 

£249,950 




MAESY GWENEN, RHOOSE 

SOLD ■ SSTC 

£264,950 



MILTON ROAD, BARRY 

SOLD ■ SSTC 

£99,950 



JENNER ROAD, BARRY 

SOLD ■ SSTC 

£109,950 



HANNAH STREET, BARRY 

SOLD ■ SSTC 

£99,950 



PHYLLIS STREET, BARRY 

SOLD - sstc 

£94,000 


WESTWARD RISE, BARRY 

SOLD - sstc 

£269,950 


CALL US AND LETS FIND 


( 01446)736888 







































































































34 - THE GEM _ clp _ www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem_news _ Thursday, November 29th, 2012 


CADOXTON TAE KWON DO 
IMPRESS IN CHELTENHAM 



BACK ROW: Mason Osborne, Morganne Gomez Jones, Matthew Bennett, Jamie Halford, Alan 
Evans and Emily Halford. FRONT ROW: Jessica Blackley, Cian Allen, Cameron Williams, Evan 
Baron, Ellie Osborne and Cody Jacobsen. 


THE Cadoxton 
Schools of Tae 
Kwon Do travelled 
to Cheltenham 
where more than 
400 competitors 
from all over the 
UK converged to 
take part in the 
Global Tae Kwon 
Do International 
British 

Championships. 

Once the patterns 
sections were complet¬ 
ed, and with six areas in 
use all day, the point 
stop and continuous 
sparring categories got 
under way with the 
usual efficiency. 

Competing for the 
first time were Jessica 
Blackley and Ellie 
Osborne. Both did 
extremely well, with 
Jessica coming away 
with first place and 
Ellie taking third in 
their respective point 
sparring categories. 

Dominating his cate¬ 
gory, Cameron Williams 
took first place in the 
point sparring. He was 
then unfortunate to have 
some dubious judging 
in the continuous spar¬ 
ring, where the bout 
went in to extra time 
twice. It was eventually 
decided by the referee 
giving Cameron second 
place. 

Emily Halford did 
well to take third place 


in the girls’ point spar¬ 
ring, while young Cody 
Jacobsen and Jenson 
Rees both fought their 
way to third in the pee 
wee point sparring. 

Evan Baron fought 
his way through to the 
final of the boys’ light¬ 
weight point sparring, 
where he came away 
with gold. 

In only his second 
tournament, Alan Evans 
did well to come away 
with second place in the 


junior boys’ under-18 
heavyweight categories. 

Coming back in to 
form, Morganne Gomez 
Jones took first place in 
point and second in the 
junior girls’ under-18 
light heavyweight cate¬ 
gories. Jamie Halford 
took second place in the 
men’s heavyweight 
point sparring. 

Competing in one of 
the larger categories of 
the day, Matthew 
Bennett fought his way 


into the junior light 
heavyweight continuous 
sparring final, coming 
away with first place. 
He went on to take sec¬ 
ond in the junior light 
heavyweight point spar¬ 
ring category. 

Keita Enfield fought 
her way through to take 
second place in point in 
the ladies’ lightweight 
category, and third in 
the continuous sparring. 

Just missing out on a 
podium place this time 


was Thomas Haysham, 
having moved up an age 
and height category. 

I am also sure it 
won’t be long before 
Joel Wells and Mason 
Osborne will be among 
the medals. 

Instructor and coach 
Ron Thomas would like 
to thank the parents for 
their continuing sup¬ 
port. 

Ron Thomas 8th 
Degree 


Lacklustre Llantwit 


take three points 


LLANTWIT MAJOR AFC 
travelled to the Leckwith 
Stadium recently to play 
Cardiff Grange Harlequins. 

Unfortunately, on a bright sunny day 
in Cardiff, it was only the weather that 
could be praised, as it was a lacklustre 
performance by the Major against 
lower-placed opposition on a well-pre¬ 
pared pitch, and was a great disap¬ 
pointment to those who had travelled 
for this Welsh League fixture. 

Early chances were squandered by 
several of the visiting team in the first 
30 minutes, but the worst of these was 
when Tom Rees blasted a shot over the 
bar from two yards out. 

It was 35 minutes before the 
Harlequins had a shot at goal and after 
that they had a good spell of play either 
side of half-time, creating several good 
goalscoring chances and keeping the 
Major pegged in their own half. 

The home side had another great 
shot which struck the bar with force 
and fortunately for Major the ball 


bounced clear. It was further cleared 
upfield and played through to leading 
scorer Nash, in an offside position 
which was not spotted by the referee. 

He rounded the keeper and shot but 
the ball struck the post and went out of 
play. 

The Major then took the lead with a 
fluke of a goal which came from a 
cross by Rhys Gould. The keeper mis¬ 
handled and the ball fell onto the back 
of a defender and over the line. 

Shortly after, the Major won a cor¬ 
ner and it was taken long by Tom Rees. 
He curled the ball in towards the goal 
and it went over the heads of the 
defenders and also the outstretched 
arms of the keeper and into the goal, 
thus fully redeeming himself for his 
first half miss. 

A fortunate result for Llantwit 
Major AFC. However, a win is a win 
and 12 points from their last four 
games takes the Major into third place 
in the league table. 

PL 


COWBRIDGE DARTS 


TUESDAY 
November 20, in all 
four venues hosting 
the mixed doubles 
knock-out competi¬ 
tion, there were 
many close games. 

The eventual winners 
were Mo Flemming and 
Nigel Thomas (Farmers 
Arms), Annie Daily and 
Steve Simmonite 

(Edmondes ‘A’), Pam 
Rosser and Clive 
Williams (Came Arms) 
and Joan Smith and Dave 
Thomas (Farmers Arms). 

On Tuesday, 

December 4, there will 


be the first round match¬ 
es of the Clive Blick tro¬ 
phy knock-out competi¬ 
tion. Matches will take 
place at the White Lion 
and the Edmondes Arms. 

All matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are always welcome. 

Note that all teams can 
register new players up 
until the New Year, so if 
you wish to play darts 
this season, it is not too 
late to get in touch and 
join a team. 

Also, the league is 
keen to expand the num¬ 
ber of teams playing next 
season, so if a group is 


interested in forming a 
team (six players is the 
minimum number 

required) and your local 
pub is willing to host, get 
in touch with league 
chairman Rob McCaver 
(email: cow- 

bridgedarts @ google 
mail.com), and register 
your interest. 

For further informa¬ 
tion and enquires, email 
Paul at: cow 

bridgedarts@googl 
email.com. Up to date 
information can be found 
on the website: 
www. darts, apsn. co. uk. 

RM 
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GROVE ESTATES 



BRYN AWEL, BUTTRILLS 
ROAD, BARRY 

A 4 bedroom detached property 
in popular location 
Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

Detached garage & driveway 
Spacious gardens 
Views across 
Bristol channel 


£244,950 




LLAN FARM, MERTHYR 
DYFAN ROAD, BARRY 

An extended 5 bedroom detached 
property dating back to approx 1700's 
Landscaped front & rear gardens 
set on approx 1/3 of an acre 
Set in a quiet semi-rural location 
Off road parking with double garage 
Gas central heating & 
double glazed 


£275,000 



PLAS ESSYLLT, SUNNYCROF 
LANE, DINAS F^OWYS 

• Immaculately presented 2 bedroom 
1st floor maisonette 

• Gas central heating & double glazed 

• Private front & rear gardens 

• Balcony with views over Dinas 
Powys towards Llandough 

• Off road parking to front 

■ Set on no through road, offering 
short walk 
to semi-rural 
woodlands 


£119,500 



BASSETT STREET, BARRY 

• A good size 3 bedroom mid 
terrace property close to 
town centre 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed throughout 

• Low maintenance garden to rear 

• Ideal first time purchase 

• Offered freehold with vacant 
possession & 
no chain. 


-i 


£93,950 



MEADOW VALE, BARRY 

A very well presented 3/4 bedroom 

semi detached property 

Gas central heating & double 

glazed throughout 

Off road parking 

An enclosed & low maintenance 

garden to rear 

Garage conversion 

with gallery _ 

room above 


£175,000 



REDBERTH CLOSE, BARRY 

• A 2 bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow situated in a quiet 
cul-de-sac location 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed 

• Private parking & driveway to 
front 

• Conservatory 

Scope to extend subject to 


planning 
Viewings 
recommended 


£127,500 



SOUTH WALK, BARRY 

• A good size 3 bedroom mid 
link property 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed 

• Front & rear gardens 

• Ideal first time purchase 

• Offered freehold with vacant 
possession & 

no chain 


£94,950 



MOREL STREET, BARRY 

• A well presented 3 double 
bedroom property in popular 
location of Barry 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed 

• Enclosed garden to rear 

• Some original features remain 

• Open to reasonable offers 


£105,000 


RENTALS: 

George Street - 

3 Bedroom property, GCH, 

DG -£600 pcm 

Church Street - 

3 Bedroom property, in 
popular location. GCH and 
mostly DG. Unfurnished - 

£525 pcm 

Evans Street - 

2 Bedroom property, GCH, 

DG - £550 pcm 

47 Merthyr Street - 

3 Bedroom property, GCH, 

DG - £575 pcm 

Lombard Grange - 

2 Bedroom 1st floor flat. 
GCH, DG - £450 pcm 


01446 747474 


salcsig'c-grovc.co uk 


www c-g rove co.uk 
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Royal Porthcawl 
to hold Senior 
Open tournament 


Ath youth 
survive 
stern test 


THE Speedy 

Services Wales 
Senior Open will 
move to a new date 
on the European 
Senior Tour sched¬ 
ule when it returns 
to Royal Porthcawl 
Golf Club from 
June 14-16, 2013 
,for the first time 
since 2010. 

Englishman Barry 
Lane captured the 2012 
title when the event was 
played at Conwy 
(Caernarvonshire) Golf 
Club on the August bank 
holiday weekend, with 
the former Ryder Cup 
player holding off the 
challenge of compatriot 
Philip Golding. 

Royal Porthcawl had 
previously hosted the 
event in 2009 and 2010, 
before the tournament 
returned to the Senior 
Tour schedule this sea¬ 
son after a year’s 
absence, with Speedy 
Services as the new title 
sponsor. 

The new June date - 
with the final round due 
to be played on Father’s 
Day - marks the 12th 
edition of the Speedy 
Services Wales Senior 
Open, which was first 
played in 2001. 

Royal Porthcawl wel¬ 
comes the tournament as 


a precursor to hosting 
The Senior Open 
Championship, present¬ 
ed by Rolex in 2014 - 
the first Major 
Championship to be 
played in Wales - with 
both events part of The 
Ryder Cup legacy fol¬ 
lowing the staging of 
golf’s premier team 
competition at The 
Celtic Manor Resort in 
2010 . 

First Minister of 
Wales, Carwyn Jones, 
said: “It will be a great 
pleasure to welcome this 
event back to Royal 
Porthcawl Golf Club 
next year, bringing us 
one step closer to host¬ 
ing our first Major 
Championship in 2014. 

“As host nation to the 
2010 Ryder Cup, Wales’ 
golf offer continues to 
improve, allowing us to 
showcase our wonderful 
courses and giving us an 
opportunity to offer a 
warm Welsh welcome to 
all those who come here 
to enjoy golf, whether it 
is to play, watch or just 
learn more about the 
game.” 

Andy Stubbs, manag¬ 
ing director of the 
European Senior Tour, 
said: “The Speedy 

Services Wales Senior 
Open made a welcome 
return to the European 
Senior Tour calendar in 


2012 and we are delight¬ 
ed to be going back to 
the magnificent links of 
Royal Porthcawl next 
year for the first time 
since 2010. 

“Our thanks must go 
to Speedy Services for 
backing this superb 
event, and also to the 
Welsh Government and 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council for 
their continued support. 
We look forward to 
bringing first class golf 
back to the region and 
allowing the golfing 
public of South Wales to 
witness some of the 
greatest players compete 
on their doorstep, 
including Ryder legends 
and home favourites Ian 
Woosnam, Mark 

Mouland and rookie 
Paul Mayo.” 

The Speedy Services 
Wales Senior Open will 
once again have a prize 
fund of £250,000, and is 
expected to attract some 
of the leading senior tour 
players. 

Previous champions 
have included Bill 
Longmuir (2003), Carl 
Mason (2005, 2007), 
Jose Rivero (2006), 
Peter Mitchell (2008) 
and John Bland (2010). 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic youth trav¬ 
elled to Singleton, 
Swansea on a warm 
and sunny after¬ 
noon to play 
Swansea Uplands 
youth, who they 
knew from experi¬ 
ence would provide 
a stern test. 

This was indeed how 
the game started with 
both teams playing good 
open rugby and both sets 
of forwards contesting 
the set pieces. 

There was good 
defence from both teams 
and it was not until the 
15 th minute that the first 
scoring opportunity 
came to the away team 
following good forward 
pressure which led to a 
penalty 30 metres out. 

Outside half Scott 
Jones took the points 
making the score 3-0 to 
the Athletic. 

The game continued 
in the same way with the 
Swansea Uplands backs 
beginning to run at 
Bridgend Athletic. Good 
Athletic defence with 
Chris Price and Tom 
Jen ki ns in the centre and 
Josh Seldon and Jack 
Evans on the wings did 
not allow Uplands any 
real scoring opportuni¬ 
ties and the half ended at 
3-0 to the visitors. 

From the restart the 
Bridgend forwards 
began to apply pressure 
to the Uplands pack and 


began to dominate the 
territory and this led to 
the game’s first try when 
captain Lloyd Wilson 
went over wide out. The 
conversion was unsuc¬ 
cessful making the score 
8-0 to Bridgend Athletic. 

Any thoughts that this 
might make the home 
team buckle were quick¬ 
ly dispelled however and 
the Uplands pack tried 
hard to disrupt the 
Athletic’s possession 
from the scrums and 
lineouts and despite 
being physically smaller 
it was clear that they 
were very well drilled. 

The Athletic forwards 
would not be contained 
however and continued 
to provide consistent ball 
for the backs and also 
had the upper hand in the 
battle for territory. 

Forward power con¬ 
tinued to be the order of 
the day and this was 
finally rewarded with a 
second try for back row 
man Lloyd Wilson with 
two minutes remaining 
which was converted by 
replacement no. 10 Scott 
Govan to bring the final 
score to 15-0 to 
Bridgend Athletic. 

While thoroughly 
deserving their win 
Bridgend would agree 
that Swansea Uplands 
provided a very stem test 
in a game played in an 
excellent spirit. 

MP 


PORTHCAWL UNDER-13s 
LOSE OUT TO ‘THE ATH’ 


County swim 
squad shine 


BRIDGEND ATH¬ 
LETIC under-13s 
met their old foes 
Porthcawl for the 
first time in 12 
months at a surpris¬ 
ingly dry and calm 
Rest Bay. 

Both sides had a pretty 
good record this season, 
so this was shaping up to 
be a top of the table 
clash. 

The Seaweeds started 
well with a few early 
darts at the green and yel¬ 
low’s line, but it was the 
Bridgend side that put 
the first points on the 
board after winning the 
chase to touch down a 
kick from their outstand¬ 
ing fly half. 

Porthcawl immediate¬ 


ly rallied and scored a try 
for themselves, courtesy 
of Bevan Howells. 

The Ath scored next 
but the green and blacks 
countered again with a 
try from outside half, 
Brandon Cooper. 

The half time score 
was 10-14, with nothing 
to choose between the 
two well-drilled sides. 

Bridgend started the 
second half with obvious 
determination to stretch 
their lead and succeeded 
by scoring two fantastic 
tries from their new look 
backline. 

Porthcawl’s No.8, Jac 
Flanagan then stormed 
over the to pull the 
Seaweeds back to within 
a score of their oppo¬ 
nents. 


This only seemed to 
motivate the boys in 
green & yellow to stamp 
their authority on the 
game and so they did 
with a final breakaway 
try from their speedy 
right winger. 

The final score was 
Porthcawl 17 Bridgend 
Athletic 33, and this cer¬ 
tainly didn’t flatter the 
away side, who deserved 
their triumph. 

Porthcawl man of the 
match was Bevan 
Howells. 

Rest of Porthcawl 
squad: Ethan Waters, 
Louis Protheroe, Ben 
Collins, Anthony Burnell, 
Max Budding, Kurds 
Pridmore, Lloyd 

Mortimer, Tom Davies, 
Jac Maund, James 
Mayne, Joe Stradling, 
Dan Williams, Callum 
Morgan, Ben Roach and 
Harry Evans. IB 


BRIDGEND county 
swim squad are rid¬ 
ing high on success 
with 10 swimmers 
making Welsh 
squads. 

Swimmers in the 
squads are Helen 
Jenkins, Sara Lougher, 
Bethan Sloan, Katie 
Rees, Laura Ashton, Zoe 
Mountjoy, Sophie 
Evans, Billie-Jo Barrow, 
Rebecca Donnelly and 
Anna Morgan. 

Bridgend have also 
made the A final in the 
Premier arena league 
which will take place in 
Millfield on December 
8. In the final will be 
Plymouth Leander, 
Millfield, Cardiff, 
Taunton Deane, 


Bridgend county, 

Bournemouth, Swansea 
and Exeter City. 

Last month also saw 
five of our swimmers 
achieve selection for one 
of two Welsh teams 
competing at the annual 
ASA National County 
Championships in 
Sheffield. 

Bridgend swimmers, 
Matt Sullivan, Bethan 
Sloan, Chloe Laforges, 
Katie Rees and Sophie 
Evans were part of the 
west Wales team who 
beat off stiff competition 
to win the second divi¬ 
sion and gain promotion 
to the first division for 
2013. 

The club’s success has 
attracted interest from 
other swimmers, with 
athletes from Cardiff, 
Swansea, Aberdare and 
Llantrisant joining to 
swim at the Bridgend 
Performance Centre, 
training under the tal¬ 
ented and capable head 
coach Phil Melhuish. 

Tri-athletes Helen 
Jenkins and Vicky 
Holland, who both com¬ 
peted in the London 
Olympics, are also mem¬ 
bers of the Performance 
Centre. 


Disabled team 
looking 
for support 

FAMILY-run disabled football team 
Bridgend Disabled FC, are looking for a 
local company to sponsor the team to help 
with their quest to send their team to 
Spain next May so that they can play in 
the Catalan Cup followed by the Belgium 
International. 

Although we are running several fundraising 
events we need to raise £3,500 so that we can send a 
7-a-side team to these competitions. 

This Friday we are holding a charity night at the 
Wyndham Arms in Ogmore Vale, entry is by dona¬ 
tion. We have live music with Mr Fishy plus a raf¬ 
fle, so why not come along and support us. 


Bridgend chess 

BRIDGEND A defeated Pontypridd 
Barbarians 3-2 to go third with 19.5 
points in East Glamorgan’s Chess league 
Division 2, chasing Cardiff AJs who are 
second with 20.5 points and Barry 
Camelots who are first with 24.5 points. 

In division 4, Bridgend’s B team scored a good 
win over Cardiff Knights, winning by 3.5 to 1.5, giv¬ 
ing them 19.5 points from 6 games, closing the gap 
on the leaders Caeffatri, who are 7 points clear at the 
top with 26.5 from 7 games and Cardiff Knights who 
are in second place on 20.5 points from 7 games. 

For more information visit www.bridgendchess- 
club.com. 


KH 


MK 
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Local firm helps 
out at Rest Bay 


OVER the weekend of 
November 24/25, the Student 
Surf Tour rolled into 
Porthcawl for the first leg of 
the tour. 

Lifeguards from Rest Bay 
Lifeguard Club provided the event 
safety cover but were left with a prob¬ 
lem following the recent theft of their 
quad bike. 

Club captain Chris Page said: “We 
agreed to provide safety cover for this 
event some time ago, but the theft of 
our quad bike meant we had no way to 
get our rescue equipment onto the 
beach.” 

Luckily hire firm SHB 4x4 hire, 
who have a depot in Pyle, heard of our 
plight and offered to sponsor a vehicle 
for the event and hired it at a subsided 
rate. 

Given what the weather was like 
over the weekend, we really needed 


somewhere dry for lifeguards to patrol 
from and allowed us to keep all our 
rescue and first aid equipment at the 
water’s edge. 

Chris added: “We are very greatful 
to SHB 4x4 hire for assisting us with 
this. 

“Around 150 students attended the 
event with the contest held on Rest 
Bay. Although the surf wasn’t particu¬ 
larly big it was clean, which was per¬ 
fect for the competition.” 

Despite the weather the event 
showed off Rest Bay as a top surfing 
destination to students from across the 
UK with some travelling from as far 
away as Hull. 

To donate to the Rest Bay Lifeguard 
appeal to replace their stolen quad 
bike, please visit http://www.virgin 
moneygiving.com/ and search for Rest 
Bay 

CP 


Tia lands gold at the 
world championships 


TIA Lewis (age 12) 
from Bridgend 
Junior Warriors 
kickboxing club 
fought her way 
through the ICO 
(International 
Combat 
Organisation) qual¬ 
ifiers earlier this 
year to secure a 
place at the ICO 
world champi¬ 
onships held in 
Paris last week. 

Tia along with other 
members of the WKU 
(Welsh Kickboxing 
Union) travelled to Paris 
as part of the Welsh team 
after attending a special 
training and medical ses¬ 
sion. 

Over 1,000 fighters 
competed at the world 
championships with 
fighters arriving from all 
over Europe, Russia, 
USA and India. Tia bat¬ 
tled her way through the 
under 35kg, girls contin¬ 
uous and points cate¬ 
gories to beat opponents 
from France, Scotland 
and Wales and take gold 
for Wales. 



Tia Lewis age 12 and Master Jeff Copp from 
Bridgend Warriors. 

After the champi¬ 
onships Tia, a year 7 
pupil at Coleg 
Cymunedol Y 

Dderwenwas, was able 
to relax and enjoy a bit 
of sightseeing with the 
rest of the team. "I really 
liked climbing to the top 
of the Eiffel Tower," she 
said. 


Tia who has been 
training with Claire 
Vicker and Jeff Copp at 
Bridgend Warriors for 
four years has competed 
in and won many region¬ 
al and national titles. 

This is the second 
year running that Tia has 


Bridge news 


THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
events are: 

Wednesday, 
November 21: first 
Andrew Scott and 
Liam Sheridan, sec¬ 
ond Ray Smith and 
John Evans, third 
Julian Pottage and 
Robert Charlesworth. 

Friday, November 
23: first Mary Moore 
and John Beard, sec¬ 
ond Norma and 
David Newman, third 
Colin and Hazel 
Heard. 

In addition to the 
regular club nights on 
Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 7pm at 
Nolton Church Hall, 
to which all bridge 
players are welcome, 
there are lessons for 
people wanting to 
learn with Graham 


Jones on Fridays at 
7pm - to register an 
interest please contact 
Graham Jones on 
01446 775952, Steve 
Burgoyne on 01656 
661968 or David 
Newman on 01656 
649138. 

Afternoon lessons 
on Thursdays, also at 
Nolton Church Hall, 
at 2pm with John and 
Christine Evans, 
whose lessons are for 
both beginners and 
also those who have 
played some bridge 
and would like to 
improve their bidding 
and card play. 

For further details 
and to register an 
interest please contact 
John on 01656 
880372. 

DN 


won both gold in points 
and continuous competi¬ 
tion at the world cham¬ 
pionships which last 
year were held in 
Holland. In 2010 Tia 
also took the world 
champion title in her cat¬ 
egory for points fighting 
in Alexandropolis, 
Greece. 

Tia has gained mas¬ 
sive support within the 
Brackla and Coity com¬ 
munity who sponsor her. 
Their continued support 
has provided the finan¬ 
cial support to ensure 
that Tia has been able to 
acheive her potential at 
these competitions. 

Special thanks to 
Steve and Diane, Sam 
Members Club and Once 
Upon a Playtime. 

TA 


CALLING 

ALL CLUB 
OFFICIALS! 


The GEM 
are looking 
for your 
news, 

reports and 
other items 
of interest - 
let the 
people know 
what is 
going on by 
emailing us: 
gemeditorial 
@tind\enews 
.co.uk 
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CCTV Sysems 
Supplied 
L- and Fitted ^ 


Sonos wi-fi m 
sound system installed. 
Visit our website 
for more details 
or call to arrange 
a free demo’ V 


New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 
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CALL 
PAUL WILLIAMS 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


3 for 2] 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
a Blinds 

• Shutters 

| ‘Awnings 1 SOlar 
•Canopies bfmds 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 


le i 


01446 11A 484 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 





BLIND SALE! + 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.u 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE * 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

-r- Poor Reception Fixed 
—•— • OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 
Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 



• Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 


Are you planning Property 
Maintenance for 2012? 

• General Repairs & Building Work 

• Kitchen & Bathroom Installation 

• Plumbing 'Tiling • Carpentry • Guttering 

• Burst pipe cal lout from £40 



No job 
Too Small! 


Phone: 01656 665101 Mobile: 07927 652 620 

Email: nial@fernpropertydevelopment.com 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 





D.P. 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 




MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

S 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOURDAMP PROBLEMS 


GUTTER CLEANING 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 




MILLENNIUM 
BLINDS WALES 


GRAB I 

PLA NT H IRE LTD 

• New Build • Extensions 

'(iVAi’lXitvwT * Driveways * Tarmac 

‘fltTTWWSlMfin!! • Drop Kerbs 
WIIHiMliHUf ---_ 



01446 700535 




01446 741460 
07830 480569 


WINTER SPECIAL OFFERS 

Wood Venetian Blinds - Buy 2 get 1 FREE 


20% OFF all other Blinds 

Serving Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan 
Fast, Friendly Service 

02920 621111 

Showroom at: 70 Merthyr Road, Whitchurch, Cardiff. 




www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


ALPHA HOME CLEANING SERVICE 

• Professional Carpet Cleaning 

• Leather Suites Cleaned and Treated 

A good, reliable, prompt service, giving 
the highest standards possible. 

Special rates for senior citizens. 

01656 788901 or 07986 450609 


VALE BLINDStWalesILtd, 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


B 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


The GEM 01446 774 484 
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C/ear$ot$A 

(hinincyJt&Tfr , 1 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


leme@ 
guildofmastersweeps 


Excel Sweep? Kw* 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 



C/ 


Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ (Domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering CommerciaC 

01446 771137 & Quotation 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrammondl37@gmail.com 


Unyjjsjji/y ©©craa©©© 
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Services 


Quality installation 
of Kitchen and ^ 
Bedroom fittings 
“Local reliable staff’- 

Call Paul now for 
a free quotation 

07568 159619 

prservices2012@hotmail.co.uk 


ARK 

CARPENTRY 

Specialising in all 
aspects of carpentry 
and joinery. 
Kitchens/Doors/Floors/ 
Roofs/Maintenance/ 
Stairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Karl 07928 381 688 
01446 795 674 



W Hits wood 

B GRIFFITHS 

VS# ■ we're 

|IK CARPENTRY 

CARPENTRY Vejt Y 9°°^ 

All Aspects of Carpentry Work Undertaken - Internal and External 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 

Call Rhys 01446 790384 or 07803 696451 

Tiling •Maintenance* Patios 

| www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 

Call Peter 07749 617322 


l r f7TiIi o Ift i* 




STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VALE CARPETS 


t/uzt corner to you, 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


The GEF 01446 774 484 
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HEATH 

WINDOWS St DDPRS 

come, a.% ffihnJuhdf 
T: 02920 650854 
M: 07703 828 002 

www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


AUTUMN - WINTER 

OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, 

Reliable Service 


FREE BACK 
DOOR 

when you buy 1 x 
front door ana 3 or 
more windows 


/RE*FIT 

(Established Family Business) 

& 


Specialists M Locksmiths | 


Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 






Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

• Misted Units inc. 

Bevels & Stains Bridi 

• Broken Handles/ 

Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired and Upgraded 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith 


www.bridgendwindows.com 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



t he <-ed 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 



* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 




GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vww.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

Domestic 
I I Installer 

l_J Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 

ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


MORE 

GARDEN 

SERVICES 

NEXT PAGE 
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Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 




STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
AAAI NTE NANCE 


• PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

•QUALITY WORK 

• COMPETITIVE RATES 
•NO JOB TOO SMALL 

• FREE QUOTATIONS 


07791 752532 


Brian fittky 

DECORATORS 
Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 
rhoose 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 


S.M. Vaughan 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES m 

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK M | H= EIB 

UNDERTAKEN I Approved Contracto 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, iy Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
■Z? Bridgend 659354 ^ 07974 120082 



Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 


01446 771655 
07885 347642 


-r 


Approved Contractor 


MrHJillrW 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

\ JT I Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 


info @ gardenandlandscaneservices.co.uk 


INSTALL 


“1 

stic 


ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Dome 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL 
ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES 
& BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY 
AVAILABLE 

01446 733773 
07816 091425 ^ 


NAP1T 


@ac?(d©K> §©^3H 



4 imi| ili'ir harden Sen 

‘ FfMCNG * DfJCKIHG * TREES FRIED. HEDGES 
AMP UD»K**WMA5, PATHS AND 1*1101 

Irlc|iK4ir»i : 61444. 4I942K 
or 07705 611753 
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HAWKINS 

KITCHEN RENOVATIONS 




Carpentry - Tiling - Plumbing - Decorating 
Multi Coloured LED Lighting 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

Complete Bespoke Kitchen Refurbishment 

Transform your Kitchen 
before Christmas 

Call Paul on 01446 713813 
or 07701 011158 

< ^fflEiI3EEE i 3a!B3& » 
JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
* ^ & Tiling 


Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


Advertise your 
business in 

The GEM 

01446 

774484 
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Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 


01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


4s 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

S?”™ 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 99424hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

Annual Boiler Service only £40^4 

I For all your plumbing and heating requirements^fijj 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


'DCPlumiwiij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

CjIDm w 

0*444 *1Jt7l 

orrt it* *»#• 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982" 
or 01446 753503 



01446 

794266 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 




» Established 1987 

CfT 

| ROOFING 

Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 



35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers TS 


) P EDWARDS 


F>1 UMBING * 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01444 790127 07719 AOSS26 

NIM 411 MUM IMM>» 




PLASTERERS !xLU PLASTERIM6 

Cowbridge & Vale 


Damp, Internal 
& External Work 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


Free Quotes 
01446 734264 
or 07870 519757 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


r Lewis & Lewis ' 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed 

Tel: 01446 771398 
Mob: 07966 265912 
\ 07846 255457 197228' 



Flat Roof Specialists 
life expectancy 50 years + 

Slates & Tiled Roofs 

Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

Domestic & Commercial 

% 

All Work Guaranteed 

■r 

| Over 30 Years Experience 
Free No Obligation Survey 
Discounts given to OAP’s 


INST/I 

S KIP HIRE 

i Mini, Midi & Large 
|V Builders Skips 

| 1 Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 

OKS 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 




Your local Skip Hire Co. 
for Barry & The Vale 



(&> 0 dk ft 


01446 775145 / 07974 953414 

www.cfrroofing.co.uk 




01446 404838 

Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


TheCED 01446 774 484 


80% of Waste Recycled 

REC 


Saturday 
Jam - 1pm 

YCLE RE-USE 

Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

Mixed Was 

2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) £200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 
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Driving School Ltd 

• Learn from 14 years of age upwards 


Gift Vouchers now available by 
phone or via our website 


0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


DRIVING SCHOOL 


GIFT 

VOUCHERS 

AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


' QQQdO & 


Bill Foulds , 

Tiling Specialist - j | . 

Ceramic/Porcelain & 

Natural Stone Tiling 
Decorating & Finishing Touches 


Tel: 01446 771105 Mob: 07736 391937 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists ; d 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk ™ 


Big Bag Logs 

Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 

Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01443 237439 
Mobile 07815 861864 


DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


laWUil minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

hi kin minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


mum minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


WANTED ALL CARS 

Saloons, Hatch, Sports, 4x4, MPV, 
Prestige, Vans, Classic Cars, Etc. 

With or without MoT/Tax. 
Instant Decisions - Instant Cash. 

01446 794866 - 07570 931487 




TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


CASE TRACTOR 
& MACHINERY 
SALESMAN 
REQUIRED 


2ntv f 

Engineering has delivered consistent growth 
" i tne 


AM 

tHCmttmtHC 


e sales of new & used tractors and 
machinery. In 2011 they became the main 
Case IH dealers for South and West Wales 
and have dominated the market with new 
Case IH tractors. 

To build on the existinq team they require a 
salesman to sell in the area of South Wales. 
Professionalism, confidence and the drive to 
deliver results will be a necessity. 

The successful candidate should have the 
ability to demonstrate modern agricultural 
equipment and an understanding of our 
customers' requirements. 

A high salary is available for the right 
candidate and a new company vehicle is 
supplied. 

For further information this role, please 
telephone Mark on 07831 332232/ 
01994 231144. Or apply in writing to: 

A & M Engineering, Blewgyd, St. Clears, 
Carmarthen, SA33 4LX 




QUINN 

Dawn 


Dawn of Redbrink Crescent, Barry Island passed 
peacefully at home on 26th November with her loving 
family around her. Dearly loved wife of Pat, adored 
mum of Janice, Lynda and Andria, step-mum of Debra 
and Rachel, and much loved Nan to all her grandchildren. 
Resting at A G Adams and Son Funeral Home, Gladstone 
Road, Barry until her service and committal at The Cardiff 
and Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry on Thursday, 6th 
December at 2.15pm. Family flowers only please, 
donations in lieu to Marie Curie Cancer Care Holme 
Tower, Bridgeman Road, Penarth, CF64 3YR. 

“Where would we all be without you Babe, 
we all love you loads". 


SALVAGE 

William (Bill) 

Formerly of Llandow, Cowbridge. 

After a short illness in New Zealand, he sadly passed away 
with his family around him. 

Devoted father of Andrea and father-in-law to Chris. 
Grandad to Jackson, Mitchell and Tayla. Dear nephew of Beti. 
Very sadly missed by all 


Pat 

Trudgian 

Missed every second 
of every day. 

Loved always, 
John, Jeremy, 
Jonathan, Jenny 
and all the family. 

xxx 




BOND 

David John 


tarry i 
town Centre 

Rooms available 
in shared house. 

No DSS 
£75 per week 

Tel: 07836 569969 


Suddenly on 20th November 2012, David John Bond sadly 
passed away. Much loved son of the late Statia Bond, 
loving father to Debbie and Gary and grandfather to 
his grandchildren 

Funeral Service at Coychurch Crematorium on Friday, 7th 
December 2012 at 11.30am. 




FREE 

ANIMAL 

BEDDING 

SHREDDED WOOD FOR 
COWS, HORSES ETC. 

Telephone: 
01446 794885 



c ~$png ratulations 

Stephanie & 
Michael Gray 

on your marriage 
8th September, 2012 
Love, Mum 
xxx 


CHITTY 

Dorothy 

Peacefully on November 27th at UHW, Cardiff. 
Dorothy, beloved wife of the late Norman and cherished 
mum of Roger and the late Barbara. A loving nan to all 
her grandchildren. 

Dorothy is resting in the private chapel of The Vale Funeral 
Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until her service at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Memorial Park, Port Road East, Barry on 
Wednesday 5th December at 2.15pm. Flowers may be sent 
to the Funeral Home. 

Funeral arrangements entrusted to Lyndsay Ell i s 01446 407962. 


Spacious 
" modernised 
' 3 Bed End Terrace ^ 
House in 

Eglwys Brewis 

Available mid-December 
£570pcm 

Tel: 07757 757314 


Company 

requires 
2/3 or 4 Bed 
Property in 
Bridgend or Vale 
to rent. 

Call Jon on 
01656 330065 



The CSdBfl 

01446 774 484 

— 


Natalie Morris 


SUTT0NS Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 / 07971 648596 


Ford Fiesta 
1.2 Zetec 

Only 51,000 miles, long 
tax & MOT, reliable and 
economical. 

£795 ono 

07813 132919 


Ford Fiesta 
1300 Flight 

3-Dr, Y Reg, silver, 
66,000 miles, new MOT. 

£1,195 
07976 874741 



^December 2012 

Lots of love from 
Mum, Dad, Jonathan, 1 
Emma and the girls, xxx: 





SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 



SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CASH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


A3? I 

VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locallv UT^tMl for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


Little Island: proposed path improvements 
as part of the Wales Coast Path 

TTx ti a Vtosh part toaod 

*f ft ru rr»cr titM tul* atn*«] t*« of optnM 

n Way 20x2. The CuuftJ aw «%rw* o« Vim f -ircrovarw** utoor 

9m (04l«Q M iMkM 

Oil llu and ah ut JU k4*»J (Pitiffc Kj»iy «a haa a WU lu 

In outran uhuVokI % dawJ as a it* d Irrfxr Ut cm L« 

HWina Caraaavnlui iSlNCt I m out napmfcori to craaia a rm ajrtasad 
tn»du l*a Ma **1*3*1 btiij tfm fatal mvJ Ur fatxa ad oar part 
p#l *wf i J on m*i (tarn 
Tha ptsfnaad tm/ftrw {Aar* mm m toftcrm* 

Cmala a Ut ton tta «aai tala of fa tarmac prh ipati * 2 * on ita map 
liars'* 

ftpvTVT** vro»t 9 tcn mo -naartaw ijrl *1 tzt nca haaa 

te accaft a irtwaurtae* 

GnxmJ aryl aiNri J rrvarm a:h •;* Ml rrorrjn rf rtm 
Mstug lo armtle a 2 -5 fTwte rade pet'trf awn* *-W 

r*4if* tong 

R rmtne the Mc«* 

Transport ar>l re jwm c oroaftt* »tfe reyp *mi of 

rus area near fie r «*» part tout use hi and 
Creaw a gtaitort »** twr* 9 h Ml 10 9m nartour ;wr> 

*4X<t4 tnidy (urh 
A rnsy at hi para ir»d map rrm^ tn «aan Xaa of cfiarg* at tta Otxxa 
Offtca, Barry Dod> Barry CMJJ 4 IXt 4 irnq nomai at lea hotrm or at aw* 
talaclgfcarar^an pcriuultlastand Cofaaa of tia rf:rna»:n nay ba ta>;H 
torn tta Dock alraa ir. fa pn d C 4 5 C 
Pw Xnayrft any ccfTtnf m ty 27H* Cnwftf* 201? U 
PiClc fegftM Of Rif m. a ia aa 

ComtryiMi *h) Ca moaie 9r«iicH / 

Baad ttaa 2lti dry at Hwmrlmt 2012 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

Jason Paul Williams 

trading as 

J. Williams International 
of 17 Fforrd Ddu, Pyle, 
Bridgend, CF33 6JG 

is applying to change an 
existing licence as 
follows: 

To add an Operating 
Centre to keep 4 vehicles 
and 3 trailers at 
Unit 37, Sturmi Way, 
Village Farm 
Industrial Estate, Pyle, 
Bridgend, CF36 6BZ 
Owners or occupiers of 
land, (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) 
who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, should 
make written 

representations to the 

Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehill Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of 
this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send 
a copy of their 
representations to the 

applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. 

A guide to making represen¬ 
tations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
Office. 
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W A Brown \ Son 


Fun Of ill Direct of & 


Cortaclftb* 24 t»aur» * d* f 7 d«y» atm* 
♦ Furmr* (r»~ti«yrwi«tf 


PcmOrokc Mouse. 

College Street, LI on twit Major 
01446 792 489 V 


Established 100 years and trusted for 4 generations 

24 Hour Personal Assistance 

Providing a dignified service at your time of need 


© 


Mel&Ron Watkins 

Indepedent Family Funeral Directors 
Agents for Golden Charter Prepaid Funeral plans 


Tel: 01656 860545 

contact@melandronwatkinsfuneralservices.co.uk 

www.melandronwatkinsfuneralservices.co.uk 




Panasonic 37” 
Internet Smart TV 

Full HD, 4 HDMI, 2 
USB, 1 Scart, SD Card, 
Dolby Digital, 4 year 
warranty remaining, can 
be seen working £350. 

Tel: 01446 794510 


Ikea Child’s 
Pine Bed 

With mattress - suit¬ 
able up to age 10. 
As new £50. 

Tel 02920 
708793 


Stairlift 

Never been sat on. 

£500 

New Bed & 
Mattress 

New £50 

Tel 01656 89048^ 


Consolette 

Piano 

Upright, suits small 
room. L 47in, H 36in. 
Ideal for beginner, 
excellent condition 

£175 ono 
Tel 01446 790538 


Large Size 
Barbour 
Stockman 
Coat 

As new £80. 
Tel: 01446 775178 


Mahogany Hall 
Table by McNally 

2 drawers, lower 
shelf, 107L x 42W x 
74H cm. 

As new £80. 

Tel: 01446 760741 

47/48 


Padded 

Headboard 

for double bed, peach 
colour, as new. 

Also matching bedroom 
chair £30. 

Tel: 01446 408462 

47/48 


3 Seater 
Brown Leather 
Settee 

Excellent condition 

£ 100 . 

Tel: 01446 794268 


Raleigh Elan 
14 Speed 
Racing Bike 

£75. 

Tel: 01446 774607 


Two Matching 
Pairs of Curtains 

With pelmets, one pair 
7ft6in wide x 7ft3in 
drop, one pair 9ft6in 
wide x 5ft6in drop. 
Excellent condition & 
quality. £140. 

Tel: 01446 774607 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


Become top 
sports coach 
of the future! 


THE Vale Council’s 
sports and play 
development team 
are looking for tal¬ 
ented teenagers who 
are interested in 
sports coaching - to 


olds (born between 
September 1, 1995 and 
September 1, 1996) in 
the Vale. The key for all 
applicants is a passion 
for sport, as Ben 
Williams, the Vale 
Council’s active young 


join an exciting new p e0 pi e co-ordinator, said: 


pro¬ 


training 
gramme. 

The ‘Coaches of the 


“Research has found 
that between the ages of 
16 and 18 is a peak time 
Future’ programme will for attracting people into 
give young peopie plenty coaching? and we hope 
of first-hand experience, ^ this 

new programme 

with guidance and men- .... , • 

taring from some of the will give young people in 
best local sports coaches the Vale a unique oppor 
to help them make their tunity to kick-start their 
first steps into sports coaching CVs and gain 
coaching and leadership, personal skills and expe- 
The programme will rience that they will 
start with a four-day hopefully put to good use 
course during February in the future.” 

2013 (half-term week), J \ n application form 
and over the months that for the .Coaches of the 

f° low “P t0 ^ ®" d , of Future’ programme can 
July 2013, candidates y b 


will have the chance to 
earn coaching qualifica- 


be downloaded online 
from: www. valeofglam- 


disabled tion evening is being held 
at the Vale Council’s 


tions in sports such as organ.gov.uk/sportsand- 
football, netball, athletics P la Y while an informa- 
and coaching 
performers. 

Applicants will also be Dock Office in Barry on 
given the opportunity to Thursday, November 29, 
put everything they have wit h sessions at 5.30pm 
learnt into practice by and 6.30pm for potential 
helping with the running candidates to find out 
of several school and 


more. 

The 


deadline for 


community sports festi¬ 
vals and events being . . _ . 1 

organised by the Vale applications is Friday, 
Council’s sports and play December 14. Further 


development team. 

Applications are open 
to any 16 and 17-year- 


information from Ben 
Williams on 01446 
704795. 


Barriers facing 
older people 


A S part of my 
new 

Engagement 
Roadshow, I have 
met with many 
older people from 
all over Wales to 
hear first- hand 
about what matters 
to them. 

An underlying theme 
is that older people don’t 
need huge things to 
make a difference. 

Often it’s just some¬ 
thing small to help to 
overcome “the thousand 
little barriers that get in 
the way” to quote an 
older person I met 
recently. 

It is with this in mind 
that I ask your readers 
for a little bit of help; I 
would like to hear from 
older people and older 
people’s networks about 
the barriers that impact 
upon them, their friends 
and their family mem¬ 
bers. 

These are the things 
that may appear small or 
minor and may not cost 
a lot of money to fix but 
if they were addressed 
they would have a real 
impact on many people’s 
lives. 

You may think ‘if 
only someone could sort 
that out it would make 
life so much better’; 
whether the barrier is 
large or small I would 
like to hear about it. 

We must also recog¬ 
nise and acknowledge 
the many examples of 
what works well, those 


innovative or good prac¬ 
tice ideas that help 
improve some aspect of 
everyday life. 

These are taking place 
all over Wales and need 
to be shared and cele¬ 
brated. 

Comments will be 
compiled in a report to 
be published early next 
year and I will be pick¬ 
ing up a selection of 
issues to take further 
action on. 

Please contact the 
Commission with any 
examples you have by e- 
mailing ask@ olderpeo- 
plewales.com or by 
phoning 08442 640670 
or visiting our website 
www.olderpeoplewales.c 
om. 

Sarah Rochira, 

Older People’s 
Commissioner for 
Wales. 


School hosts teachers 
for a sports forum 


9 


»V? 

.4 ■ 


Once upon 
a time in 
Penarth... 



Andy Bradshaw entertained children with his 
Hallowe’en story and specially-made puppet. 


THREE-time 
BAFTA winner 
Andy Bradshaw has 
written new chil¬ 
dren’s stories espe¬ 
cially for patrons of 
Hamptons in 

Penarth. 


time will now be a regu¬ 
lar event at the Penarth 
store. 

The next storytime is 
on Wednesday, 

December 5 at 4.30pm. 
Andy has written a new 
story for this event, with 
a Christmas theme about 


The first storytime a little boy and a snow- 
session took place man pj e ’ s a j so ma ki n g a 
gently at Hamptons new puppet that will help 

rilUC r CllCctn L^cilC. 

Following tea, 
children, along with their 
parents and grandparents. 


, to tell the story. 

6 The cost for children 
is £6, including tea, par- 

enjoyed a Hallowe’en ents can orc ^ er ^ rom t * ie 
story written by Andy re § ular menu - Booking 
■ " ' for the storytime session 

is essential; please call 


especially for the occa¬ 
sion. 

The feedback was Hamptons to check avail- 
tremendous and story- ability. 


Quiz team joy 


THIS year’s year-8 
team at St Richard 
Gwyti RC School 
are the Vale of 
Glamorgan winners 
of the ‘All-Wales 
school liaison core 
programme quiz’. 

Once again, the year- 
8s have been learning 
about substance misuse, 
social behaviour in the 
community, personal 


THANK YOU TO 
HOSPITAL STAFF 


I N these difficult 
times, we often 
hear of com¬ 
plaints regarding 
poor care in the 
NHS; However my 
experience is com¬ 
pletely different. 

I would like to 
express my appreciation 
and thanks for the excel¬ 
lent care and attention 
that my wife has 
received while she has 
been on St Barrucs Ward 
at Barry Hospital for the 


last 11 months. 

This care and atten¬ 
tion also applies to all 
the other residents on the 
ward. 

The staff carry out 
their duties with a smile, 
rarely moan and are 
always courteous. 

They are also very 
supportive to all rela¬ 
tives, myself included. 
Once again, my thanks 
to all the staff 
Malcolm Evans, 

Barry. 


safety, ages in law and 
health as part of their 
PSE lessons. 

The competition also 
challenges their obser¬ 
vation skills with a video 
clip followed by ques¬ 
tions. They are hoping to 
follow in the footsteps of 
last year’s team who 
became the national 
champions. 

They have more hard 
work ahead as the local 
round was a close com¬ 
petition going to a dou¬ 
ble tie-break with 
Westboume School. 
Fortunately, the team 
knew all about the recent 
local elections for Police 
Commissioners - but so 
did the pupils from 
Westboume! 

The next challenge 
was to name five capital 
cities for Bulgaria, Iraq, 
Canada, Norway and 
Greece. St Richard 
Gwyn scored four, while 
Westboume only knew 
one answer. 

The next round is the 
regional round where we 
will compete to represent 
south Wales. Well done 
and good luck, boys! 


PALMERSTON School in Barry hosted 
an exchange with teachers, from Malta, 
Czech Republic, Poland, Spain and 
Denmark, to focus on different ways sport 
is taught. 

They were welcomed at an official visit 
to the Senedd by Vale AM Jane Hutt, pic¬ 
tured (above) with Palmerston School and 
the exchange team. 


Cadoxton pupils 
raise £300 for 
needy children 


ON Friday, 
November 16, 
Cadoxton Primary 
School fundraised 
for Children in 
Need - encouraged 
to bring in £1 to 
wear pyjamas or 
non-uniform. 

We did fun sports 
activities to celebrate us 
getting the Active Marc 
PE award. 

We also sold wrist¬ 
bands for a little girl 
called Niamh, who has 
cerebral palsy and 
needs an operation in 
New York so she can 
walk again (as featured 
in The GEM). 

We played badminton, 
football, Just Dance (A 


Nintendo Wii game 
where you can dance), 
five-a-day TV - an 
online website with dif¬ 
ferent dances and activi¬ 
ties to do in five minutes 
and large board games 
where we are the pieces, 
and circuit training dur¬ 
ing the day. 

We raised £290 for 
Children in Need. We 
loved Friday, and we 
hope that the money we 
raised will change the 
lives of children all 
across the country. 

We also made a video 
about the day, which is 
on the website: 
www. cadoxtonprimary. c 
om. 

Tegan (11) 
School journalist 



Jane Hutt AM with the Friends and 
Neighbours Volunteer team at Age Concern. 

Friends and 
Neighbours 9 
Christmas fair 

THE Friends and Neighbours’ Christmas fair 
at the Age Concern Senior Health Shop on 
Holton Road, last week was opened by Vale 
AM Jane Hutt. 

She reported: “Led by volunteer Gaye Fifield, the 
Christmas fair was well provided, with wonderful 
cakes, scones and mince pies as well as a tombola 
and raffle. The fair raised funds for the Friends and 
Neighbours group that provides support and com¬ 
panionship for older people throughout the year.” 


Did you know you can 
follow The GEM on Twitter? 
Find us @gem_news and 
keep up-to-date with what’s 
going on in your area 
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SOUTH WALES REGIONAL SCHOOLS’ 
CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 


THERE were 
mixed fortunes for 
the Vale schools 
and pupils at the 
15th South Wales 
Regional schools’ 
cross-country 
championships. 

Held on different 
afternoons at the same 
venue, Trelai Park in 
Cardiff, the champi¬ 
onships are open to full¬ 
time pupils and students 
from schools and col¬ 
leges in an area which 
includes the former 
counties of Mid and 
South Glamorgan. They 
attracted a combined 
declaration of 1,000 
entries. 

The three boys’ races, 
at under-15 (years 9 and 
10), under-13 (years 7 
and 8) and senior (year 
11 and sixth form), were 
held in bright, sunny 
weather but over a 
course still very spongy 
after heavy rain. 

The opening race, for 
under-15s, was dominat¬ 
ed by pupils from 
Cardiff and old Mid 
Glamorgan. The highest 
placed Vale finisher was 
year-10 John Wardle 
(Barry Comprehensive), 
who finished 14th in a 
field of 185. 

In the under-13 race, 
there were even more 
finishers, 262. In a race 
won by Benji Edwards 
(Brynteg), year-7 Rhys 
Jones was the first Vale 
finisher, in fourth place, 
while three other pupils 
- Samuelle Williams 
(Westbourne, year-8, 
12th), Antonio Peacock 
(Stanwell, year-8, 17th) 
and year-7 Sion Spence 
(Barry Comprehensive, 
20th) - gained places in 
the top 20. 

Only 68 boys toed the 
starting line for the sen¬ 
ior race, an event in 
which the first nine fin¬ 
ishers have all represent¬ 
ed Welsh Schools in 
international competi¬ 
tions. It is always hugely 
encouraging to have 
quality year-13 pupils 
taking part, and four of 
them finished in the top 
six. 

Year-13 Matthew 
Edwards was the first 
Vale finisher, taking the 
third place medal, with 
year-11 Dafydd George 
(Bro Morgannwg) in 
ninth place and Ieuan 
Jones (Stanwell, year-12, 
13th) and Elliot Clissold 
(Barry Comp, year-13, 
18th) also featuring in 
the top 20. 

Sadly, none of the 
Vale boys’ teams gained 
medals. 

The three girls’ races 
were held after very 
heavy overnight rain. 
Although the afternoon 
was dry and cloudy, the 
wind, unusually, came 
from the east. 

The opening race - 
for the senior girls - was 
dominated by year-11 
Ellie Atkinson. Last 
year, when she was in 
year-10, the Llantwit 
pupil finished only third 
in the under-15 race. 

In the last year, Ellie 
has made a huge 
improvement and, before 
this race, she had been 
unbeaten over the coun¬ 



try 

this season in three 
races. 

Make that four now 
because, on her debut in 
the senior section, the 
year-11 finished clear of 
her Cardiff and the Vale 
of Glamorgan team-mate 
Kate Seary (Whitchurch) 
to claim her first win at 
this fixture. 

At 54, the number of 
senior finishers seems 
small, but it is roughly 
20 more than the usual 
number. 

Behind Ellie, her 
Llantwit year-11 school¬ 
mate, Erin Hayes (sixth), 
was the next Vale finish¬ 
er, while year-13 Fiona 
Bray (eighth) was the 
spearhead for a 
Cowbridge squad - 
Nikita John (year-13, 
15th) and the year-11 
duo of Izzy Eddy- 
Williams (20th) and 
Annabel Curie (21st) 
were the other three 
scorers - which retained 
the team title for a third 
consecutive year. Kate 
Coker (Stanwell, year- 
11, 13th) also claimed a 
top 20 place. 

As with the boys, the 
first Vale finisher in the 
under-13 girls’ race was 
a year-7 pupil. Jessica 
Wadey (Cowbridge) has 
shown good form in the 
local Cardiff and the 
Vale schools’ leagues, 
but she upped her per¬ 
formance over a tough 
course to take third place 
behind the winner, 
another year-7, Lucy 
Dennis (Porthcawl), and 
experienced year-8 Holli 
Jehu (Cyfarthfa). 

There was another 
huge field in this race, 
with 252 girls finishing. 
Four more Vale pupils 
claimed top 20 places, 
two year-7s - Taia Jones 
(Stanwell, 14th) and 
Alisha Hayes (Llantwit, 
16th) - and the Llantwit 
year-8 duo of Rachel 
Reilly (19th) and 
Hannah Jones (20th). 

With three finishers in 
20, it was no surprise 
that Llantwit finished in 
the team medals. Their 
points score of 80 placed 
them second to Cwm 
Rhymni (66) in the A 
teams’ section with 
Cowbridge in third spot 
(86), and claiming the 
medals for the first B 
team as well. 

Seren Allin, winner of 
the under-13 race last 
year, had a comfortable 
win on her debut in the 
under-15 section, finish¬ 
ing clear of Bethan 
Evans (Y Pant), who 
was also second in the 
under-13s in 2011. 


The number of finish¬ 
ers - 122 - was disap¬ 
pointing compared to the 
equivalent boys’ race, 
but the standard at the 
front end was encourag¬ 
ing. 

Five other Vale girls 
achieved a top 20 finish, 
including four from 
Cowbridge - year-10 
pupils Cerys Bradshaw 
(eighth) Nadine James 
(ninth) and Millie Green 
(14th) plus year-9 
Genevieve Kirk (19th) - 
and Y sobelle Williams 
(Westbourne, 12th). 

The Cowbridge points 
score of 32 was a record 
low in this section over 
the 15 years, and, for 
good measure, the 
school also retained its B 
team title. 

Performances at this 
fixture will help the 
south Wales region to 
select its teams of 15 
runners at under-13, 
under-15, under-17 and 
under-20 to compete at 
the 14th Welsh Inter 
Regional cross-country 
championships, which 
will be held on the 
Royal Welsh 
Showground at Builth 
Wells on Saturday, 
December 8. 

The cross-country 
season is a long one. 
Most of the important 
fixtures are held after 
Christmas, including the 
SIAB Schools cross¬ 
country international and 
the Home Countries 
International, which will 
both be staged at 
Llandeilo, 

Carmarthenshire, on 
Saturday, March 23. 

Welsh Schools has 
also been invited to field 
teams at the Virgin 
Money Giving Mini 
London Marathon on 
Sunday, April 21. Given 
that long season, young 
athletes need to pace 
their training and racing 
programmes to ensure 
that they are still in top 
form in March and April 
of 2013. 

RESULTS: 
Senior boys - 5260m - 
3 big laps - years 11-14 
- 68 finishers 

3 Matthew Edwards 
(Barry) 18:07; 9 Dafydd 
George (Bro M) 19:03; 
13 Ieuan Jones (Stan) 
20:15; 18 Elliot Clissold 
(Barry) 20:43; 22 Elliot 
Richards (Stan) 21:01; 

23 Will Parker (Lwt) 
21:04; 25 Ben Owen 
(Lwt) 21:18; 27 Gareth 
Hurman (Barry) 21:23; 
32 Tom Morgan-Wood 
(Cow) 21:47; 52 Alex 
Huntley (Stan) 23:04; 63 
Tomos Havard (St 
Cyres) 24:25 


No teams from Vale 
schools competed. 

Under-15 boys - 
4370m - 2 small + 1 big 
lap - years 9 & 10 - 185 
finishers 

14 John Wardle 
(Barry) 17:19; 17 David 
Flanigan (Stan) 17:27; 

27 Cameron Gibbon 
(Barry) 17:52; 30 Scott 
McMillan (Lwt) 18:07; 
47 Spencer Robinson 
(Stan) 18:40; 51 Ben 
Morgan-B ro wnhill 
(Barry) 18:53; 55 
Matthew Dawson (Stan) 
19:01; 63 Zac Dyer 
(Stan) 19:13; 64 James 
Hilditch (Lwt) 19:20; 70 
Ben McCullagh (Stan) 
19:42; 75 Alex Love 
(Cow) 19:55; 77 Josh 
Peterson (Cow) 20:00; 

90 Richard Dangerfield 
(Lwt) 20:22; 91 Patrick 
Hughes (Lwt) 20:24; 98 
Jack Bligh (Lwt) Nt; 109 
Lewis Gibbon (Barry) 

Nt; 124 Rhys Knight 
(Stan) Nt; 144 Will 
Brown (Stan) Nt; 145 
Rhys Fford (Stan) Nt; 

152 Alex Parry (Lwt) 
23:08; 161 Todd 
Oldfield (Lwt) 23:56; 

167 Dewi Bennett (Cow) 
24:40 

A Teams 

7 Stanwell 182; 9 
Barry Comprehensive 
201; 12 Llantwit Major 
275 

Under-13 boys - 

3050m - 1 small + 1 big 
lap - years 7 & 8 - 262 
finishers 

4 Rhys Jones (Stan) 
12:19; 12 Samuelle 
Williams (Westbourne) 
12:53; 17 Antonio 
Peacock (Stan) 12:59; 20 
Sion Spence (Barry); 34 
Moses Gee (Cow); 36 
Rowan Allin (Cow); 37 
Logan Roach (Cow); 49 
Harry Carter (Barry) 
13:41; 50 Rhys 
Bradshaw (Cow); 55 
Alex Brookes (Cow); 57 
Tom Wright (Cow); 62 
Liam Murphy (Cow); 68 
Joseph Hewings (Barry); 
69 Angus Mitchell 
(Lwt); 73 Ben Boyd 
(Lwt); 74 Callum 
Bellamy (Barry); 78 
Sam Green (Cow); 82 
Callum Stone (St Cyres); 
84 Josh Wakefield 
(Barry); 100 Will Hall 
(Stan) 14:17; 109 Luke 
B image (Lwt); 113 
Dafydd Sedgewick 
(Cow); 115 Jack Such 
(Barry) 14:26; 118 Sam 
Corkhill (Cow); 121 
James Dawson (Stan); 
129 Dylan Chattoe 
(Lwt); 142 Joseph 
Donovan (Stan); 143 
Lewis Donovan (Stan); 
151 Ed Lewis (Cow); 

181 Callum Chattoe 
(Lwt); 193 Jack 
Richards (Lwt) 15:43; 


John Wardle. 


197 Oliver White 
(Barry); 203 Jack Parry 
(Cow); 222 Owain 
Thomas (Stan); 234 Max 
Greve (Lwt); 236 Tom 
Atkinson (Stan); 253 
Kyle Davies (Lwt); 254 
Owain Harvard (St 
Cyres) 18:38; 257 
Mason Richardson 
(Lwt); 260 Nathan 
Evans (Lwt); 262 
Callum Mclnness (Lwt) 
22:45 

A Teams 

5 Cowbridge 157; 9 
Barry Comprehensive 
211; 11 Stanwell 242; 18 
Llantwit Major 380 

B Teams 

3 Cowbridge B 252; 

12 Cowbridge C 585; 19 
Stanwell B 743; 22 
Llantwit Major B 787; 

28 Llantwit Major C 
1032 

Senior Girls - 4370m 
- 2 small + 1 big laps - 
Years 11-14-54 finish¬ 
ers 

1 Ellie Atkinson (Lwt) 
16:36; 6 Erin Hayes 
(Lwt) 18:21; 8 Fiona 
Bray (Cow) 19:10; 13 
Kate Coker (Stan) 20:19; 
15 Nikita John (Cow) 
20:29; 20 Izzy Eddy- 
Williams (Cow) 21:28; 

21 Annabel Curie (Cow) 
21:32; 26 Kathryn 
Gardner (Bryn H) 22:09; 

29 Lauren Blake 
(StRichG) 22:23; 36 
Natasha Johnston (Cow) 
24:06; 43 Susie Collins 
(Stan) 25:50 

A Teams 

1 Cowbridge 64 

U15 Girls-3630m- 
2 big laps - Years 9 & 
10-122 finishers 

1 Seren Allin (Cow) 
14:15; 8 Cerys 
Bradshaw (Cow) 15:09; 

9 Nadine James (Cow) 
15:15; 12 Ysobelle 
Williams (Westbourne) 
15:43; 14 Millie Green 
(Cow) 15:55; 19 
Genevieve Kirk (Cow) 
16:34; 24 Rebecca 
Thomas (Cow) 17:04; 25 
Ela Emyr (Cow) 17:06; 
26 Jemma Viney (Cow) 
17:11; 34 Belinda 
Wallace (Bro M) 17:48; 
36 Nia Attwell (Bro M) 
17:54; 43 Libby Jervis 
(Cow); 46 Alice Tudor 
(Cow); 47 Tesni Sewell 
(Bro M); 53 Charlie 
Robinson (Bro M); 61 
Ella Jones (Cow); 76 
Tamara Pitt (Lwt); 77 
Ana Mirza-Davies 
(Stan); 92 Sally 
Gambling (Cow) 21:21; 
95 Carie Clarkson 
(Stan); 99 Daisy 
Williams (Stan); 108 


Lucy Margus (Bryn H) 
23:36; 122 Donna 
O’Hare (StRichG) 26:00 

A Teams 

1 Cowbridge 32; 7 
YG Bro Morgannwg 170 

B Teams 

1 Cowbridge B 94; 4 
Cowbridge C 242 

Under-13 girls - 
3050m - 1 small + 1 big 
lap - years 7 & 8 - 252 
finishers 

3 Jessica Wadey 
(Cow) 12:56; 14 Taia 
Jones (Stan) 13:57; 16 
Alisha Hayes (Lwt) 
14:06; 19 Rachel Reilly 
(Lwt) 14:22; 20 Hannah 
Jones (Lwt) 14:30; 22 
Sanat Emyr (Cow) 

14:34; 25 Emily Price 
(Lwt) 14:42; 28 Mali 
Howell (Cow) 14:47; 33 
Meriel Clode (Cow) 
15:00; 39 Sophie Oddy 
(Cow) 15:16; 40 Jordan 
Meek (Cow) 15:19; 47 
Emily Jenkins (Cow) 
15:27; 48 Aimee Jones 
(Cow) 15:28; 53 Lauren 
McGloughlin (Lwt); 54 
Ruby Davies (Lwt); 57 
Selina Radcliffe (Cow); 
60 Samantha Thomas 
(StRichG) 15:52; 66 
Lydia Millward (Stan) 
16:05; 67 Kate Brock 
(Bryn H); 70 Taylor 
Kreishan (Bryn H); 79 
Lowri Richards (Cow); 
86 Rachel Ansley 
(Cow); 90 Millie 
Wiggins (Lwt); 93 
Jasmine Emery (Cow); 
94 Lowri Morgan 
(Cow); 95 Annabel 
Hegarty (Cow); 107 
Connie Shahr (Stan); 

117 Megan Roberts 
(Cow); 124 Leah 
Mazzitelli (Lwt) 17:16; 
125 Olivia Ahmed 
(StRichG) 17:17; 130 
Bethan Williams 
(StRichG) 17:30; 131 
Macy Tierney (StRichG) 
17:31; 132 Jaya 
Williams (Lwt) 17:32; 
149 Jordan Gibbs 
(StRichG); 155 Katy 
Williams (Bryn H); 165 
Menna Hill (StRichG); 
168 Holly Trudgen 
(Lwt); 170 Olivia 
Tierney (StRichG); 174 
Mollie Hogg (Stan) 
18:36; 175 Megan 
Hopkins (Bryn H) 18:38; 
178 Chelsea Slack 
(StRichG) 18:41; 183 
Maisie McBride (Bryn 
H) 18:49; 192 Lucy 
Jones (Bryn H) 19:06; 
194 Keira Manley (Lwt) 
19:10; 195 Stephanie 
Knight (Stan) 19:12; 215 
Robyn Ashford (Lwt) 
20:22; 216 Emily 
Harries (Lwt) 20:24; 222 




Annabelle Curie (left). 
PICTURES BY IAN DIXON 


Kelli Poole (Stan) 21:00; 
226 Ffion Jackson 
(Stan); 228 Caitlin 
Vincent (StRichG) 

21:10; 229 Sara Buckton 
(Stan) 21:13; 235 Kate 
Buckton (Stan) 22:55; 
236 Jade Ashill 
(StRichG) 22:55; 237 
Darcey Corria (StRichG) 
23:00; 244 Morgan 
Pitcock (Bryn H); 245 
Morgan Stevens (Lwt); 
246 Shannon Davies 
(Lwt); 247 Vicky White 
(Lwt) 

A Teams 

2 Llantwit Major 80; 

3 Cowbridge 86; 15 
Stanwell 361; 19 St 
Richard Gwyn 446; 20 
Bryn Hafren 467 

B Teams 

1 Cowbridge B 174; 4 
Llantwit Major B 321; 

12 St Richard Gwyn B 
662; 22 Bryn Hafren B 
861; 23 Stanwell B 872; 
27 Llantwit Major D 
954. 

SIAB Schools’ 
Indoor Combined 
Events 

International, 
Glasgow - 
December 1 
FOLLOWING the 
recent Welsh Schools 
Invitation Indoor 
Combined Events 
championships at the 
National Indoor 
Athletics Centre at 
Cyncoed in Cardiff, 
two Vale pupils have 
been selected to repre¬ 
sent Welsh Schools at 
under-18 level (years 
11 and 12) at the SIAB 
Schools’ Indoor 
Combined Events 
International next 
Saturday, December 1. 

The event will be 
hosted by Scottish 
Schools at a new indoor 
centre at Hamden Park. 

The two Vale pupils 
are Barry 

Comprehensive year-12 
Matthew Collins and 
Annabel Curie 
(Cowbridge, year-11). 

The opposition will be 
the top combined events 
pupils from England, 
All-Ireland and 
Scotland, while at stake 
are medals for the top 
three individuals in each 
section plus, in the 
three-to-score team com¬ 
petitions, medals to the 
first three teams. 

The boys compete at 
60 metres hurdles, long 
jump, 200 metres, shot 
(5kg) and 800 metres, 
while the girls use the 



Seren Allin. 


4kg shot and have a high 
jump instead of 200 
metres. 

For Matthew, this will 
be his third and final 
appearance at the fix¬ 
ture. 

He made his debut in 
February 2011, in a fix¬ 
ture delayed because of 
the weather conditions in 
December 2010, and 
was a member of the 
Welsh under-16 team 
which were surprise 
team winners. 

Last year, he compet¬ 
ed for the under-18 
squad, finishing 12th 
with a personal best 
score of 3,082 points, 
and helping his team fin¬ 
ish second. 

Annabel is making 
her debut at the event, 
but represented Welsh 
Schools in the high jump 
event at the 2012 SIAB 
Schools under-17 inter¬ 
national at Ashford last 
July - and competed for 
her club at the England 
Athletics under-17 
women’s heptathlon 
championships last sum¬ 
mer. 

In Scotland, both ath¬ 
letes will be looking to 
improve on their best 
scores - Matthew’s 
3,082 from 2011 and 
Annabel’s 3,057 from 
the recent indoor cham¬ 
pionships. 

We wish them every 
success. 

PETER MORRIS 
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RAF St Athan GC 


presentation night 


RECENTLY, RAF 
St Athan Golf Club 
hosted its annual 
presentation 
evening, with near¬ 
ly £4,000 worth of 
crystal being 
awarded to mem¬ 
bers. 

The trophies are pre¬ 
sented to the members 
who have triumphed in 
various competitions 
throughout the season. 

Three of the most 
coveted awards - the 
junior, ladies and club 
championships, were for 
the first time in the 
club’s history all award¬ 
ed to junior members. 

Both the ladies and 
the men’s sections of the 
club are very proud of 
the youngsters, but the 
biggest smiles of the 
evening came from the 
parents; as brother and 
sister Ethan and Erin 
Allison took the titles 
2012 junior champion 
and 2012 ladies champi¬ 
on respectively. 

Another family affair 
saw Kyle Harman beat 
his brother Keiron in the 
finals match, and 
ensured that he retained 
his title from last year, 
again being crowned 
RAF St Athan club 
champion. 

The Kyle Trophy 
recipient is decided by 
the committee as the 
player who has had a 
significant handicap 
reduction, had success in 
all competitions entered 
and has been an example 
to all golfers both on and 
off the course. 

Several members fell 
into this category but it 
was unanimously decid¬ 
ed that this year the 
award should be present¬ 
ed to Gary Bohun, who 
this season has seen his 
handicap fall into single 
figures. 

Gwyn Favell was 



Ethan and Erin Allison, with Kyle 
Harman, the three club champions. 



Gary Bohun took 
the Kyle Trophy. 

nominated by the mem¬ 
bers to be named as club 
person of the year for his 
tireless work in setting 
up and maintaining the 
clubs own website, 
www. rafstathangc.co. uk 
The site has proved 
invaluable to members 
and especially visitors in 
providing all informa¬ 
tion relevant to the club 
including a full round up 
of this year’s competi¬ 
tion results. 

RAF St Athan Golf 
Club is extremely proud 
of all the competitors 
and congratulates each 
and every winner. 

The club is a mem¬ 
bers club run by the 
members and actively 



Gwyn Favell 
was ( club person 
of the year\ 
encourages the junior 
section ensuring they 
have the same standing 
on the course as the 
other sections. 

The club caters for 
green fee players but 
particularly welcomes 
new social and playing 
members. 

Please feel free to 
visit or phone 01446 
751043for further infor¬ 
mation. 

CM 


TAE KWONDO 
CLUB’S BAG PACK 



RECENTLY, Master Paul 
Jones and Llantwit Major Tae 
Kwon Do club arrived at Filco 
supermarket, Llantwit Major, 
to undertake a bag pack to 
raise much needed funds for 
the club. 

A demanding day was tackled with 
great enthusiasm and a sense of com¬ 
munity spirit. Both juniors, seniors 
and parents greeted the public with a 
smile and their bag packing talent was 
rewarded by generous donations 
which resulted in a grand total of £530 
being raised. 


A big thank you to everyone at 
Filco, especially the manager Floyd 
for his support throughout the day. 
Everyone at Flantwit Major 
Taekwondo was overwhelmed by the 
generosity of the local community. 

We look forward to our next fund¬ 
raising event on Friday, November 30 
at Flantwit Major Rugby Club where 
the Cherry Hives band are performing. 

All proceeds raised will go directly 
to the club. Tickets are still available, 
£4 in advance or £5 at the door; tele¬ 
phone 01446 706003 for more infor¬ 
mation, everyone welcome. PJ 


PRESENTATION NIGHT AT 
BRYNHILL GOLF CLUB 


THIS is my last 
article as press offi¬ 
cer for the ladies’ 
section at Brynhill 
Golf Club - my 
thanks to all at The 
GEM for the won¬ 
derful coverage 
given over the past 
five years. 

There was a good 
turnout of members at 
Brynhill on Saturday, 
November 10 for the 
annual presentation 
night. 

Much effort had gone 
on behind the scenes to 
prepare the rows of 
gleaming cups and tro¬ 
phies, which had been so 
keenly contested over 
the season. 

Being Remembrance 
weekend, the proceed¬ 
ings began with two 
minutes’ silence, then 
the ladies’ trophies were 
presented by captain Jo 
Kirkpatrick, who was 
ably assisted by her 
vice-captain Julie Harkin 
and her incoming vice¬ 
captain Carole Bumford. 

This season, no one 
lady seemed to dominate 
the proceedings. Robbie 
Lee won both the Barry 
and District and Dr 
Owen Cups. 

Rose Pitman took the 
Jo Whitehouse Cup and 
the Gran’s trophy. 

Sam Pascoe, runner- 
up in the club champi¬ 
onship, won the 
Winifred Clode Cup and 
the Superbowl, and 
Carole Bumford, the 
Waterford Crystal Vase 
(bronze) winner, was 
also in the winning pair¬ 
ing in both the Rabbits 
and Tigers and 
Foursomes knockout. 

Margaret Codd was 
the Crystal Cup winner 
and also winner of both 
the ladies’ captain’s 
prize and vice-captain’s 
prize. 

Other winners includ¬ 
ed: Nicci Case - John 
Collins Cup; Liz Brown 
- Parkstone Cup; Chris 
Hopkins - Junior Gold 
Cup; Jane Phillips - 
Millenium Plate; Sue 
Holland - Superbowl 
Plate; Lynne Bubbins - 
Bob Hope Rosebowl; 
and Ann Phillips - 
Graham Cup. 

The Jenny Williams 
trophy, given at the lady 
captain’s discretion, was 
awarded to the honorary 
handicap secretary, 
Glynis Gould, for her 
support of the captain 
and the ladies’ section. 

The prestigious Lady 
Golfer of the Year tro¬ 
phy is awarded for the 
season’s most consistent 
player. Points are 
accrued for top 12 plac- 
ings in all major singles 
competitions. 

This year’s winner 
was Linda Hewlett. 

The presentation of 
the men’s trophies by 
club captain Glen Taylor 
followed, and then in 
time honoured tradition, 
the cups were filled with 
beverages and passed 
around for toasts. 

The evening ended 
with a disco and a good 
night was had by all. 

Jenny Pateman 





Rabbits and Tigers winners (left to right): 

Hilary West and Carole Bumford, with lady captain Jo Kirkpatrick. 



The Gold Cup winner was Chris Hopkins. Jenny Williams trophy 

winner Glynis Gould. 



Club champion 
Helene Cook. 


Latest approach to j’unior 
hockey come st the Vale 


YOUNGSTERS 
from Ashgrove 
School in Penarth 
have been among 
the first in the Vale 
to get to grips with 
a brand new 
approach to play¬ 
ing hockey. 

Earlier this year, 
Hockey Wales 
launched their new 
‘4689’ blueprint for 
encouraging junior 
players to take up the 
sport by being exposed 
to fun small-sided 
games, starting with 
four-a-side, then build¬ 
ing up to six, eight and 
nine (4689). The aim is 
to make the sport 
more captivating, fun, 
and easier to pick up. 

Coaches and sports 
leaders from across 
the Vale are being 
given training on how 
to deliver this new 
approach by Judith 
Powell from Hockey 
Wales, who said: 



Hockey Wales ’ Judith Powell takes a look at some 
hockey coaching cards with Simon Jones, the Vale 
CounciVs Disability Sport Wales Development 
Officer, Aimee Baird from Ashgrove School, and 
budding sports coach Joe Blackley. 


“There are so many 
different ways to play 
hockey, and 4689 is 
one of them. It is 
hoped that by break¬ 
ing down the game 
and removing the bar¬ 
riers of the formal 11- 
a-side version, hockey 
can appeal to more 
young people. We 
want to make hockey 
fun and easy to play 


anywhere, so that you 
can enjoy having a 
simple small-sided 
game in a school hall 
or playground.” 

Among the schools 
that Judith has visited 
so far is Ashgrove, 
where she helped pupil 
Joe Blackley lead a 
hockey session for 
younger children, all 
of whom have disabili¬ 


ties. Judith was joined 
by the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council’s 
Disability Sport Wales 
Development Officer 
Simon Jones, who 
said: “Sport is an inte¬ 
gral part of life at 
Ashgrove and Joe is 
part of a group of 
older pupils at the 
school who have 
become involved in 
sports coaching. The 
pupils have all enjoyed 
learning about hockey 
and picking up some 
coaching tips, and will 
be adding hockey to 
the range of sports 
played in the school.” 

If you would like to 
find out more about 
coaching 4689 hockey, 
go online at www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk/sp 
ortsandplay or call 
Hockey Wales on 0845 
045 4303. 
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Vale Reds get donation 



CHRISTMAS has come early for 
the Vale Reds Disability Football 
Club as they have been able to buy 
a selection of kit for the club, 
thanks to a donation by Aberthaw 
Power Station. 

The club has members from age 12 
upwards, and meets on Wednesday 
evening for coaching and plays in the 
South Wales Pan Disability League. 


“We were astounded when we received 
the response to our request for support. It is 
tremendous support and we are really 
grateful,” said chairperson Pat Latham, 
The donation helped to fund the pur¬ 
chase of passing arcs, football net, foot¬ 
balls and bags, kit bag, mesh bibs, large 
pop-up goals, agility ladders, marker cone 
drill sets, bleep test CD, flat round markers 
and rebound nets. 

Aberthaw Power Station Manager Phil 


Allen went along to present the cheque and 
said: “It is great to see young people 
involved in sport, and it is fantastic for us 
to be able to support the club in being able 
to buy so much equipment and kit to help 
the footballers with their training.” 

For anyone interested in joining the 
Vale Reds, please contact Pat Latham on 
01446 701348. 




Blacksmiths 
end season 





Bill Aspinall (left) and Gary Nealon joint 
winners of the Mike Sollis shield. 


THE Blacksmiths 
Arms Golf Society’s 
final game of the 
year took place on 
Cottrell Park’s 
Mackintosh course. 


ond and peppered the 
15th flag to take nearest 
the pin. 

At the end-of-season 
buffet, the Mike Sollis 
shield for the best season 
average score was pre- 


On a day of mists and sented. Gary Nealon was 
mellow fruitfullness caught on the final day 
(well fog actually!), the by Aspinall, both finish- 
day was dominated by ing with an unimpressive 
Bill Aspinall and 28.6 (which doesn’t say a 
Philemon Williams. lot for the rest of us!). 

Aspinall, playing his However, after a few 
home course, won the beverages, recollection 
stableford competition of the standard of the sea- 
and took longest drive on son’s golf seemed to 
the 18th, while Wick’s improve somewhat! 
favourite son came sec- CG 


[L ANDOW 

Van Sales-Spares-Repairs | 
1 Van MOT Preparation 

1 Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Cadoxton Bowling 
Club pays tribute to 
stalwart members 


AT its well-attend¬ 
ed and convivial 
2012 presentation 
evening at the club¬ 
house in Victoria 
Park on Friday, 
November 23, 
Cadoxton Bowling 
Club gave special 
recognition to two 
of its outstanding 
members for their 
considerable con¬ 
tributions to the 
club’s playing and 
social life. 

Barry-based build¬ 
ing contractor Les 
Adams, joint owner of 
LAPP Builders, was 
named personality of 
the year for his will¬ 
ing approach and 
unfailing cheerful¬ 
ness, and club presi¬ 
dent Les Cundliffe 
drew attention to his 
undoubted bowling 
skills and wished him 
every possible success 
in the future. 

The captains’ 
award was given to 
visually-impaired vet¬ 
eran bowler Gilly 

Powell, a long-stand- 

— 


ing member of the 
club with an unerring 
ability time and time 
again to get the length 
and direction of his 
opening deliveries 
within inches of the 
target jack. 

David Fanning, sec¬ 
retary of the club, 
said that if the fully- 
sighted members of 
the club could bowl as 
well and accurately 
there would be no 
holding back the 
club’s teams from 
success across a wide 
range of competitions. 

With a meal 
catered by the club’s 
neighbour, the 
Gourmet Fish and 
Chip shop in Barry 
Road, and a post¬ 
meal raffle of a vari¬ 
ety of prizes donated 
by club members, the 
evening also marked 
the end of the most 
recent year in office 
for two of the club’s 
most illustrious 
bowlers. 

Former club chair¬ 
man Kelvin 
Chedgzoy, a charis¬ 
matic and settling 


influence across the 
club, is well known 
throughout the bowl¬ 
ing community in 
Wales, as is former 
club captain Graham 
Brown, a wide-rang¬ 
ing player at district, 
regional, and national 
levels. 

“We are delighted 
that they are remain¬ 
ing at the club,” said 
David Fanning, “and 
we shall continue to 
benefit from their 
advice and skills on 
and off the bowling 
green.” 

DF 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 


Chips A way 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

✓'Quick i/Convenient t/Fully guaranteed 
* Paintwork Scratches 
Bumper Scuffs * Alloy Wheels 

To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878' 


or visit 

www.chipsaway.co.uk 



Tim 


This Swedish 
charmer will give 
everyone a high! 


T he Volvo 
XC90 is 
Sweden’s 
answer to the BMW 
X5: Since its launch 
in 2002 it has won a 
loyal following. 
Even American 
actress Jennifer 
Garner, the wife of 
Ben Affleck, has an 
XC90. 

The top-of-the-range 
test model has smatter¬ 
ings of chrome on the 
wing mirrors and grille, 
as well as black alloy 
wheels making it look 
like a SWAT (Special 
Weapons and Tactics) 
vehicle as used in US 
TV series 24. It definite¬ 
ly looks the part. 

On first acquaintance, 
I sit in the driver’s seat 
perplexed as to how to 
remove the parking 
brake. I eventually 
realise that there is a 
footbrake on the left of 
the footwell as you can 
see in the video at test 
drives.biz. 

Logic suggests 
depressing it with my 
foot. This I do, only to 
press it further down. 

After much head 
scratching, I resort to 
reading the manual, only 
to find that the footbrake 
is released by pulling a 
handle on the right of the 
dashboard. 

Turn the ignition and 
the rattle of the 2.4-litre 
diesel is audible from 
inside. This is quickly 
lost when on the move 
and under excessive 
exertion the resulting 
grunt adds to the overall 
driving experience of 
this all-roader. 

The six-speed 

geartronic auto can also 
be used as a five-speed 
manual. On reversing, a 
pop up screen appears 
on the dash, displaying 


MOTORING with 
TIM SAUNDERS 



The Volvo XC90 


the helpful camera view. 
The XC90 is a large 
brute, capable of trans¬ 
porting seven adults. 

Unsurprisingly it can 
feel a little cumbersome, 
especially when pulling 
out at roundabouts when 
there is a delayed 
response. But this is eas¬ 
ily remedied by kicking 
the accelerator to the 
floor. 

The high up position 
of this vehicle makes it 
an entertaining vehicle 
for safely overtaking on 
B-roads; drivers can per¬ 
form manoeuvres they 
would rarely consider 
even in faster vehicles, 
because of its height. 

Inside is comfortable 
and luxurious, even the 
air conditioning can be 
confined to rear occu¬ 
pants or the whole vehi¬ 
cle. The soft suspension 
soaks up even the worst 
potholes. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, state: “The 
Volvo XC90 was the 
firm’s first real off-road- 
er. It may not be as agile 
to drive as alternatives 
like the BMW X5, but 
the XC90 is strong in 
other areas - most 
notable its refined ride 
which makes it ideal for 
long motorway jour¬ 
neys. 


“It was revised in 
2007 with minor exterior 
tweaks, a more luxurious 
interior and new 
engines. All Volvo 
XC90s come with seven 
seats, arranged in a 2-3-2 
format that means most 
owners tend to run it as a 
five-seater with a simply 
huge boot. 

“When you do need 
those extra seats, or 
fancy using it as a six- 
seater where everyone 
gets a bit more elbow 
room, it’s a doddle to 
flip up the rear seats 
from their flat stowed 
position in the boot 
floor.” 

A fabulous vehicle 
that will appeal to a 
whole plethora of pur¬ 
chasers, from tall busi¬ 
nessmen with large fam¬ 
ilies (Peter Jones take 
note) through to proper¬ 
ty developers and leisure 
entrepreneurs. 

Model tested: Volvo 
XC90 2.4 D5 (200bhp) 
SE Lux 5d Geartronic. 

New price range: 
£35,695 - £44,845. 

Economy: 34mpg. 

Engine: 2.4-litre. 

0-60mph: lOsecs. 

Top speed: 127mph. 

Power: 197bhp. 

Watch the video at 
www. testdrives. biz 


ands treble success 


BERTHIN’S Tim Vaughan was in 
good form last week. 

He landed a hat-trick when First Fantango and 
Amok scored at Fakenham and Explained won at 
Folkestone, all on the same afternoon. 

First Fantango , ridden by Michael Byrne, won 
the Great Snoring Beginners’ Chase by 12 lengths 
from Brady, and Amok, partnered by D C Costello, 
took the Murfitts Industries Novices Handicap 
Hurdle by 26 lengths from Hail Tiberius. 

Explained, ridden by Richard Johnson, won by 
one-and-a-quarter lengths from Phone Home after 
making a lot of the running. 

At Leicester, Bridgend’s Tom Flint, riding his 
father John Flint’s Rowlestone Lad, also had plenty 
to smile about when coming home eight lengths 
ahead of Worn. 

PAUL PRAISES EVAN 

Irish jockey Paul Moloney was full of praise for 
Llancarfan trainer Evan Williams after he had 
won the Carey Group Handicap Chase on his 
William’s Wishes at Ascot last Saturday. 

William’s Wishes, a winner of his previous three 
races, was racing for the first time in two years and 
ran out an easy six lengths winner from the fancied 
Champions Court. 

Paul, who is Evan’s stable jockey, said: “I have 
been riding the horse on the gallops and I thought 
he was ready three weeks ago but Evan wanted to 
wait and he was right.” 


Moloney gave the 7-1 chance a cracking ride but 
most of the credit must go to Williams, who has 
always thought a lot of this seven-year-old son of 
Oscar, and who has shown great patience in bring¬ 
ing him back to form after such a long lay off. 

BRIAN LEE 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Ford Focus 
Rjrd Focus 



ford 5 Mm 
6 Wtf 

Transport* 

9 mtttwjM* 



(01656) 

>660160 

FtM (U*j*h *u*i*fc*» Of) Our «*£*it* 

www.wlckvanhlfe.co.uk 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 


To Buyology To the 

Business Centre 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 





10 10 FORD Focus 
Style TDCi 


£8795 



09 59 FORD 
Mondeo 


£8995 




06 06 MERCEDES BENZ SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue .£21,795 

06 06 MERCEDES CLK55. 44,225 miles, in silver.£19,495 

06 06 MASERATI 4200 Cambiocorsa 37,535 miles, in grey.£18,995 

05 05 PORSCHE CAYENNE TURBO S, 51,600 miles, in silver.£17,995 

03 03 PORSCHE Carrera 2. 70,700 miles, in black.£16,995 

06 56 MERCEDES Benz ML320. 4,850 miles in silver .£16,995 

01 X MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue .£14,495 

04 04 MERCEDES Benz SL350. 69,260 miles, silver.£13,850 

07 56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf Auto. 52,720 miles in grey.£10,995 

11 61 FIAT 500 Lounge 7,880 miles, in black.£9,795 

09 09 RENAULT Clio Sport. 39,690 miles, in white .£9,495 

07 07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior 88,350 miles in black.£9,495+VAT 

07 07 VOLVO V50 SE Sport D5. 88,465 miles, black .£8,800 

10 10 SEAT LeonTDi 41,920 miles in blue.£8,495 

08 08 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 17,710 miles, in red .£7,995 

06 56 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport 35,250 miles in silver.£7,995 

02 52 JAGUAR XKR Supercharged, 91,890 miles in black .£7,995 

09 09 FIAT 500 Sport 31,165 miles in white .£7,995 

10 10 FIESTA Zetec. 32,410 miles in blue.£7,495 

09 59 FORD Fiesta. 8,020 miles, in blue.£7,495 

07 57 HONDA Civic Semi-Auto. 18,080 miles, in grey.£7,495 

10 60 RENAULT Clio Tom Tom 15,750 miles, in red.£6,995 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 Sport 13,890 miles, in grey.£6,995 

06 56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf TDCi. 66,880 miles, in silver.£6,995 

05 05 MITSUBISHI Shogun Field 86,250 miles, in green.£6,995 

00 X PORSCHE Boxster. 86,165 miles, in black.£6,495 

09 58 VAUXHALL Astra SRi. 29,700 miles, in blue.£6,295 

06 56 HONDA Civic 48,890 miles, in silver.£6,295 

09 09 PEUGEOT 308 HDi 60,350 miles in silver.£5,995 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 Verve, 29,700 miles, in grey .£5,995 

10 10 VAUXHALL Mireva. 48,410 miles, in black .£5,995 

09 59 PEUGEOT 207 XR 19,740 miles, in blue.£5,995 

09 09 PEUGEOT 207VTi 18,720 miles, in blue.£5,995 

05 55 HYUNDAI Santa Fe CRTD. 65,560 miles, in silver .£5,995 

05 05 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle Luna, 40,870 miles, in blue .£5,995 

08 08 MERCEDES A160SE 76,300 miles, in silver.£5,795 

05 05 VOLKSWAGEN LT32. 59,742 miles, in white .£5,000+VAT 

09 09 FORD Fiesta Van. 23,860 miles, in white .£5,295+VAT 

08 08 FORD Fiesta Blue. 49,080 miles, in black.£4,995 

06 06 TOYOTA MR-2 48,640 miles, in red.£4,995 

00 W MERCEDES Benx ML320 76,000 miles, in blue.£4,995 

10 10 HONDA 750S Motorcycle. 532 miles .£4,495 

01 X MERCEDES Benz 230 88,630 miles, in silver.£4,495 

05 55 FORD Fiesta Van. 50,500 miles, in silver .£3,795+VAT 

00 X MERCEDES CLK320 Avantgarde, Tiptronic, 71,500 miles, in blue£3,995 

03 03 BMW 525 ESTD, 107,200 miles, in silver .£3,895 

06 06 HYUNDAI Getz 42,940 miles in black .£3,495 

03 53 MG TF 30,990 miles, in silver.£2,995 


SPECIAL OFFER: 

Oil Service & Winter Check only £99+VA' 

on production of this coupon. 

MoT still only £25 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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07 KIA Sorento 2.5XS 
Auto 

Silver, 50,000 miles, 1 owner, diesel 4x4 

£10,995 



10 VWFox 1.2 
Urban 

Red, 32,000 miles, 

1 local owner 

£5,495 



11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 
CDTi EFIex 

White, 25,000 miles, sporty looks, 
low running costs 

£10,995 



09 FORD Ka Studio 
(New Shape) 

Met blue, 15,000 miles, FSH, 

£5,495 



58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue with black/cream leather, 
38,000 miles 

£9,995 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, with 
tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge specification 
.£29,995 

57 MERCEDES C320 Diesel Sport Auto. In white, 
with black leather, 33,000 miles, pan roof, sat nav etc 

.£17,995 

11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi EFIex. In white, 25,000 

miles, sporty looks, low running costs.£10,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5XS Auto, in silver, 50,000 miles, 1 

owner, diesel 4x4 at .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 Diesel (130) Exclusive 5-dr 
in met silver, 15,000 miles.£9,995 

58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel in met blue with 

black/cream leather, 38,000 miles.£9,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 mile 

diesel with multispoke alloys.£8,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles, Panoramic roof, etc . . . .£8,995 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, £30 road tax, low insurance.£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 

71,000 miles, fantastic value.£7,995 

10 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Style+ 5-dr. In met-blue, 

40,000 miles. £20 road tax, 67mpg.£7,695 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles.£7,695 

10 RENAULT Clio 1.2i Music 5-dr (100). In bright met 

green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at .£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr Automatic. Met 
grey, 20,000 miles.£6,495 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£6,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with 

full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£6,995 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 
beige leather trim, 73,000 miles , sat nav .... £6,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 miles£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-dr Automatic. In 

met grey, 21,512 miles .£5,795 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 
41,000 miles, low insurance.£5,695 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel SXi 5-dr. In met grey, 

58,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, 

low insurance .£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local owner 
.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 

owner, only.£5,495 

09 FORD Ka Studio (New Shape). In met blue, 15,000 
miles, FSH .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In met blue, 

42,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In black, 51,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,495 

55 VW Passat Highline TDi 10 Diesel Estate. In black, 

58,000 miles, with black leather .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 
48,000 miles.£4,995 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 


57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel Design 3-dr. In met 

grey, 1 owner .£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III. In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 

1 owner, sports coupe .£4,995 

06 VW Golf+ 1.9 TDi SE. In black, 82,000 miles, eco¬ 
nomical diesel at.£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, 

full leather trim, stylish sports coupe at.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 miles, 

host of extras .£3,995 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. In electric blue with full 
leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible at.£4,495 

55 FORD C-Max 1.6 Diesel Zetec. In silver, 67,000 

miles, 1 owner .£4,295 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life Automatic Estate. In 

blue, 26,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 mile 
hatch, a/c, cd etc .£3,995 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Sport 3-Dr. In silver, 38,000 miles, 

with air con, alloys etc.£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 
miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low 

insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr. In met red, 64,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£3,795 

05 CITROEN C4 Diesel 1.6 VTR Coupe. In met blue, 

74,000 miles.£3,795 

53 VW Golf 1.4 Match 5-dr. In met BRG, 63,000 miles, 

low insurance .£3,495 

55 FORD Mondeo 2.0 Diesel ‘Silver’ 5-dr. 73,000 mile 

family hatch .£2,995 

53 AUDI A4 1.9TDi SE (110). In black, 112,000 mile 

diesel, fantastic mpg.£2,995 

55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In met grey, 73,000 

miles.£2,995 

05 PEUGEOT 206 1.1 Zest 3 5-dr. In red, 39,000 miles, 

1 local owner .£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black leather, 

18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique. in silver, 49,000 

miles, S/R, alloys.£2,995 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 
£30 road tax.£2,795 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 
miles.£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,495 

53 VAUXHALL 1.2 Active in met grey, 47,000 miles, low 
insurance .£1,995 



09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 
Diesel M-Sport 

In white with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 
1 owner, huge specification 

£29,995 



07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III 

In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 1 owner, 
sports coupe 

£4,995 



55 FORD Mondeo 
2.0 Diesel 

Silver, 5-dr, 73,000 miles family hatch 

£2,995 



04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,795 


R3C 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




black 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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\ J Advanced Diagnostics 

Unlike your typical garage or fast fit centre 
w have the same diagnostic tooling as the main 
dealer. But unlike others that claim to have dealer 
diagnostics, we're so good that our customer base 
actually includes the Ul<s largest dealer netwocte. 

^ Fantastic Customer Service 
/ Free Courtesy Car 
Vehicle Collection & Drop Off 


Fully Equipped Workshop 
^ Former Dealer Staff 
Highest Quality Parts & Oils 

We only fit genuine or the highest spec OE parts 
No comers cut, no dodgy motor facta' pails 

' Air-Con Service 

Included with every serivce is a full air-con 
service. Is that included in the fixed price 
with everyone else? Honest Simple Pricing! 

t EggfiS Session 

all servicing. Even if your «ar is only in for an MOT 
we're happy to wash, hoover and wax the car. 


session.Thats nomially over £100 at a dealer! 


IPERMOVEO 

I EURO SPECIALISTS 


If the Dealer can do it so can we but 
without the expensive price tag 
and with superb customer service. 


BMW-MERCEDES- 



08000337807 

01446732272 

5&10Wxxlham Road 
Barry Docks CF634JE 

www.pemxMttltd.uk 
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Dragon breathes fire again 
and ruffles Kiwi feathers 

- BUT THE GULF IS STILL TOO WIDE 



Pictures 
courtesy 
of Huw 
Evans 
agency. 



I T all began on December 16, 1905, at 
Cardiff Arms Park, with the 
‘Originals’ - a team that was to 
become known as the All Blacks, who lost 
the only game of their first ever 35-match 
overseas tour 3-0, thanks to a Teddy 
Morgan try (and that famous disallowed 
touchdown by Bob Deans!) 

This was avenged by the ‘Invincibles’, who 
were unbeaten on New Zealand’s 32-match 
second tour, defeating Wales 19-0 at St 
Helen’s, Swansea, on November 29,1924. 

On December 21,1935, a Welsh team led 
by Claude Davey, snatched a late 13-12 victo¬ 
ry over the All Blacks in Cardiff - which was 
repeated on December 19,1953, when ‘prince 
of centres’, Bleddyn Williams, skippered 
Wales to a 13-8 win (and a personal double, 
also achieving the feat with his Cardiff club). 

And that was that... Since those jubilant 
Coronation year scenes a staggering 59 years 
ago, Wales have failed to overcome the men 
in black from the land of the long white 
cloud (though Wales claim to have been 
robbed on at least one occasion, by Andy 
Haden’s infamous swallow dive - which the 
ref certainly swallowed!) 

Before the latest clash at the Millennium 
Stadium last Saturday, the record book read: 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



Full detail* table an our website 

www.wickvanhirexo.uk 


BACK PAGE COMMENT 

by Don John 


Played 28, New Zealand 25 - Wales 3, a 
remarkable tale of total dominance that has 
even included Grand Slam years (in 2005, 
Wales lost 3-41; in 2008, it was 9-29). 

In fact, with rare exceptions, earlier nar¬ 
row margins between the two arch rugby 
nations were followed, particularly in the 
1980s, by an ever-widening gulf, with the All 
Blacks often running up more half centuries 
than the New Zealand cricket team! 

The overall points total before the 29th 
capped test on Saturday read: Wales 281 - 
New Zealand 849, history’s measure of the 
task facing a struggling Welsh team against 
the unbeaten world champions - who are 
being mooted in some quarters as the great¬ 
est All Blacks team ever (though the 
‘Originals’ and ‘Invincibles’ might have had 
something to say about that!) 

As the 72,372 spectators settled nervously 
into their seats at the Millennium Stadium on 
Saturday, the big question was - had return¬ 
ing head coach Warren Gatland been able to 
repair his battered team’s morale after two 
dispiriting autumn defeats? 

Alas, the game was barely half a minute old 
when it was indelibly marked by a cynical act 
of violence that saw second row Bradley 
Davies taken to hospital after being knocked 
unconscious by a cowardly and totally unpro¬ 
voked blow from behind by the New Zealand 
hooker, Andrew Hore. 

Incredibly, it went unpunished by the 
South African referee, Craig Joubert and the 
other myopic match officials - as had 
appalling Samoan actions the week previous¬ 
ly. (Hore was rightly cited by the fourth offi¬ 
cial, but instead of the expected severe penalty, 
he was banned for a mere five weeks at his dis¬ 
ciplinary hearing, yesterday (Wednesday). 

When two other key players, tight head 
prop Aaron Jarvis and centre Jamie Roberts 
also went off injured, everyone knew the 
already long odds were now stacked even 
more heavily against a team struggling for 
form, whose resources were stretched woeful¬ 
ly thin by an ever-growing casualty list. 

Even so, Wales were showing far more spir¬ 
it than had been displayed against Argentina 
and Samoa, and had two rare opportunities 
to put points on the board - but strangely 


spurned both penalty awards, opting instead 
for a lineout and drive - tactics thwarted 
when outside half Rhys Priestland unfortu¬ 
nately failed to find touch. They were soon 
made to pay when his impressive opposite 
number, Aaron Cruden (ably deputising for 
injured maestro Dan Carter) landed the first 
of three first-half penalties, as the world 
champions slipped smoothly into gear. 

Numerous missed tackles and persistent 
Welsh handling errors saw the ruthlessly effi¬ 
cient All Blacks counter in trademark fashion 
- No 6 Liam Messam appeared on the right 
wing to complete a flowing movement involv¬ 
ing both forwards and backs with an almost 
effortless try, converted by Cruden. 

Now increasingly dominant, there was an 
inevitability about their second score as vet¬ 
eran prop Tony Woodcock powered over, 
Cruden adding the conversion to make the 
first half scoreline 23-0 - the game already 
slipping out of home reach. 

(With Welsh players striving with might 
and main just to get on equal terms, it was a 
little reminiscent of Muhammad Ali holding 
off a frustrated Joe Frazier with one hand on 
his head in their ‘ Thrilla in Manila’). 

When Cruden slotted a penalty just after 
the interval, followed five minutes later by 
another touchdown by powerhouse second 
row Luke Romano, converted by Cruden to 
widen the gap to 33-0, the ominous signs 
were that Wales could be on the wrong end of 
another 80s-style half century - or worse. 

That this didn’t happen was entirely down 
to the courage and spirit of the Welsh play¬ 
ers, who redeemed earlier lacklustre displays 
and contrived an inventive try from a lineout, 
driving en masse over the All Blacks’ line. 

Replacement centre Scott Williams was the 
one who emerged from the melee with the 
ball - and a big smile on his face! 

The try was not converted, but this sudden 
affront clearly ruffled Kiwi feathers, result¬ 
ing in wing Cory Jane being sent to the sin 
bin; and it was, in fact, Wales who ended the 
game on a high note with a well-executed try 
by their own right wing, Alex Cuthbert. 

Unusually, the normally reliable Leigh 
Halfpenny again failed to slot the conversion, 
but at least his team, though conclusively 


outplayed, were able to leave the field with 
some degree of pride restored. 

Now only one further chance remains to 
impress, and to rescue World Cup seedings, 
when Australia come to the Millennium 
Stadium on Saturday, confident they too 
have the measure of a Wales team they beat 
in last year’s Rugby World Cup and white¬ 
washed in the three-test series this summer. 

For the Welsh camp, the most immediate 
need after last weekend was to find 23 play¬ 
ers from an ever-lengthening list of walking 
wounded who are fully fit and able to take 
the field at all! 

Little wonder that the announcement of the 
team was delayed until today (Thursday). 

In a real sense then, Gatland’s match selec¬ 
tion, his last for a while before he returns to 
the British & Irish Lions to concentrate on 
their tour to - yes, Australia - is an achieve¬ 
ment in itself! 


Family fun... 
Bridgend 

I GOLF 

II Complex 


Induction or 
I improvement 

| £16 PER 
LESSON 

£45 for 3 
£85 for 6 


► Nine-Hole Golf Course 
Pay & Play 

► AII-weaHier flood light 
driving range 

► All equipment 
available for hire 

► Professional Tuition 


Fitness and Leisure. 
The Healthy Option! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 
Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy fo find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 




























